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How  war  has  affected  USM's  campus. 


Go  On  The  Road 


Four  Nights  In  Beautiful 
San  Francisco,  California 

With  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni 
Association,  the  USM  Foundation  and  Athletic  Department 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  has  a  wonderful  opportunity 

for  you  to  be  a  part  of  the  2003  Southern  Miss  football  season. 

Be  there  when  the  Golden  Eagles  face  the  University  of  California 

on  August  30  in  Berkeley,  California. 


Option  I: 


Fly  commercial  from  one  of  five  locations: 

Jackson,  MS  Gulfport,  MS  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Mobile,  AL  New  Orleans,  LA 

Ground  transportation,  ferry  to  game  and  hotel  are  included. 

FLIGHT  SCHEDULES  TO  AND  FROM  SAN  FRANCISCO: 

All  flights  have  a  morning  departure  from  each  city  on  Thursday,  August  28. 
They  will  return  with  an  afternoon/evening  arrival  on  Monday,  September  1. 
Hotel  Accommodations  in  San  Francisco:  Four  nights  at  the  Grand  Hyatt  Hotel  on  Union 

Square  in  downtown  San  Francisco. 
Transfers:  Roundtrip  shuttle  service  to  hotel  from  airport  and  back  (includes  portage). 

Package  also  includes  an  unbelievable  ferry  trip  across  the  San  Francisco  Bay  to  and  from 

the  game  on  Saturday  (one  hour  travel  time). 
Cost:  Commercial  flight  cost  out  of  any  the  above  listed  cities,  based  on  double  occupancy 

at  the  Hyatt,  is  $917  per  person.  Please  note:  Airline  tax  and  surcharge  are  subject  to 

change  until  ticketed. 
Deposit:  Non-refundable  deposit  of  $250  per  person  due  by  May  26,  2003,  with 

balance  due  by  July  3,  2003.  No  reservations  will  be  accepted  without  deposit. 


Option  II: 


Ground  &  Lodging  Package  Only 


If  it  is  not  convenient  for  you  to  travel  with  us  by  air,  book  your  own  travel  arrangements  into  San 
Francisco,  then  stay  with  us  at  the  Hyatt  and  join  us  for  the  ferry  trip  across  San  Francisco  Bay  to  Cal 
for  the  game.  Please  check  with  Magnolia  Travel  for  alternate  night  stays. 
Cost:  $545  per  person,  based  on  double  occupancy,  for  four  nights  at  the  Grand  Hyatt. 
Deposit:  Deposit  due  on  May  26,  2003,  with  balance  to  be  paid  July  3,  2003. 


Tour  Options  (Purchased  Separately): 


Friday,  August  29 

Bus  Tour  of  San  Francisco  (in  the  morning) 
$40  per  person. 
Sunday,  August  31 
Sonoma  and  Napa  Valley  Tour  (all  day) 
$60  per  person. 
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Things  you 

should  know  regarding  our  visit  to 

San  Francisco: 

•  Transportation  to  and  from  the  origination  airports 
must  be  arranged  separately.  Shuttle  service  will 
not  be  provided. 

•  Airline  and  transfer  tickets  and  hotel  accommoda- 
tions are  limited  and  will  be  filled  on  a  first  come, 
first  serve  basis. 

•  All  deposits  and  payments  are  non-refundable. 
Price  is  subject  to  change  based  on  participation. 
Optional  cancellation  insurance  is  available  for 
medical  reasons  by  request. 

•  Magnolia  Travel  is  the  official  travel  agency  for  the 
Cal  Game  Trip.  They  will  take  reservations  directly 
on  behalf  of  the  Alumni  Association.  They  can  also 
book  your  air  travel  into  San  Francisco  from  other 
cities. 

•  Game  tickets  are  not  included  in  this  package. 
Tickets  must  be  purchased  directly  from  the 
Southern  Miss  ticket  office  at  1-800-844-TICK  or 
601-266-5418.  The  cost  per  ticket  is  $27. 

•  You  will  receive  a  travel  itinerary  following  the 
final  purchase  of  your  travel  package  two  weeks 
prior  to  departure. 


MAGNOLIA  TRAVEL 

1-800-718-8817  •  601-264-6691 

3420  Hardy  St.,  Suite  4  •  Hattiesburg,  MS  39402 

www.MagnoliaTravelAgency.com 

Ask  for  the  Cal  Game  Trip! 
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BROTHERHOOD  RECORDED 

Like  many  alumni,  Terry  Pollard  '94,  '96  wanted  to  give 
something  back  to  his  fraternity  and  his  alma  mater.  Active  as  a 
student,  Pollard  has  continued  to  stay  involved  by  producing  a 
documentary  about  the  history  of  his  fraternity's 
Southern  Miss  chapter. 

LEE  JARRELL  DAVIS: 
ALWAYS  A  GOLDEN  EAGLE 

Although  it's  been  35  years  since  Lee  Jarrell  Davis  '68  walked  its 
halls  as  a  student,  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  continues  to  play  an  active  role  in  his  life. 

BORN  OUT  OF  COURAGE 

After  beating  ovarian  cancer  at  22,  Renea  '97  and  Jeff  Foster 
welcome  their  miracle  baby. 


TIME  MARCHES  ON 

Almost  from  its  inception,  Southern  Miss  has  had  to  cope  with  the 
effect  of  war  on  its  campus.  Read  how  the  university  has  endured 
World  Wars  I  and  II,  Korea,  Vietnam  and  the  Gulf  wars 


THE  SURVIVOR 

During  his  192nd  mission — September  27,  1965 — Col.  George  R. 
Hall  was  captured  as  a  prisoner  of  war  and  not  released  for  seven- 
and-a-half  years.  Since  his  release,  Hall  continues  to  give  back  to 
the  country  he  defended. 


THE  PEACEKEEPER 

Aki  Ogino  Sugaya  was  just  14  when  the  second  atomic  bomb  was 
dropped  on  her  hometown  of  Nagasaki,  Japan.  A  mere  six  years 
later,  Aki  hopped  on  a  boat  and  traveled  across  the  world  to  attend 
college  at  Southern  Miss. 


THE  FAITHFUL 

For  Ret.  Lt.  Col,  Fred  Varnado,  the  war  with  Iraq  hits  especiall) 
close  to  home,  as  both  his  wife  and  daughter  are  stationed  in  Kuwait. 


FRONT  COVER:  The  Little  Rock  on  Southern  Miss'  campus,  slwrtly  after  tlw  conflict  ■ 
Photo  by  Danny  Rawls  69,  'SO 
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Proud  Member  of 


AA/EOE/ADAI 


C-USASports.com 


Southern  Miss  is  a  proud 
member  of  Conference  USA. 


Make  a  Permanent  Connection 

Forge  a  lifelong  link  to  your  alma  mater  by  becoming  a  Life 
Member  of  the  Alumni  Association.  In  addition  to  assuring  your 
connection  with  the  University,  a  Life  Membership  qualifies  your 
USM-bound  children  for  an  out-of-state  tuition  waiver  (subject 
to  University  guidelines),  entitles  you  to  a  Life  Membership 
plaque,  and  helps  fund  programs  that  benefit  the  University  and 
the  Southern  Miss  community. 


"Southern  Miss  has  had  13 
years  of  direct  impact  on  my 
life.  i  spent  six  years  as  a  stu- 
dent, leaving  with  two  degrees 
and  many  lifetime  friendships, 
and  seven  years  as  an  athletic 
staff  member,  which  resulted 
in  the  most  enjoyable  years  of 
my  professional  career.  also, 
my  son  earned  his  bachelor's  and  master's 
degrees  in  accounting,  resulting  in  him  obtaining 
his  cpa  license." 

Robert  Milo  McCarthy  '68,  '70, 

traffic  inventory  manager, 

International  Matex  Tank  Terminals 


For  more  information,  contact  the 
Alumni  Association  office,  601-266-5013. 


HOME 


Dear  Alumni  and  Friends, 

As  I  take  pen  in  hand,  I  reflect  upon  three  years  ago  when  I  first  became  involved  with  the  Alumni  Association  as 
an  officer.  That  was  my  first  encounter  with  Bob  Pierce,  our  executive  director  of  the  Alumni  Association.  1  shall 
never  forget  how  impressed  I  was  with  his  passion  for  Southern  Miss,  but  even  more  important  was  his  passion 
for  the  Strategic  Plan  he  formulated  with  the  Associations  volunteer  leadership  and  staff  to  ensure  the  future 
growth  and  success  of  the  Alumni  Association.  It  is  often  said,  "Plan  your  work  and  then  work  your  plan."  It  is 
evident  that  Bob,  his  staff  and  the  volunteer  leadership  have  worked  their  plan. 

One  of  our  most  noteworthy  endeavors  was  the  Tradition  Enhancement  Committee  and  the  fruits  of  its  labor. 
Many  of  you  may  not  realize  that  more  than  50  percent  of  our  alumni  have  graduated  since  1980,  only  23  years 
ago.  This  is  a  short  period  of  time  relative  to  most  universities'  histories.  Remember,  too,  that  we  officially  became 
a  university  in  1962.  Additionally,  it  is  estimated  that  as  much  as  60  percent  of  our  graduating  classes  consists  of 
junior  college/transfer  students.  You  can  readily  see  that  we  have  had  terrific  growth  at  Southern  Miss  relative  to 
its  very  short  history  as  a  full-fledged  university.  That  is  why  it  is  so  critically  important  that  we  historically  record 
our  traditions  and  continue  to  develop  and  enhance  them.  Tradition  is  what  bonds  all  graduates,  transcending  age, 
race,  sex,  etc.  Our  greeting,  "Southern  Miss  to  the  Top!"  (SMTTT!),  does  indeed  reflect  our  commitment  to  excel- 
lence in  all  we  do  at  Southern  Miss.  1  encourage  you  to  incorporate  this  greeting  in  all  your  communications  with 
fellow  alums.  Greeter:  "Southern  Miss!"  Respondent:  "To  the  Top!" 

Alumni  Association  membership  is  a  key  to  not  only  our  success  but  to  the  success  of  the  entire  university  and  its 
constituencies.  The  Association  is  a  promotional  arm  of  the  university.  It  is  normally  the  entry  level  for  graduates' 
involvement  with  their  alma  mater.  Your  Alumni  Association  supports  and  promotes  athletics,  the  USM 
Foundation,  various  colleges  (such  as  the  Arts  and  Business)  and  other  campus  organizations.  We  guaranteed  a 
portion  of  the  Athletic  Foundation's  loan,  which  helped  push  them  "to  the  top"  with  the  new  Athletic  Center.  The 
Association  also  assists  with  various  advertising  and  promotional  packages  for  athletics.  We  were  the  first,  in 
October  2000,  to  recommend  a  "Gold  Standard"  involving  guidelines  for  using  university  colors;  therefore,  we  are 
pleased  that  the  university  and  athletic  department  have  adopted  a  standard  gold  for  Southern  Miss.  The  more 
consistent  we  are  in  what  we  do,  the  more  impact  we  make  when  we  gather  both  home  and  away. 

I  would  be  remiss  if  I  didn't  mention  other  Alumni  Association  significant  accomplishments  and  activities,  including: 

•  A  Single  Ring  Committee  is  hard  at  work  to  establish  a  standard  class  ring  for  our  university.  Again,  consistency 
is  key  to  our  success. 

•  Our  MBNA  Credit  Card  proudly  displaying  the  attack  eagle  and  Southern  Miss  logos.  This  is  an  Alumni 
Association  affinity  charge  card,  and  it  provides  us  with  substantial  income  at  no  cost  to  you  (including  no  annual 
fee).  Your  use  of  this  card  greatly  benefits  your  Association  and  the  university.  Don't  leave  home  without  it! 

•  The  Harris  Alumni  Directory  in  both  book  and  CD  format  provides  you  with  up-to-date  information  on  fellow 
graduates.  Names,  addresses,  phone  numbers  and  e-mails  are  some  of  the  information  available. 

•  The  Alumni  Association's  Web  site,  www.SouthernMissAlumm.com,  is  an  exciting  new  venture  for  the 
Association  as  the  site  provides  you  with  the  opportunity  to  establish  a  permanent  e-mail  address,  to  search  for 
other  alumni  in  the  online  directory,  and  to  download  information  on  the  university's  history  and  traditions. 
You  can  even  join  the  Association  online. 

•  The  Golden  Eagle  Advocacy  Network  was  established  by  alumni  to  encourage  our  alumni  to  get  involved  with 
legislation  favorable  to  our  university.  The  network  is  provided  with  breaking  news  concerning  new  legislative 
developments.  Contact  the  Association  to  become  a  part  of  the  network. 

•  We  have  formed  a  new  Event  Committee  to  enhance  our  game-day  activities  to  ensure  they  are  the  most  exciting 
events  you  can  experience.  Look  for  more  news  as  it  develops. 

•  On  November  4,  2003,  statewide  elections  will  include  a  Constitutional  Amendment  on  the  ballot  that  changes 
the  geographic  makeup  of  the  College  Board  to  reflect  the  state's  current  population.  I  can't  stress  the  importance 
of  this  Constitutional  Amendment  enough.  It  will  change  the  antiquated  1942  law  and  ensure  the  College  Board 
is  made  up  of  members  who  more  proportionally  represent  the  population  of  the  state.  Please  vote,  and  encourage 
others  to  do  so  this  November  4.  This  will  have  far  reaching  effects  on  your  university.  Do  your  part  to  ensure  the 
amendment  passes. 

In  closing,  I  want  to  encourage  each  and  every  one  of  you  to  become  involved  with  your  fine  university  and 
Alumni  Association.  I  can  assure  you  that  even  more  than  your  university,  you  will  receive  life-fulfilling  rewards. 
I  cannot  begin  to  tell  you  how  rewarding  it  has  been  for  me  to  serve  my  university  in  yet  another  capacity  as  pres- 
ident of  the  Alumni  Association.  I  look  forward  to  meeting  many  more  of  you  each  year  as  I  watch  the  many  smil- 
ing faces  chanting,  "Southern  Miss  to  the  Top!" 

God  Bless, 


Edward  J.  "Ed"  Langton 
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University  Celebrates  Founders'  Day 

__  ^"V  ^he  Alumni  Association  and 

C^Jf       /  ^y)  trie       Student       Government 

,J3*<a**gW  ^Z/a^   A  Association   co-hosted   a   cele- 

Southern  Miss  ^^ 

oration  of  the  university's  93rd 
anniversary  March  27. 

With  the  theme,  "Celebrating  our  Heritage  with  a  Vision  for  the 
Future,"  the  event  featured  a  historical  presentation  by  USM  archives 
spectalist  Yvonne  Arnold  '90  titled,  "Pieces  of  the  Past."  In  it,  she  high- 
lighted some  of  the  key  milestones  in  the  university's  history.  Following 
Arnold's  presentation,  newly  elected  officers  of  the  Student  Government 
Association  (SGA)  were  inaugurated,  and  a  reception  followed. 

New  SGA  leaders  inaugurated  during  the  day  were  Jared  Loftus,  a 
junior  from  Sumrall,  president;  Sarah  Spigener,  a  sophomore  from 
Gulfport,  vice  president;  Alicia  Lane,  sophomore,  Pearl,  treasurer; 
Chad  Cornett,  a  junior  from  Brandon,  attorney  general;  and  Alex 
Thames,  a  senior  from  Florence,  election  commissioner. 

Outgoing  SGA  President  Blake  Hamm,  a  senior  from  Stringer, 
introduced  the  new  officers,  who  were  sworn  in  by  outgoing  SGA 
Attorney  General  Rob  Peebles,  a  senior  from  Jackson.  Mark  Boyles, 
acting  director  of  the  Alumni  Association,  presented  each  new  officer 
with  a  copy  of  The  Drawl,  a  book  about  the  university's  history  and 
traditions. 

Also  on  the  afternoon  program  was  Dr.  Kim  Davis,  associate  pro- 
fessor in  the  School  of  Music,  who  sang  the  Southern  Miss  Alma 
Mater,  accompanied  by  members  of  The  Pride  Tailgate  Band. 

CENTED  to  Study  and  Promote  Tourism,  Economic 
Development 

With  the  creation  of  the  Center  for  Tourism 
and  Economic  Development  Research 
(CENTED),  Southern  Miss  has  positioned 
itself  to  take  the  lead  in  research,  service  and 
education  for  one  of  the  world's  fastest-grow- 
ing industries. 

"The  importance  of  tourism  in  the  state  ot 
Mississippi  cannot  be  overstated,"  said  center  Director  Tony 
Henthorne,  a  professor  of  marketing  and  director  of  the  Institute  for 
Service  Excellence  at  Southern  Miss.  "Currently,  tourism  is  the  sec- 
ond-largest service  sector  employer  in  the  state,  and  the  number  of 
Mississippi  citizens  employed  in  the  industry  is  sure  to  increase." 

Located  on  the  Gulf  Coast,  the  heart  of  the  gaming  industry  in 
Mississippi,  CENTED  will  strive  to  improve  the  tourism  product, 
increase  the  benefits  of  the  tourism  industry  and  foster  an  understand- 
ing of  the  role  tourism  plays  in  economic  development. 

Both  here  in  the  United  States  and  around  the  world,  the  travel 
and  tourism  industry  is  an  engine  for  economic  development. 
Therefore,  while  reporting  to  the  provost  of  the  USM  Gulf  Park  cam- 
pus, CENTED  will  extend  its  reach  regionally,  nationally  and  global- 
ly, university  officials  said. 

"CENTED  positions  Southern  Miss  to  lead  the  way  in  examining 
the  relationship  between  the  entire  tourism  industry  and  long-term 
economic  development — not  just  along  the  coast  of  Mississippi,  but 
worldwide,"  Gulf  Coast  Provost  Tim  Hudson  said. 

Although  CENTED  is  a  nonacademic  program,  it  will  work  close- 
ly with  the  university's  Master's  of  Economic  Development  degree 
program  to  develop  a  specialized  tourism  track  and  involve  students 
in  research  projects.  Within  three  years,  CENTED  aims  to  enlist  at 
least  25  students  in  this  program. 


Battle  of  the  Bulls  and  Bears,  in  Real  Time  - 

■  The  scene  at  the  university's  new  student-trading  room  in 
March  might  not  have  matched  the  New  York  Stock  Exchange  as 
far  as  chaos — no  screaming  day  traders,  no  paper  littering  the 
floor.  But  it  was  every  bit  as  functional  as  the  state's  first  student- 
trading  room  linked  students  in  "real-time"  with  the  worlds 
major  exchanges. 

~7-s 1       Patterned    after    major 

trading  floors  like  the 
"^^  "  NYSE,  the  trading  room 
houses  computers  pow- 
ered by  the  latest  software 
that  provides  current  data, 
news  and  quotes  on  a  glob- 
al scale.  Dr.  Michael 
Melton,  director  of  the 
Southern  Miss  Center  for 
Financial  Services,  said  the 
new  facility  was  designed  to  enhance  students'  education  with  a 
real-time  environment.  "They  are  now  able  to  see  markets  global- 
ly interact,"  he  said. 

"Real-time  news  and  data  have  allowed  students  to  make  more 
sound  investment  decisions,"  Melton  said.  "Our  students  are 
gaining  invaluable  experience  with  derivative  securities  such  as 
options  and  futures." 

Located  on  the  first  floor  of  Joseph  Greene  Hall,  home  of  the 
College  of  Business  Administration,  the  new  room  is  adorned 
with  two  television  sets  and  trading-zone  clocks  showing  times 
in  London,  Frankfurt,  Chicago,  Tokyo  and  New  York.  In  the 
lobby  of  Greene  Hall,  a  series  of  stock  prices  now  stream  across 
the  new  ticker  that  was  funded  by  contributions  from  Bill 
Hudson,  CEO  of  Hudson  Salvage. 

Finance  students  at  Southern  Miss  can  now  watch  in  real  time 
as  the  open-market  operations  relate  and  interact  globally.  For 
example,  Melton  said  students  can  see  how  the  Japanese  market 
influences  the  New  York  Stock  Exchange  and  vice  versa. 

The  ability  to  research  stocks  in  the  new  trading  room  should 
be  a  boon  to  finance  students  managing  the  $100,000  gift  donat- 
ed by  the  USM  Foundation  last  year,  said  Dr.  William  Gunther, 
dean  of  the  College  of  Business  Administration. 

"When  we  teach  kids  about  the  real  world,  it  helps  if  we  can 
mimic  it  as  closely  as  possible,"  Gunther  said.  "That  way,  when 
they're  ready  to  leave  here,  they  can  hit  the  ground  running." 

Melton  said,  "We're  managing  real  money  from  the  university 
and  with  the  trading  room,  we  can  make  more  sound  decisions. 
In  the  old  days  you  had  to  work  with  yesterdays  information; 
now  we  have  state-of-the-art  equipment  that  will  make  their 
decisions  that  much  better." 

Representing  Primerica,  a  division  of  Citigroup  that  helped 
fund  the  trading  room,  Mike  Landrum  was  on  hand  to  watch  stu- 
dents eagerly  explore  their  new  amenities.  "You're  not  going  to 
find  anything  like  this  in  the  country,  much  less  the  state,"  said 
Landrum,  a  former  Southern  Miss  football  player  who  enjoyed  a 
three-year  career  with  the  Atlanta  Falcons  before  entering  a  suc- 
cessful career  in  finance.  "This  will  provide  students  real  business 
training  while  they're  getting  their  education." 
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Scott  Aquarium:  A  'Window  to  the  Sea' 

■  If  the  last  20  years  have  been  an 
educational  and  commercial  success 
for  the  J.L.  Scott  Aquarium,  then  hold 
onto  your  waders  and  secure  your 
snorkels  because  the  next  10  years 
promises  a  tidal  wave  of  progress. 

Over  the  next  decade,  the  marine 
education  center  and  tourist  attrac- 
tion in  Biloxi  will  undergo  radical 
improvements.  On  the  drawing 
board  are  plans  to  expand  the 
42,000-gallon  Gulf  of  Mexico  tank  to 
400,000  gallons,  roughly  the  size  of  the  Aquarium  of  the  Americas  in 
New  Orleans.  An  IMAX-style  3-D  theater  also  is  envisioned,  as  well  as 
a  500-seat  amphitheater  facing  Deer  Island  that  could  be  used  for  "sea- 
symphonies." 

"We  are  the  window  to  the  sea,"  said  Dr.  Sharon  Walker,  Southern 
Miss  professor  and  administrator  of  the  university's  33,000-square- 
foot  facility  that  represents  one  of  the  six  research  centers  in  USM's 
current  College  of  Marine  Sciences.  "What  we  do  is  basically  bridge 
the  gap  between  what  marine  researchers  are  doing  and  the  publics 
understanding  of  how  it  affects  them,"  she  added.  "Through  our 
exhibits,  they  can  look  in  and  see  that  research  in  a  tangible  form." 


Scott  Aquarium  recently  was  given  approval  by  the  secretary  of 
states  office  in  cooperation  with  the  State  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Institutions  of  Higher  Learning  to  conceive  a  master  plan  for  the  new 
facility  which  would  be  built  on  the  current  site  at  Point  Cadet. 

Walker  said  the  expanded  aquanum  probably  would  be  built  first 
because  the  revenue  it  created  would  help  fund  the  other  projects. 

Part  of  what  makes  Scott  Aquanum  so  unique  is  that  it  has  one  foot 
in  tourism  and  another  in  education.  Funded  in  the  Gulf  Coast 
Research  Laboratory's  line -item  budget,  Scott  Aquarium  has  received 
several  prestigious  grants,  including  a  recent  one  by  the  National 
Science  Foundation  that  makes  the  aquanum  headquarters  for  the 
Central  Gulf  of  Mexico  Center  for  Ocean  Sciences  Education 
Excellence  (COSEE).  The  grant  is  funded  in  conjunction  with  the 
National  Sea  Grant  College  Program  and  the  Office  of  Naval  Research. 

Each  year,  about  31,000  pre-college  teachers  and  their  students 
come  from  around  the  country  to  the  renowned  aquarium  to  ieam 
and  develop  their  own  programs,"  Walker  said. 

"Our  mission  is  to  increase  awareness  of  marine  and  aquatic  envi- 
ronments in  the  public  and  in  our  31,000  pre-college  students  and 
teachers,"  Walker  said.  "We  realize  not  everyone  is  going  to  become  a 
scientist — nor  would  we  want  them  to  be — but  we  can  empower 
these  people  to  make  more  responsible  decisions  about  resources  and 
the  fragility  of  our  environment  and  how  we're  all  interconnected." 

—Christopher  Mapp  '98,  '00 


CJA  Graduates  First  Class  - 

■  Kady  Beaoui  has  witnessed  first- 
hand the  way  the   Citizenship  and 
Justice  Academy  transforms  the  lives  of 
troubled  youth. 

"Before  joining  the  academy  a  lot  of  the 
kids  coming  here  have  this  attitude  that  the 
government  or  society  owes  them  something," 
said  Beaoui,  a  case  manager  at  CJA.  "When  they  leave 
here,  they  have  a  sense  of  What  can  I  do  to  give  back  to 
my  community?'" 

Originally  developed  by  the  Gulfport  Municipal  Court,  the  CJA  is 
now  in  a  strategic  partnership  with  USM  Gulf  Park,  which  operates 
the  vocational  and  educational  program  through  a  grant  from  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Labor. 

In  early  February,  CJA  saw  the  first  fruits  of  its  efforts  to  help  dis- 
advantaged youth  as  2 1  participants  graduated  at  the  Gulf  Park  cam- 
pus. The  ceremony  marked  the  completion  of  the  participants'  first 
phase  of  occupational  and  educational  training. 

Currently,  CJA  targets  just  the  disadvantaged  youth  entering  the 
Harrison  County  Court  system,  which  sees  a  significant  number  of 
cases  each  month  involving  those  aged  16-21.  These  courts  retain 
jurisdiction  over  these  youth  for  up  to  two  years  in  some  cases. 
Robert  Norris,  assistant  director  of  CJA,  said  this  constant  population 
of  adolescents  gives  the  staff  an  opportunity  to  provide  essential  serv- 
ices to  these  youths. 

Two  of  the  primary  goals  of  the  CJA,  which  began  September  24,  are 
for  all  offenders  to  obtain  their  General  Equivalency  Diploma  (GED) 
and  learn  skills  that  will  help  them  get  into  college  or  land  a  job. 


Greeks  Donate  $1,200  to  Charities 

University  fraternities  have  donated  $1,200  to  10  charitable 
and  community  service  organizations  in  the  Hattiesburg  area 
from  the  proceeds  of  a  golf  tournament  staged  last  fall. 

The  money — raised  during  the  Interfraternity  Council's 
Southern  Miss  Golf  Classic  November  15  at  Canebreak  Golf 
Course — was  distributed  to  Special  Olympics,  Hattiesburg 
Habitat  for  Humanity  Southern  Pine  Animal  Shelter,  Aldersgate 
Missions,  Cystic  Fibrosis,  Salvation  Army,  Civitan  Camp. 
Children's  Miracle  Network,  American  Heart  Association  and 
PUSH  America. 

Fraternities  participating  in  the  fund-raising  effort  included 
Alpha  Tau  Omega,  Delta  Tau  Delta,  Kappa  Alpha.  Kappa  Sigma. 
Phi  Kappa  Tau,  Pi  Kappa  Alpha,  Pi  Kappa  Phi.  Sigma  Alpha 
Epsilon,  Sigma  Chi,  Sigma  Nu  and  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon. 


Senior  Will  Mattern  of  Hattiesburg,  left,  accepts  a  check  from  Bay  St.  Louis 
senior  Jeff  Rose  as  Mick  Bullock,  a  senior  from  Columbia,  watches. 
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Panton  Named  Dean  of  Honors  College 

■  The  university's  assistant  director  of 
British  Studies,  Dr.  Ken  Panton,  was 
named  new  dean  of  the  Honors  College. 

Panton,  a  native  of  Edinburgh, 
Scotland,  and  member  of  the  Southern 
Miss  Geography  Department  faculty 
since  1997,  will  take  over  the  post 
vacated  by  Dr.  Maureen  Ryan,  who  was 
promoted  to  associate  provost  last  fall. 
Dr.  Tom  Richardson,  coordinator  of  senior  honors  in  the 
Honors  College,  has  been  serving  as  interim  dean. 

Panton  received  a  masters  degree  in  geography  and  sub- 
sidiary politics  and  social  anthropology  from  the  University 
of  Edinburgh  in  Scotland  in  1970.  He  earned  a  doctorate 
from  King's  College,  University  of  London,  in  1972. 

Alum  Named  New  Development  Director 

■  Longtime  BellSouth  executive  Tim  A. 
Ryan  75  assumed  new  duties  in 
February  as  executive  director  of  the 
university's  Office  of  Development. 

Ryan  has  served  for  the  past  eight 
years  as  district  manager  of  corporate 
and  external  affairs  for  BellSouth's 
Pinebelt  Area.  He  succeeds  Susan  H. 
Hollandsworth,  who  had  held  the  post  on  an  interim  basis 
since  last  July. 

Ryan  is  a  current  member  of  the  USM  Foundation,  the 
Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  and  the  USM  College 
of  Business  Administration  Advisory  Council. 

Roman  Takes  Reins  at  Hydrographic  Science 
Research  Center 

■  Retired  U.S.  Navy  Capt.  Donald  A. 
Roman  has  assumed  duties  as  director 
of  the  Hydrographic  Science  Research 
Center. 

Roman  said  his  focus  will  be  to 
direct  the  center's  efforts  toward 
improving  navigation  and  charting 
capabilities  for  the  Navy,  commercial 
vessels  and  recreational  boaters — and 
seeking  new  research  opportunities  for  the  center  scien- 
tists. He  said  he  regards  as  a  major  benefit  the  program's 
strategic  location  at  the  center  of  the  world's  largest  pop- 
ulation of  working  hydrographers  and  oceanographers  at 
the  Stennis  Space  Center. 

A  native  of  Utica,  N.Y.,  Roman  retired  as  a  captain  from 
the  U.S.  Navy  in  March  2000  and  as  chief  of  staff  of  the 
Naval  Meteorology  and  Oceanography  Command 
(CNMOC)  at  the  Stennis  Space  Center. 


3-D  Art  Building  Breaks  Ground 

■  University  officials  broke 
ground  in  January  to  start  the 
final  phase  of  construction  on 
the  long-awaited  $1.2  million 
3-D  Art  Building. 

During  the  ceremony, 
benefactors  Tommy  Dulaney 
president  of  Structural  Steel 
Services,  and  his  wife, 
Margaret,  of  Meridian,  and 
Charles  and  Anita  Price  of 
Hattiesburg  were  recognized  for  their  support  of  the  project  by  nam- 
ing the  facility  in  their  honor — the  Structural  Steel  Services  3-D  Art 
Building  and  the  Price  Sculpture  Studio. 

The  5,790-square-foot  building  will  serve  as  studio  classrooms  for 
all  functions  of  the  3-D  art  program  and  will  be  equipped  with  high- 
quality  tools  and  workstations.  The  Art  Department  also  plans  to  host 
public  workshops  in  these  multipurpose  spaces. 

In  1990,  phase  one  of  the  project  included  a  new  foundry  at  a  cost  of 
$191,800.  Phase  two  in  2000,  an  initial  addition,  cost  $183,000.  Upon 
completion  of  this  third  and  final  phase,  at  a  cost  of  $826,025,  the 
building  will  contain  the  Price  Sculpture  Studio,  classrooms,  a  wood 
shop,  machine  shop,  plaster  and  stone  lab,  offices  and  a  critique-exhi- 
bition space.  The  total  cost  is  $1.2  million. 

The  Pride  to  Sport  New  Uniforms 

■  University  officials  recently  unveiled  the 
new  design  of  The  Pride  of  Mississippi's  march- 
ing band  uniform.  The  winning  uniform 
design  was  on  display  following  a  public  vot- 
ing campaign  conducted  on  the  Alumni 
Association's  Web  site,  where,  in  a  close  race, 
the  design  received  52  percent  of  more  than 
3,300  votes. 

The  new  Southern  Miss  Pride  black  and 
gold  marching  band  uniform  is  accented  by 
black  sequins  lining  a  white  front  stripe,  which 
gives  the  uniform  great  flash  when  set  off  by 
white  accents  on  the  cuffs  and  collar. 
According  to  Dr.  Mary  Ann  Stringer,  dean  of  the  College  of  The 
Arts,  President  Thames  has  allocated  $15  of  every  student's  activity 
fee  to  the  college,  with  the  majority  being  used  on  the  purchase  of 
new  uniforms  this  year.  Additionally,  50  cents  of  every  football  ticket 
sold  goes  directly  to  the  band  program  for  the  support  of  scholarships 
and  equipment. 

Dr.  Thomas  Fraschillo,  director  of  bands,  also  announced  a  fund- 
raising  campaign  to  buy  additional  uniforms  and  to  establish  a  fund 
to  support  uniform  upkeep  and  changes  in  the  future.  He  said  uni- 
forms can  be  purchased  by  an  individual  or  a  group  of  sponsors  for 
$300  each.  Each  donor  will  have  his  or  her  name  embroidered  inside 
the  new  uniform,  and  donors  will  be  recognized  during  halftime  and 
pregame  announcements  at  each  football  game  during  the  2003- 
2004  season.  Additionally  donors  will  receive  Pride  Club  member- 
ship for  one  year. 

Donations  should  be  sent  to  The  Pride,  Box  5031,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
39406-5031.  Checks  can  be  made  payable  to  the  USM  Foundation. 
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'Virtual  Librarian'  Now  Available 

Even  if  you're  conducting  research  through 
Southern  Miss  libraries  via  the  Internet,  a 
"live"  librarian  at  the  university  will  still  be  at 
your  service. 

Southern  Miss  libraries  now  have  a  "real- 
time" chat  reference  service,  allowing  Internet  users  to  "talk"  with  a  librar- 
ian as  they  search  a  library  database,  the  online  library  catalog  known  as 
Anna  or  other  Internet  sources. 

"With  heavy  use  of  electronic  resources,  library  users  don't  always 
know  the  best  tool  for  the  material  they  are  seeking,"  said  Kay  Wall,  asso- 
ciate dean  of  libraries.  "By  implementing  online  chat  reference,  all  USM 
faculty,  staff  and  students — regardless  of  location — may  ask  a  librarian  to 
assist  them  with  research  online." 

The  new  chat  service  is  also  a  convenient  way  to  receive  answers  to 
questions  about  e-reserves,  interlibrary  loan,  library  hours  and  article 
delivery  services.  Users  can  also  have  transcripts  of  the  sessions  e-mailed 
back  to  them  for  reference.  Wall  said  Southern  Miss  is  the  first  public  uni- 
versity library  in  the  state  to  use  the  service. 

For  off-campus  access,  Internet  service  and  a  Southern  Miss  identifi- 
cation card  is  required.  Go  to  the  library  Web  site  at  www.lib.usm.edu, 
click  on  the  "Chat  with  Librarian"  link  under  the  heading  "Library  Links." 
Then  follow  instructions  for  software  download.  At  that  point,  you  will 
be  asked  to  enter  a  10-digit  identification  number  and  from  there,  the 
"Ask  A  Librarian"  call  button  will  appear  on  the  upper  right-hand  corner 
of  each  library  page  accessed. 

Current  hours  for  live  reference  are  2-9  p.m.  on  Monday,  Tuesdays  and 
Wednesdays,  except  for  university  holidays  and  semester  breaks.  For 
more  information,  contact  Southern  Miss  Library  Information  Services  at 
(601)  266-4249  or  on  the  Internet  at  AskUs@lib.usm.edu. 


Governor  Nominates  Center  for  Recognition 

■  The  Mississippi  Center  for  Community  and  Civic 
Engagement  at  Southern  Miss  has  been  nominated  by  Gov. 
Ronnie  Musgrove  as  an  "exemplary  leadership  development  and 
civic  engagement  program"  that  will  be  recognized  at  the 
Southern  Growth  Policies  Board's  annual  conference  in  Biloxi 
June  1-3  as  part  of  the  group's  Innovators  Program. 

The  CCCE  will  be  featured  along  with  approximately  30 
other  best  practices  in  leadership  development  and  civic 
engagement  throughout  the  South. 

ILR  Receives  $100K  Donation 

The  Institute  for  Learning  in  Retirement  received  a  boost 
recently  from  one  of  its  own  members  with  a  $100,000  donation. 

The  anonymous  donation  will  provide  initial  funding  to 
endow  the  university  liaison  position  for  the  ILR.  "The  strong 
commitment  to  this  organization  is  exemplified  by  this  dona- 
tion," said  President  Shelby  F  Thames. 

Southern  Miss  provides  an  educational  opportunity  designed 
to  meet  the  needs  of  America's  maturing  population  through  the 
USM  Institute  for  Learning  in  Retirement.  "This  donation  will 
help  assure  the  long-term  standing  of  the  relationship  between 
the  university  and  ILR  by  endowing  the  liaison  position,"  said 
ILR's  past  president,  Tom  Price. 

Older  adults  who  care  about  their  education,  who  are  self- 
motivated,  and  who  wish  to  dehne  their  own  educational  expe- 
rience are  able  to  realize  their  personal  goals  in  a  relaxed  uni- 
versity atmosphere  through  participation  in  the  Institute.  The 
major  objectives  of  the  Institute  are  to  involve  learners  in  devel- 
oping college-level,  noncredit  educational  activities  and  to  pro- 
vide an  organizational  structure  that  distinguishes  the  Institute 
as  an  education  community. 


Vietnam  Studies  Program  Wins  National  Award 

■  Southern  Miss'  popular  Vietnam  Studies 
program  has  won  a  prestigious  national 
award  for  innovation  in  making  study 
abroad  more  accessible  to  a  wider  student 
population. 

The  Southern  Miss  program  was  among 
winners  of  the  second  annual  Andrew 
Heiskell  Awards  for  Innovation  in 
International  Education.  Vietnam  Studies 
received  an  honorable  mention  for  2002- 
2003  in  the  Study-Abroad  category.  Only 
nine  programs  were  recognized  for  excel- 
lence among  more  than  600  IIE-member  insti-  Vietnam  War  combat  veteran  John  Young,  right,  of  Picayune  explains  the  Battle  of  Con  Jiouc  to  study-abroad 

tutions  of  higher  learning  nationwide. 


The  Vietnam  Studies  program,  created  and  directed  by  history  pro- 
fessor Andrew  Wiest,  has  attracted  widespread  attention  for  its  aca- 
demic design,  study-abroad  opportunities,  focus  on  veterans  and 
presentation  to  working  adults.  In  2002,  the  program  received  the 
Association  for  Continuing  Higher  Education  (ACHE)  Region  VII 
Distinguished  Program  Recognition  Award. 

Wiest's  six-year-old  Vietnam  War  course,  traditionally  offered  dur- 
ing the  spring  semester  each  year,  regularly  involves  the  participation 


students  last  summer  on  the  site  of  the  June  19, 1967,  battle  12  miles  south  of  Saigon. 

of  veterans — many  of  whom  sutler  from  Posttraumatic  Stress  Disorder. 
Veterans  also  accompany  students  in  the  study-abroad  program 

"The  most  innovative  aspect  of  the  program  is  that  we  take  American 
veterans  with  us  to  share  their  experiences  on  the  exact  sue  of  some  ol 
their  most  horrific  battles,"  said  Dr.  Brian  O'Neil,  assistant  professor  of  his- 
tory and  professor  of  record  for  the  Vietnam  Studies  program.  "While 
there,  the  US.  wis  also  meet  with  Vietnamese  veterans  and,  in  many 
ways,  their  meetings  symbolize  a  new  era  in  US. -Vietnam  relations.  S-t 
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All  events  are  subject  to  change  and  should  be  confirmed.  Any  questions  regarding  these  events  can  be  directed  to  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association  at  alumni@usm.edu,  or  call  (601)  266-5013.  Please  visit  www.SouthernMissAlumni.com/events.htm  for  the  most  up-to-date 
calendar.  All  events  are  located  on  the  Southern  Miss  campus  unless  otherwise  noted. 


30         Panama  City,  Fla. 

Alumni  Association  Lunch  Event 
Holiday  Inn /Time  TBA 


"Mississippi,  The 

Birthplace  of 

America's  Music" 

concert 

Presented  by  the  USM 

Symphony  Orchestra 

For  tickets,  call  (601)  266-5418 

Reed  Green  Coliseum  /  7:30  p.m. 

Pensacola,  Fla. 

Alumni  Association  Lunch  Event 
Location  and  time  TBA 

Junior  Recognition  Night 
South  Central  Alumni  Chapter 
Mannoni  Performing  Arts  Center  / 
6:30  p.m. 

Laurel,  Miss. 

Junior  Recognition  Night 
Laurel  Metro  Alumni  Chapter 
Location  TBA  /  7  p.m. 

Pascagoula,  Miss. 

Junior  Recognition  Night 
Southeast  Mississippi  Chapter 
Jones  County  Fairgrounds  Civic 
Center /7  p.m. 


Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

USMAA  Executive 
Committee  Meeting 
Location  TBA  /  3  p.m. 


SOUTHERN 
MISSISSIPPI 
•ALUMNI- 


McComb,  Miss. 

USMAA /Eagle  Club  Golf 
Tournament  and  Dinner 
Fernwood  Country  Club/ 
Time  TBA 

Houston,  Texas 

Women's  Softball 
Conference  USA  Tournament 
Location  and  time  TBA 


Atlanta,  Ga. 

Conference  USA 
Alumni  Golf  Tournament 
Location  and  time  TBA 


12-16     Private  Investigators  Course 

Presented  by  the  Department  of 
Continuing  Education 
Hattiesburg  campus  /  Time  TBA 

16         Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

USM  Foundation  Black  Tie  Dinner 
Lake  Terrace  Convention  Center/ 
Time  TBA 

16         Atlanta,  Ga. 

Kristin  Bower  Golf  Tournament 
Location  and  time  TBA 

19         Meridian,  Miss. 

USMAA/Eagle  Club  Golf 
Tournament 

Northwood  Country  Club  / 
Time  TBA 

19         Meridian,  Miss. 

USMAA/Eagle  Club  Social 
Northwood  Country  Club  /  4  p.m. 
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24 


20  Columbus,  Miss. 

Alumni  Association  Dinner  Event 
Location  TBA /6:30  p.m. 

21  New  Orleans,  La. 

Men's  Baseball 

Conference  USA 

Tournament 

Tulane  University  /  Time  TBA 

21         Tupelo,  Miss. 

Alumni  Association  Dinner  Event 
Woody's  /  6:30  p.m. 


Memphis,  Tenn. 

Alumni  Association  Dinner  Event 
Location  TBA /6:30  p.m. 


International  Alumni  Association 

Board  meeting 

University  Commons  /  Time  TBA 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

Alumni  Association  Dinner  Event 
Gordon  Biersh  (Midtown  Atlanta)/ 
7  p.m. 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

Alumni  Association  Dinner  Event 
Location  TBA /6:30  p.m. 


28- 
Sept. 


Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

"She  Stoops  to  Conquer" 
by  Oliver  Goldsmith  Presented 
by  Southern  Arena  Theatre 
For  tickets,  call 

(601)  266-5418  or  (800)  844-8425. 
Location  TBA /7:30  p.m. 


Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

"The  Unexpected 

Guest" 

by  Agatha  Christie 

Presented  by 

Southern  Arena 

Theatre 

For  tickets,  call 

(601)  266-5418  or 

(800)  844-8425. 

Location  TBA /7:30  p.m. 

Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

"The  Foreigner" 
by  Larry  Shue 
Presented  by  Southern 
Arena  Theatre 
For  tickets,  call 
(601)  266-5418  or 
(800)  844-8425. 
Location  TBA /7:30  p.m. 

Jackson,  Miss. 

Jackson  All-Star  Party 
Mississippi  Trade  Mart  /  5  p.m. 


San  Francisco 

Southern  Miss 

Football 

vs.  Cal  Berkley 

Hosted  by  USMAA, 

USM  Foundation, 

Athletic  Department 

For  more 

information, 

call  (601)  266-5013. 


SOUTHERNMISSTRIVIA 

How  well  do  you  know  your  alma  mater? 
Test  your  USM  knowledge  to  find  out. 


1.  In  what  year  did  USM  enroll  its  first  African- 
American  students? 

2.  In  what  year  did  the  university's  presence  on 
the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  begin? 

3.  A  hallmark  of  Southern  Miss'  final  home  game 
of  the  football  season  is  a  stirring  rendition  of 
what  song  performed  by  The  Pride  of 
Mississippi  Marching  Band? 

4.  What  signals  the  beginning  of  the  Eagle  Walk 
two  hours  before  kickoff? 


Answers  on  page  45 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPPI 


£ott&erh,  S^rehti  Theatre 


SEASON  2003 


SHE  STOOPS  TO  CONQUER 

by  Oliver  Goldsmith 
July  3,  9, 12, 17,  20,  24,  29 

THE  UNEXPECTED  GUEST 

by  Agatha  Christi 
July  5, 10, 15, 18,  22,  25,  30 

THE  FOREIGNER 

by  Larry  Shue 
July  8, 11, 16, 19,  23,  26,  31 


For  more  informa- 
tion about  the 
College  of  The 
Arts  or  to  view 
upcoming  events, 
visit  us  at 
www.arts.usm.edu. 

AA/EOE/ADAI  pps  44152  4/02 
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Scholarships  Pay  Off  for 
Students  and  the  University 


UPDATE 


By  Mathew  A.  Cox 

Director  oj  Recruitment  Operations  &  Alumni  Liaison 

In  this  most  competitive  world  of  college  and  university  student 
recruitment,  we  sometimes  get  so  caught  up  in  the  day-to-day 
business  at  hand  that  we  forget  to  think  about  how  our  efforts 
truly  impact  the  students  we  serve.  Specifically  those  of  us  in  the 
recruitment  business  have  come  to  realize  that  awarding  scholarship 
money  is  as  much  a  standard  process  as  entering  an  admission  appli- 
cation or  reviewing  a  transcript.  Scholarships  have  become  the  expec- 
tation of  an  ever- increasing  group  of  students,  and  so  our  institution 
has  strategically  engaged  in  scholarship  programming  that  affects  not 
just  our  prospective  students  but  the  entire  university. 

It  is  sometimes  difficult  to  get  an  exact  dollar  figure  on  how  much 
these  students  bring  to  the  university.  However,  I  can  tell  you  that  we 
would  typically  spend  more  than  $1  million  in  scholarships  on  our 
freshman  class,  and  they  would  then  spend  more  than  $11  million  in 
fees,  housing,  food,  books,  etc.,  during  their  first  year  with  us. 
Admittedly,  I'm  no  mathematician,  but  even  I  can  tell  that  this  is  a 
wise  financial  investment. 

But  that's  dollars.  What  about  the  "nonfinancial  impact?"  That  is, 
what  about  the  quality  of  the  student  we  enroll  due  to  our  scholar- 
ship activity?  Sure,  we  can  run  data  reports  that  show  how  many  stu- 
dents of  various  ranges  of  ACT  or  SAT  enroll.  We  can  track  the  enroll- 
ment rate  of  students  who  get  scholarships  versus  those  who  don't,  or 
even  track  retention  rates  of  scholarship  students  once  they  get  here. 
We  can,  and  do,  pay  attention  to  these  types  of  trends,  but  my  ques- 
tion remains — what  impact  do  our  scholarships  have  on  the  student 
as  an  individual? 

Why  don't  we  go  directly  to  the  source  and  examine  what  a  few 
students  (of  the  hundreds  who  have  had  similar  experiences)  had  to 
say  about  their  relationship  with  Southern  Miss  due  in  part  to  our 
scholarship  packages. 

Incoming  fall  2003  freshman  and  Southern  Miss  legacy  Holly 
Holifield  from  Meridian  said  that  aside  from  the  financial  impact  of 
being  able  to  help  pay  for  her  education  and  not  having  to  saddle 
mom  and  dad  with  all  of  the  cost,  she  felt  her  scholarships  would  be 
a  nice  reward  for  all  of  her  hard  work  during  high  school.  "I  am  very 
proud  to  be  able  to  tell  others  that  I  am  receiving  both  a  Leadership 
and  Academic  Excellence  scholarship  to  Southern  Miss,"  Holly  said. 
"...it  definitely  put  the  icing  on  the  cake  because  I  already  knew 
Southern  Miss  was  an  awesome  place  to  be.  This  just  gave  me  more 
positive  aspects  to  add  to  the  list." 


Did  You  Know? 

More  than  500  students  apply  for  Leadership 
and  Luckyday  Citizenship  Scholarships  each 
year,  resulting  in  150  Leadership  Scholars  and 
100  Luckyday  Scholars 

More  than  60  students  interviewed  for 
Presidential  Scholarships,  and  10  are  selected 
to  receive  these  full-paid  awards 


One  of  our  100  Luckyday  Citizenship  scholars,  Amaziah  Coleman 
of  Richton,  said,  "I  considered  scholarship  opportunities  very  highly, 
and  USM's  encouragement  in  applying  for  scholarships  was  very 
influential  in  my  decision  to  attend  college  here.  What  interested  me 
most  was  the  structure  of  the  Southern  Miss  Luckyday  scholarship 
program — other  schools  don't  offer  Luckyday  programs  in  the  same 
way  as  USM." 

Incoming  Presidential  Scholar  and  Honors  College  member  Todd 
Parker  of  Petal  said  he  was  impressed  with  our  Presidential 
Scholarship  because  many  other  colleges  he  considered  did  not  offer 
full  tuition  scholarships.  "There  were  many  factors  that  contributed  to 
my  choosing  to  attend  Southern  Miss. ..the  Presidential  Scholarship 
offer  did  'seal  my  decision'  to  attend  USM,  however,"  he  said. 

While  it  may  be  difficult  to  fully  realize  the  impact  that  Holly, 
Amaziah  and  Todd  will  make  aside  from  the  money  they  might  spend 
over  their  careers  here,  once  you  meet  them  and  realize  that  they  are 
characteristic  of  hundreds  of  more  Southern  Miss  freshmen,  the 
answer  becomes  quite  clear.  Students  such  as  these,  in  whom  we  have 
invested  significant  time  and  money,  will  no  doubt  give  back  to  this 
university  in  ways  you  and  I  may  not  be  able  to  count  by  processing 
data  or  crunching  numbers.  But  our  investment  in  them  will  pay  off. 

These  students  represent  the  best  we  have  to  offer,  and  their  impact 
will  be  felt  far  longer  than  just  the  four  years  they  spend  as  under- 
graduate students.  Our  scholarship  programs  have  enabled  us  to 
open  the  door  to  these  and  other  students  who  will  positively  and 
profoundly  impact  Southern  Miss  forever,  E* 
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The  Lucas  Legacy: 

Epilogue 


Yvonne  earns  her  GED.  Photo  reprinted  courtesy  of  the 
Hattiesburg  American  (January  1, 1986) 


By  Yvonne  Arnold  '90 

University  Archives 

The  past  three  episodes  of  "From  the 
Archives"  have  been  devoted  to  the  early  life, 
education  and  career  of  USM's  sixth  presi- 
dent, Dr.  Aubrey  Keith  Lucas.  For  the  final 
chapter  in  this  series,  I'm  stepping  out  of  my 
role  as  objective  writer  to  share  a  personal 
experience  that  illustrates  the  philanthropic 
side  of  this  outstanding  educator. 

With  my  readers'  indulgence,  I  will  begin 
at  the  beginning.  On  March  12,  1955,  dur- 
ing my  junior  year  in  high  school,  I  was  mar- 
ried to  William  Lee  Arnold,  a  Korean  War 
veteran  who  was  employed  by  the  USM 
Physical  Plant.  Due  to  family  considerations, 
I  dropped  out  of  high  school  shortly  after 
our  marriage,  and  it  was  a  choice  that  haunt- 
ed me  for  many  years. 

After  seeing  three  children  through  high 
school,  one  through  college  and  the  other 
two  through  vocational  training,  I  decided  it 
was  time  for  me  to  rectify  my  30-year-old 


mistake.  I  didn't  want  my  adult 
children  to  be  ashamed  of  their 
"dropout"  mother,  so  in  1985,  I 
took  the  GED  test  and  received 
my  General  Equivalency 
Diploma. 

I  felt  a  burden  had  been  lifted 
from    my    shoulders,    and    I 
thought  that  was  the  end  of  it. 
But  lo  and  behold,  in  January 
1986,   I  was  notified  that  my 
GED  score  was  the  highest  in 
the  Hattiesburg  testing  area  for 
1985,  and  Neda  Richards,  a  rep- 
resentative  of  the   Hattiesburg 
School  District,  wrote  an  article 
about  me  that  appeared  in  the  January  13, 
1986,  issue  of  the  Hattiesburg  American.  To 
me,  that  was  almost  as  good  as  graduating 
with  honors.   I  was  thrilled,  but  again,   I 
thought  that  was  the  end  of  it. 

At  that  time,  I  was  employed  as  head  of  the 
alterations  department  at  a  local  department 
store,  and  I  was  also  heavily  involved  in  help- 
ing my  daughter  plan  her 
wedding.  One  Thursday 
(my  day  off),  I  received  a 
phone  call  from  Carol 
Guice,  coordinator  of  adult 
studies  at  USM.  She  had 
seen  the  newspaper  article 
and  suggested  that  I  enroll 
in  college.  I  was  dumb- 
founded. I  had  never  enter- 
tained the  idea  of  college.  In 
fact,  I  did  not  know  that  one 
could  enroll  in  college  with 
only  a  GED.  I  assumed  a 
regular  diploma  and  ACT 
scores  would  be  required. 
Mrs.   Guice  explained  that 


students  could  enroll  in  her  program  on  a 
probationary  basis,  and  upon  successful 
completion  of  12  semester  hours,  they  could 
be  admitted  as  regular  students. 

I  told  Mrs.  Guice  I  would  consider  college 
after  my  daughter's  wedding,  and  she  prom- 
ised to  call  and  remind  me,  which  she  did.  I 
enrolled  for  the  1986  summer  semester,  and 
my  first  course  was  Western  Civilization 
102,  a  night  class  taught  by  Dr.  John  Switzer, 
after  which  I  was  thoroughly  hooked  on 
higher  education.  I  continued  to  take  night 
classes  for  the  next  two  years,  amassing 
enough  hours  to  achieve  sophomore  status. 
However,  it  became  increasingly  difficult  to 
work  full  time,  take  care  of  my  home,  and  go 
to  class  two  or  three  nights  per  week.  1 
couldn't  afford  to  quit  my  job,  and  I  could 
find  no  source  of  financial  aid.  Frankly,  I  was 
becoming  somewhat  discouraged. 

It  was  at  that  point  that  my  son,  Gary, 
took  matters  into  his  hands.  One  day,  he 
asked  if  I  would  allow  him  to  show  my  grade 


Yvonne  enrolls  at  USM.  Photo  reprinted  courtesy  of  Hattiesburg 
American  (June  15, 1986) 
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reports  to  a  co-worker  who  didn't  believe  his 
mother  was  a  college  student.  I  saw  no  harm 
in  it,  so  I  gave  him  the  reports.  A  few  days 
later,  he  invited  me  over  to  his  house,  and  I 
could  not  believe  what  he  had  been  up  to. 
He  had  made  an  appointment  with  Dr. 
Aubrey  Lucas  to  discuss  my  situation.  He 
showed  Dr.  Lucas  my  academic  reports  and 
asked  if  there  was  anything  he  could  do  to 
help  me  get  some  sort  of  financial  aid. 


Yvonne  receives  diploma  (Dec.  14, 1990) 


Because  of  my  husbands  employment  at 
USM,  Dr.  Lucas  had  known  him  for  some 
time.  He  was  also  acquainted  with  our  son, 
Van,  who  was  a  sports  writer  for  the 
Hattiesburg  American,  but  he  had  never  met 
Gary  or  me.  However,  after  talking  with 
Gary,  he  scheduled  an  appointment  for  me 
to  meet  with  him.  At  that  meeting,  he  estab- 
lished a  "Special  Needs"  scholarship  (using 


My  "A"  Team:  Gary  Arnold  (Personal  Manager),  Van  Arnold  (Press  Agent),  Marilyn 
Arnold  Glenn  (Head  Cheerleader),  1997 


money  from  traffic  fines)  that  would  cover 
part  of  my  tuition — $500  for  the  fall  and 
spring  semesters  and  $350  for  the  summers. 
1  would  find  a  student  job  to  provide  the 
balance  of  my  tuition  and  pay  for  books.  It 
seemed  too  good  to  be  true;  I  would  actual- 
ly be  able  to  go  to  school  full  time. 

To  make  this  rather  long  story  short,  I 
enrolled  full  time  for  the  1988  fall  semester 
and  worked  as  a  student  assistant  in  the 
Circulation  Department  of  Cook  Library.  On 
December  14,  1990,  1  received  a  bachelors 
degree  in  secondary  education  and  social 
studies,  with  highest  honors.  After  all,  if  peo- 
ple like  Carol  Guice,  my  son,  Gary,  Dr.  Lucas 
and  numerous  others  saw  potential  in  me,  the 
least  I  could  do  was  to  try  to  prove  them  right. 

In  September  1991, 1  returned  to  USM  as 
an  employee.  I  began  as  an  assistant  in  the 
Music  Resource  Center,  and  in  1992,  I 
moved  to  McCain  Library  and  Archives  as 
archives  specialist,  a  position  I  hope  to  hold 
for  the  remainder  of  my  career. 

I  don't  believe  for  a  moment  that  the 
chain  of  events  I've  described  happened  by 
chance.  I  believe  that  the  hand  of  God  was 
at  work  in  my  life.  I  believe  He  wanted  me 
to  get  an  education,  and  He  worked  through 
other  people  to  ensure  that  it  happened. 


That's  my  story,  and  I'm  certain  that  it's 
only  one  of  hundreds,  or  even  thousands, 
that  could  be  told  about  the  assistance  Dr. 
Aubrey  Lucas  has  provided  to  students  over 
the  course  of  his  career.  So  on  behalf  of  all  of 
us,  I'd  like  to  say  a  heartfelt  "thank  you. "  te^ 

This  concludes  the  "From  the  Archives" 
series  on  past  presidents  of  USM.  In  the  next 
issue  of  The  Talon,  we  will  begin  a  series  of 
faculty  profiles,  the  first  of  which  will  be  Miss 
Alma  Hickman. 


Dr.  Aubrey  Lucas:  My  benefactor  (ca.  1992) 
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Giving  from  the  Heart:  Thm 


New  Honor 
Club  Members 

SINCE  LAST  ISSUE 

PRESIDENT'S  CIRCLE 

Dr.  Todd  Adkins 
Madison,  Miss. 

Mr.  Keith  Payne 
,  Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

HERITAGE  SOCIETY 

Lee  K.  Holdman** 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

ASSOCIATES  FOR  EXCELLENCE 

Rich,  Jan,  and  Greg  Cooper 
Vicksburg,  Miss. 

David  and  Mary  E  Ford 
Biloxi,  Miss. 

Steve  and  Dianne  Garrett 
Birmingham,  Ala. 

Blake  Hamm 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Masanori  Hayashi 
Osaka,  Japan 

Dr.  Tony  L.  Henthorne 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Dr.  Lon  and  Belinda  Mathias 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Linda  and  Dan  McFall 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Don  and  Helen  Pulliam 
Laurel,  Miss. 

Dr.  Peter  H.  Ranelli 
Waveland,  Miss. 

George  W  Sholl 
Moss  Point,  Miss. 

Sharon  H.  and  William  W  Walker 
Ocean  Springs,  Miss. 

**  Deceased 


Keith  Payne 


Keith  Payne  of  Hattiesburg  holds  the  memory  of  two  Phi  Kappa  Tau  fraternity  brothers  close 
to  his  heart  and  deems  them  a  worthy  cause  for  contributing  to  Southern  Miss.  Through  a 
$500,000  life  insurance  policy,  Payne  will  fund  the  Chris  Morgan  Memorial  Journalism 
Scholarship  and  the  Dustin  Tauzier  Memonal  Business  Administration  Scholarship.  The  policy 
will  also  fund  scholarships  for  the  Baptist  Student  Union,  the  Wesley  Foundation,  and  a  schol- 
arship honoring  Dr.  Charles  Burchell. 

"Keith  was  very  generous  to  create  this  life  insurance  policy  in  order  to  make  funds  avail- 
able for  these  five  different  fields  of  study,"  said  Ben  Samel,  associate  director  of  development  planned  giving. 
"Its  similar  to  leaving  money  in  a  will  in  that  this  money  will  not  be  available  until  Keith  is  deceased." 
However,  he  said,  when  fully  funded,  these  endowments  will  provide  a  variety  of  scholarships  for  students 
who  meet  award  criteria. 

"Keith  and  the  entire  Payne  family  are  great  friends  of  Southern  Miss,"  said  Dr.  Shelby  E  Thames,  USM  pres- 
ident. "We  are  truly  grateful  for  their  exceptional  generosity.  Keith  will  touch  numerous  lives  and  professions 
through  this  gift." 

The  two  memorial  scholarships  are  designated  for  the  majors  of  Keiths  fraternity  brothers  and  will  be  award- 
ed with  preference  given  to  members  of  the  Phi  Kappa  Tau  Fraternity  Chris  Morgan,  who  was  from  Jefferson, 
La.,  died  in  1999  in  a  cliff-diving  accident  off  the  coast  of  Italy.  He  had  just  graduated  from  Southern  Miss  with 
a  bachelors  in  journalism.  Dustin  Tauzier,  a  25-year-old  whose  life  ended  in  April  2002  in  a  car  wreck,  had 
pursued  a  degree  in  business  administration  while  at  USM. 

The  Keith  Payne  Baptist  Student  Union  Scholarship  Fund  will  be  awarded  to  a  member  of  either  the  Baptist 
Student  Union  Leadership  Team  or  to  a  student  who  has  previously  served  or  is  currently  serving  as  a  BSU  stu- 
dent missionary. 

The  Wesley  Foundation  scholarship,  also  named  for  Payne,  will  be  granted  to  a  student  who  is  both  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Wesley  Foundation  Leadership  Team  and  is  active  in  its  mission  program. 

Payne,  who  received  his  1998  degree  from  USM  in  outdoor  recreation,  established  the  Dr.  Charles 
Burchell  Recreational  Administration  Scholarship  to  recognize  Dr.  Burchell,  longtime  USM  professor,  for 
serving  as  his  mentor  and  role  model. 

"Dr.  Burchell  has  played  a  profound  role  in  making  me  the  businessman  I  have  become,"  Payne  said.  "He's 
one  of  the  teachers  I  really  looked  up  to  while  I  was  in  school  here.  1  hope  that  other  students  will  be  fortunate 
enough  to  learn  as  much  as  I  did  from  Dr.  Burchell." 

Payne  now  works  in  real  estate  and  is  the  owner  of  Southern  Service  Center  and  Security  Concepts  Inc.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Army  National  Guard. 

"Attending  and  giving  to  Southern  Miss  are  traditions  that  run  deep  in  my  family,"  Payne  said.  "I  was  raised 
Southern  Miss  all  the  way." 

—Tina  Ladner 

Carl  and  Margaret  Alesio 

Dixie  Darlings  embrace  the  support  of  a  New  York  couple,  Carl  and  Margaret  Alesio,  who  recently  estab- 
lished the  Carl  and  Margaret  Alesio  Dixie  Darling  Scholarship  endowment. 

"Southern  Miss  is  one  of  the  only  universities  throughout  the  country  that  has  a  dance  team,  and  I  like  to 
propagate  unique  aspects  of  my  alma  mater,"  said  Carl  Alesio  '65.  "I  have  three  granddaughters,  and 
I  hope  someone  will  help  them  out  along  the  way,  as  well." 

When  fully  funded,  the  scholarship  will  be  awarded  to  a  student  who  is  in  good  stand- 
ing at  USM  and  is  a  member  of  the  Southern  Miss  dance  team. 

"Everyone  helps  the  boys  out,  whether  through  football,  basketball,  baseball,  etc.," 
Alesio  said.  "However,  the  Dixie  Darlings  and  girls'  sports  in  general  get  very  little  sup- 
port. Besides,  I  think  these  girls  are  valuable  ambassadors  to  the  university.   Their 
personalities  and  talent  lure  people  to  the  Southern  Miss  campus." 

Suzanne  Hirsch,  assistant  to  the  dean  of  the  College  of  The  Arts,  said  these  con- 
tributions are  invaluable.  "For  every  participant  who  has  experienced  the  Dixie 
Darlings,  it  is  still  very  much  a  part  of  their  lives,"  she  said.  "This  team  of  young 
women  depends  solely  upon  private  donations  to  offer  scholarships,  purchase 
uniforms,  and  operate  each  year.  Carl  and  Margaret  have  been  dear  friends  of 
the  Dixie  Darlings  for  many  years  and  understand  the  impact  their  contributions 
make  on  the  spirit  of  the  university." 

Alesio  pursued  a  major  in  health  and  physical  education  and  a  minor  in 
speech  during  his  time  at  Southern  Miss.  Although  he  did  not  receive  scholar- 
ships while  attending  the  university,  he  believes  it  is  important  to  help  those 
who  need  it.  "There  should  be  more  alumni  doing  the  same  thing,"  Alesio  said. 
Anne  Larman  of  Pass  Christian,  a  former  Dixie  Darling  and  current  president 
of  the  Dixie  Darling  Alumni  Association,  said  the  Alesios  have  been  major  sup- 
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Ralph  Simmons,  left,  is  present- 
ed his  Honor  Club  certificate 
from  Tim  Ryan,  executive  direc- 
tor of  the  Office  of  Development. 


porters  and  fund-raisers  for  the  annual  scholarship  program  for  the  dance  team  since  her  organization  began 
awarding  scholarships  in  1997.  "We  are  thrilled  Carl  and  Margaret  are  establishing  an  endowment  in  their 
names,"  Larman  said. 

Hirsch  said,  "This  endowment  will  enable  young  women  for  years  to  come  to  participate  in  the  Dixie 
Darlings  as  well  as  recognize  two  very  special  people  for  their  commitment  to  the  tradition  here  at 
Southern  Miss." 

"With  the  aid  of  the  Alesios,  Dixie  Darlings  will  have  the  financial  support  to  pay  for  their  college  educa- 
tions thus  helping  them  make  their  career  goals  a  reality  and  placing  effective  young  ladies  into  the  work 
place,"  said  Patsy  Mitchell,  sponsor  of  the  dance  team  and  director  of  auxiliary  units  at  Southern  Miss. 

"The  Dixie  Darlings  greatly  appreciate  the  Alesio  family  for  helping  current  and  future  Dixie  Darlings," 
said  Mitchell. 

—Tina  Ladner 

Ralph  T.  Simmons 

A  quality  education  is  the  bedrock  of  our  future  economic  development  and 
the  stability  of  our  country  according  to  Ralph  T.  Simmons  of  Laurel,  whose 
philosophy  is  evidenced  in  his  support  of  scholarships  at  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  and  in  his  dedication  to  community  service. 

"My  desire  is  to  try  to  help  young  people  continue  their  education,"  said 
Simmons,  who  received  a  bachelors  degree  in  personnel  management  from 
Southern  Miss  and  credits  the  university  with  giving  him  the  background  nec- 
essary to  succeed  in  work  and  life.  "USM  provided  me  with  academics,  ath- 
letics, arts  and  associations.  It  prepared  me  to  be  a  good  citizen." 

Over  the  years,  Simmons,  a  member  of  the  Presidents  Circle  in  the  Honor 
Club,  has  contributed  to  numerous  scholarship  funds  and  special  projects  at 
USM,  as  well  as  establishing  endowments  himself.  He  has  also  been  gener- 
ous with  his  time,  serving  on  university  and  community  boards  and  in  organizations  to  promote  the  well- 
being  of  others. 

"Southern  Miss  is  fortunate  to  have  a  friend  and  supporter  such  as  Ralph  Simmons,"  said  USM  President 
Shelby  E  Thames.  "His  tireless  effort  on  behalf  of  the  university  and  the  community  is  remarkable.  We  are 
sincerely  grateful  for  his  investment  in  the  lives  of  others." 

Last  December,  Simmons  and  his  mother  honored  their  longtime  friend  and  family  caregiver,  Dr.  James 
Wanes,  and  his  wife  with  an  endowment  to  fund  the  Dr.  James  C.  and  Josephine  Eaves  Waites  Health  Care 
Scholarship.  The  endowment  is  in  recognition  of  the  couples'  contribution  to  their  community  and  to  the 
medical  profession. 

Simmons  also  recently  established  a  gift  annuity  at  Southern  Miss  for  the  Ralph  T.  Simmons  Jones  County 
Endowment.  When  fully  funded,  the  endowment  will  provide  a  scholarship  for  an  incoming  freshman  who 
demonstrates  financial  need  and  is  enrolled  in  a  degree  program  at  USM.  Preference  will  be  given  to  a  stu- 
dent from  Simmons'  home  county. 

Simmons  also  established  a  gift  annuity  that  will  fund  the  Linnie  Cockrell  Simmons  Jasper  County 
Endowment  to  provide  a  scholarship  in  honor  of  his  mother  and  her  home  county.  This  scholarship  is  in 
addition  to  an  endowment  Simmons  had  previously  established  in  honor  of  both  his  parents,  the  Linnie 
Cockrell  and  Colby  D.  Simmons  Endowed  Scholarship. 

"Ralph's  planned  giving  gifts  are  a  reflection  of  his  longtime  generosity  to  his  fellow  man,"  said  Ben  Samel, 
associate  director  of  development  planned  giving.  "Over  the  past  30  years  I've  had  the  opportunity  to  work 
with  Ralph  with  the  Laurel  and  Mississippi  Heart  Association.  He  has  spent  countless  hours  in  volunteer 
work  helping  other  individuals  and  organizations  achieve  their  goals." 

Simmons  credits  his  parents,  his  faith,  and  his  friends  with  influencing  him  to  become  involved  in  com- 
munity service.  "There  are  so  many  opportunities  to  assist  others,"  he  said.  "Little  amounts  add  up  to  big 
amounts.  Whatever  the  amounts,  when  added  together,  can  help  do  good  things." 

One  priority  in  Simmons'  life  is  to  encourage  young  people  to  get  involved  and  give  back  all  the)-  can,  not 
only  financially,  but  also  with  their  time. 

"Basically,  I  feel  we  are  all  called  to  serve,  that  we  need  to  give  back  to  the  community  and  fellow  man,"  said 
Simmons,  who  is  an  active  deacon  in  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Laurel  and  teaches  a  sanctuary  Bible  class 
broadcast  on  television  and  radio.  Simmons  is  also  an  active  member  of  the  Kiwanis  Club  and  serves  on  the 
boards  of  the  Salvation  Army,  Parents  for  Drug  Free  Youth,  chairman  of  the  board  of  the  FBLA/PBL  Mississippi 
Foundation,  First  Bancshares  and  member  of  the  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning  Inter-Alumni  Council.  He  is 
the  past  president  of  the  Southern  Miss  International  Alumni  Association,  has  been  named  to  the  Alumni  Hall 
of  Fame  and  currently  serves  on  the  Investment  Subcommittee  of  the  USM  Foundation, 

"It's  important  for  our  USM  graduates  to  know  they  can  compete  with  anybody  in  the  world,"  said  Simmons, 
formerly  a  corporate  vice  president  with  Sunbeam-Oster  whose  headquarters  were  located  in  Providence,  R.I. 
"Endowments  guarantee  students  will  be  able  to  continue  with  educational  opportunities." 5^ 

— Donna  McGuyer 


Unitrust  Provides 
Income,  Donation 

A  popular  form  of  donation  to  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  is 
the  Chantable  Remainder  Unitrust,  a 
trust  that  pays  income  to  designated 
family  members  until  their  death, 
with  the  remaining  pnnciple  donated 
to  the  USM  Foundation  for  the  bene- 
fit of  various  scholarships.  After  all  the 
income  payments  have  been  complet- 
ed, remaining  funds  are  distnbuted  to 
scholarships  by  the  foundation. 

The  major  benefits  of  the  trust 
are  the  bypass  of  capital  gains  tax, 
increased  income,  current  chanta- 
ble federal  and  state  income  tax 
deductions,  and  federal  estate 
taxes.  The  donor  who  establishes 
the  trust  can  select  the  unitrust  per- 
centage, the  persons  to  receive  the 
income  from  the  trust,  and  the 
USM  Foundation  as  the  charity. 
With  this  type  of  trust,  the  donor 
may  add  to  it  after  it  has  been 
established. 

Each  trust  must  have  a  trustee 
who  is  responsible  to  invest  the 
property,  conduct  any  sales,  and 
file  the  appropriate  information 
and  tax  forms.  Since  the  trust  may 
last  for  several  years,  it  is  important 
to  select  a  trustee  in  whom  the 
donor  has  confidence.  The  trustee 
can  be  a  bank  or  trust  company,  or 
certain  qualified  individuals. 

Contact  my  office  at  (601)  266- 
5481  for  a  confidential  consultation 
on  the  many  ways  to  give  to  the 
USM  Foundation  or  to  Southern 
Miss  Athletic  Foundation.  For  more 
information,  visit  our  Web  site  at 
www.  foundation.usm.edu . 

—  Ben  Samel, 

associate  director 

development  planned  giving 
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Brotherhood  Recorded 

ike  many  alumni,  Terry  Pollard  '94,  '96 
■wanted  to  give  something  back  to  his  frater- 
nity and  his  alma  mater.  Active  as  a 
student — he  was  a  member  of  Southern  Style, 
The  Southerner  and  Alpha  Tau  Omega 
(ATO) — Pollard  has  continued  to  stay  involved 
by  producing  a  documentary  about  the  history 
of  his  fraternity's  Southern  Miss  chapter. 
The  soon-to-be  released  project  is  a  true  labor  of  love.  Pollard  first 
considered  writing  a  book  about  the  chapter's  history.  However,  as  time 
progressed,  he  decided  that  a  short  film  would  offer  a  more  complete 
record.  "A  video  documentary  can  tell  so  much  that  a  book  cannot,"  he 
said.  "To  see  and  hear  our  older  members  up  close  and  personal  is 
something  you  cannot  get  from  a  book." 

Fortunately,  Pollard  was  able  to  get  in  touch  with  some  of  the  chapter's 
founding  members.  In  fact,  he  began  the  project  by  filming  interviews 
with  J. T.  Palmer,  the  chapter's  first  initiate,  and  other  key  founding  mem- 
bers. Palmer,  who  in  his  14  years  at  Southern  Miss  was  a  student,  teacher 
and  adviser,  supplied  Pollard  with  hundreds  of  photos  and  documents 
that  detailed  the  history  of  the  fraternity  at  the  university.  Currently, 
Pollard  is  in  the  process  of  scanning  photographs  and  documents  and 
obtaining  information  from  alumni  of  the  last  six  decades. 

"I  am  in  the  process  now  of  naming  six  'decade  ATOs'  in  order  to 
streamline  the  enormous  collection  and  compilation  of  information," 
he  said.  "Each  'decade  ATO'  will  assist  in  gaining  information  from 
ATOs  for  the  decade  in  which  they  attended  college." 

Once  that  stage  in  complete,  Pollard  will  edit,  render  and  composite  the 
video,  adding  titles,  effects  and  music  to  help  tell  the  chapters  story.  The 
finished  documentary  will  consist  of  several  segments  that  detail  the  his- 
tory of  the  chapter,  starting  with  "The  years  of  Zeta  Sigma:  1930-1940." 
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The  Southern  Miss  chapter  of  Alpha  Tau  Omega  began  as  Zeta  Sigma. 

Other  than  filming,  all  work  on  the  documentary  is  done  on  Pollards 
personal  computer.  The  30-year-old  self-taught  filmmaker  said  he  was 
11  years  old  when  his  father  first  introduced  him  to  computers.  "At  that 
time,  very  few  people  had  computers,  and  1  felt  very  fortunate  that  my 
father  exposed  me  to  them,"  he  said.  Pollard,  who  is  an  English  instruc- 
tor at  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  Community  College,  likened  the  process 
of  making  a  movie  to  writing  a  story.  "You  have  to  know  your  tools  and 
your  ingredients,"  he  said.  "The  rest  is  persistence  and  perseverance." 

By  Homecoming  2003,  the  DVDs  and  VHS  tapes  will  be  available  for 
sale  ($35  and  $25,  respectively).  A  portion  of  the  proceeds  will  go 
toward  the  Alpha  Tau  Omega  Alumni  Fund,  which  helps  send  one  of 
the  chapter's  current  initiates  to  LeaderShape,  an  annual  ATO  leader- 
ship building  conference. 

In  addition  to  raising  money  for  the  fraternity  Pollard  said  he  hopes 
to  expose  younger  fraternity  members  to  the  chapter's  history.  "I  hope  to 
unify  alumni  and  younger  individuals  through  this  documentary  by 
telling  the  story  of  my  fraternity  and  the  university  over  the  past  60  years 
from  other  viewpoints  they  wouldn't  normally  be  exposed  to,"  he  said. 

For  more  information,  visit  http://wwwseizethedayproductions.com/ato.  Sp1 

—Heather  J.  Broome 
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GULF  PARK  CONFERENCE  CENTER 

Plan  your  next  meeting,  conference,  training  workshop  or 
retreat  at  the  Gulf  Park  Conference  Center  on  the  beauti- 
ful Gulf  Park  Campus  where  our  services  are  tailored  to 
meet  your  group  needs. 

•  Meeting  Space  for  10  to  500  people 

•  59  Guest  Rooms  for  overnight  accommodations 

•  Azalea  Catering  providing  a  full-range  of  break  & 
meal  choices 

•  Professional  conference  center  staff  will  assist  you  in 
planing  every  detail. 

Call  today  to  reserve  your  space: 
228-865-4576  •  wvvrw.gp.usm.edu 


Pennington  Takes  Bite  of  Big  Apple 
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Advertising  major  nabs  top  internship 

For  Matt  Pennington,  it's  heady  stuff  for  a  young  man  from  Saint 
David,  Maine,  to  get  an  opportunity  to  chase  his  career  dreams 
in  New  York  City. 

Pennington  recently  earned  a  spot  in  the  prestigious  Vance  Stickell 
Memorial  Student  Internship  Program,  sponsored  by  the  American 
Advertising  Federation,  and  is  one  of  nine  students  selected  from 
across  the  country  for  the  program.  The  program  has  secured  him  an 
internship  this  summer  at  Bozell  in  New  York  City,  one  of  the  worlds 
largest  advertising  agencies. 

"I'm  so  excited  by  this  opportunity,"  said  Pennington,  who  serves  as 
president  of  the  Southern  Miss  chapter  of  the  AAE  "I'm  just  from  a  lit- 
tle town  in  northern  Maine,  and  now  I'm  going  to  New  York  City." 

Pennington  will  participate  in  a  variety  of  activities  related  to  the 
agency's  client  services.  He  believes  the  experience  will  be  invaluable 
after  he  graduates.  "I'm  really  interested  in  the  aspect  of  working  with 
the  client  and  building  relationships,"  he  said. 

The  internship  was  established  in  1989  in  honor  of  the  late 
Vance  L.  Stickell,  former  executive  vice  president  of  marketing  for 
the  Los  Angeles  Times.  During  his  39-year  career  in  advertising, 
Stickell  established  himself  nationally  as  an  advertising  practition- 
er. The  internship  program  commemorates  his  contributions  to  the 
industry,  and  is  intended  to  raise  the  awareness  and  understanding 
of  advertising  processes  and  business  ethics  among  future  advertis- 
ing professionals. 


Pennington's  adviser,  Dr.  Johan 
Yssel,  a  Southern  Miss  associate 
professor  of  mass  communication 
and  journalism,  said  the  intern- 
ship    is     a     great     honor     for 
Pennington  and  the  school.   "This 
is  big,"  Yssel  said.  "It's  a  reflection 
on  Matt,  our  program,  the  school 
and  the  state.  It's  a  great  honor, 
and  he's  very  deserving.'' 
Yssel  said  Bozell  is  the  sixth-largest  advertising  agency  in  the  world. 
In  addition  to  his  work  as  president  of  the  AAF  chapter  on  cam- 
pus, Pennington  also  is  a  member  of  Order  of  Omega,  Southern  Style 
and  Campus  Crusade  for  Christ.  He  has  a  3.95  grade-point  average. 
"In  addition  to  being  a  prominent  scholar,  Matt's  also  one  of  our 
top  campus  leaders,"  said  Dr.  Joe  Paul,  vice  president  for  student 
affairs  at  Southern  Miss.  "He's  distinguished  himself  and  the  univer- 
sity, and  this  honor  is  a  credit  to  Matt  and  his  faculty." 

Pennington  is  quick  to  deflect  any  praise  on  himself,  choosing  to 
focus  on  the  attention  the  award  brings  to  Southern  Miss.  "I  think  it 
really  puts  us  on  the  map,"  he  said.  "It  helps  us  get  some  national 
recognition.  Just  that  in  itself  is  worth  the  honor."  ESc 

-  David  Tisdale  '90,  01 
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BUSINESS  TRAVEL 


Corporate  Hotel  &  Car  Programs 

•  Convention  &  Event  Planning 

•  Email  &  Fax  Confirmation  System 


VACATION  TRAVEL 


Disney  &  Orlando  Packages 
Group  Travel  Specialists 
Discount  International  Airline  Tickets 
Honeymoon  &  Bridal  Packages 


International 


Network 


PATALONZO   -   KRISTA  JEFCOAT   -   SANDRA  ANN  DURBIN 
3420  Hardy  Street,  Suite  4  .  Hattiesburg,  MS 

264-6691 

www.magnoliatravelagency.com 

Toll  Free  1-800-718-8817 
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By  Karon  Warren  '97 


lthough  it's  been  35  years  since  Lee 

Jarrell  Davis  '68  walked  its  halls  as  a 

student,  The  University  of  Southern 

Mississippi  continues  to  play  an  active  role  in 

his  life.  As  representative  of  the  102nd  district 

in  the  Mississippi  House  of 

Representatives,         Davis 

strives  to  do  all  he  can  for 

the       people — and       the 

schools — that  elected  him 

to  office. 

"My  goal  is  to  be  able  in 
some  small  way  to  give 
back  to  the  community 
and  to  the  state  of 
Mississippi  that  has  been 
so  generous  to  me,"  Davis 

said.  "My  idea  of  a  politi- 

Representative  Lee  Jarrell  Davis  .  u 

cian  is  not  one  who  serves 

oneself,  but  one  who  serves  the  public. 
Therefore,  my  goal  will  always  be  to  do  the 
best  I  can  for  my  state,  my  community  and 
my  alma  mater." 

Nowhere  is  that  more  evident  than  in  the 
legislation  Davis  has  worked  on  while  in 
office.  "My  work  on  the  bill  last  year  that 
allows  for  more  equitable  representation  of 
all  sections  of  the  state  for  appointments  to 
the  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning  Board  of 
Trustees  has  been  my  most  important  single 
piece  of  legislation  to  date,"  Davis  said. 
"However,  I  must  hasten  to  add  that  my 
work  as  a  member  of  the  House  Ways  and 
Means  Committee  has  enabled  me  to  secure 
record   bonding   amounts    for   important 


projects  this  year  for  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi." 

Davis  also  continues  to  lobby  for  an  act 
that  will  require  all  Division  1-A  in-state  uni- 
versities to  play  against  each  other  in  football 
every  year. 

Davis  began  his  relationship  with  Southern 
Miss  in  1959.  "I  knew  that  USM  had  a  great 
School  of  Business  Administration,  and  I  felt 
this  was  where  I  needed  to  attend  to  get  a 
well-rounded  education,"  he  said. 

But  it  was  not  all  work  and  no  play  for  this 
Seminary  native.  While  working  toward  a 
degree  in  personnel  management,  Davis  also 
made  time  for  friends  and  to  fully  enjoy  his 
college  experience.  "I  guess  my  favorite 
memories  were  the  people  that  I  got  to  know 
and  the  wonderful  atmosphere  at  USM,"  he 
said.  "The  sophomores  had  an  organization 
called  the  Yellow  Jackets  on  campus,  and  we 
gave  them  a  hard  time,  and,  likewise,  they 
really  harassed  us,  but  it  was  a  lot  of  fun." 

Davis  also  played  on  the  Southern  Miss 
baseball  team.  "Of  course,  I  certainly 
remember  trying  out  for  the  baseball  team, 
and  it  was  fun  to  meet  all  the  good  athletes 
at  USM  at  the  time,"  he  said.  "I  always 
enjoyed  attending  the  sporting  events  and 
still  do  to  this  day." 

In  addition  to  serving  the  people  of  House 
district  102,  Davis  also  owns  and  operates 
J&L  Sales,  an  advertising  specialty  firm  in 
Hattiesburg.  So  how  did  a  guy  in  advertising 
get  into  politics?  Apparently,  it  runs  in  the 
family.  "My  great-grandfather  was  a  politician 


GOVERNMENT 


Davis  at  the  State  Capitol 

and  salesman  in  Covington  County,"  Davis 
said.  "In  order  to  get  elected  in  Covington 
County,  it  was  said  that  you  would  have  to 
visit  with  my  great-grandfather.  My  father 
always  took  me  with  him  to  political  rallies 
dunng  my  youth.  I  would  help  him  hand  out 
the  leaflets  for  the  candidates  that  we  chose. 
This  led  to  my  involvement  in  politics  because 


the  seed  was  planted  then 
for  my  eventual  entry  into 
the  political  world." 

Davis  credits  his  experi- 
ence at  Southern  Miss  with 
helping  him  achieve  suc- 
cess in  both  the  business 
and  political  arenas.  "USM 
prepared  me  in  so  many 
ways  to  work  in  the  jobs 
that  1  am  employed  in 
today"  he  said.  "USM  was  a 
training  ground  for  me  in 
teaching  me  to  manage  my 
affairs  and  especially  to 
focus  on  the  job  in  front  of  me.  1  matured  into 
adulthood  at  USM  and  learned  that  people 
will  help  you.  I  had  plenty  of  help  from  my 
professors  and  my  parents,  and  I  am  still 
receiving  help  from  the  faculty  and  staff  at 
USM  in  my  legislative  job." 

But  Southern  Miss  is  not  the  only  factor  in 
Davis'  success.  "Marrying  my  wife,  Judy  Pace 


Davis — a  beautiful  young  woman  who  has 
been  instrumental  in  helping  me  achieve 
the  successes  in  life  that  I  have  been 
blessed  to  achieve — has  been  my  single 
greatest  achievement,"  he  said.  "Along  with 
Judy,  I  have  been  fortunate  to  have  raised 
two  wonderful  daughters  who  continue  to 
inspire  and  amaze  us." 

With  the  support  of  his  family,  Southern 
Miss  and  the  community  he  proudly 
serves,  Davis  said  he  hopes  to  continue  to 
serve  those  who  have  played  such  a  pivotal 
role  in  his  life  and  career.  "The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi  has  been  extreme- 
ly good  to  me  in  my  formative  years,"  he 
said.  "I  hope  that  in  some  small  way  I  have 
been  able  to  give  back  to  the  Southern 
Miss  family.  I  will  continue  to  strive  to  be 
an  effective  leader  in  my  community  and 
state  for  those  who  have  been  so  kind  to 
entrust  me  with  responsibilities  and  mat- 
ters that  they  consider  to  be  of  great 
importance  to  them."  Sp* 
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COURAGE 

After  beating  ovarian  cancer,  Renea  and 
Jeff  Foster  welcome  their  miracle  baby 


By  Bonnie  Gibbs  '97 
Photos  by  Danny  Rawls  '69,  '80 
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wenty-one  days. 


That's  how  long  Renea  Dockter  Foster  '97  and  Jeff  Foster  had 
been  married  before  the  first  signs  of  trouble  surfaced. 

It  was  the  couples  first  Valentine's  Day  as  husband  and  wife, 
and  it  was  off  to  a  rocky  start.  Renea  felt  like  she  was  coming 
down  with  the  flu  and  spent  the  day  fighting  nausea,  vomiting 
and  fever.  The  symptoms  worsened  as  the  day  went  on,  so  she 
went  to  the  doctor,  who  said  it  was  a  stomach  virus.  Two  days 
later,  still  sick  and  now  severely  dehydrated,  Renea  was  exam- 
ined by  another  doctor,  who  diagnosed  her  with  gastroenteritis. 

"At  this  point,  all  of  this  made  perfect  sense,"  she  said.  "It 
never  occurred  to  us  that  it  would  be  anything  else." 

However,  the  symptoms  intensified,  and  at  one  point,  Renea 
said  she  could  feel  her  heart  racing,  as  though  she  could  pass 
out  any  minute.  Jeff  rushed  her  to  the  emergency  room  that 
evening,  and  doctors  immediately  began  running  tests. 

The  results  came  back  quickly:  doctors  thought  Renea  was 
pregnant.  "We  were  obviously  in  shock  because  we  had  just  got- 
ten married,"  Jeff  said.  "They  said  she  was  pregnant,  but  there 
was  something  wrong.  So  they  were  going  to  do  an  ultrasound 
and  check  a  little  further." 

Around  2  a.m.,  Renea  underwent  an  ultrasound,  and  doctors 
spotted  a  growth  on  her  right  ovary.  At  this  point,  they  suspect- 


ed it  might  be  an  ectopic  pregnancy,  because  the  level  of  her 
thyroglobulin  (hTG)  was  abnormal.  They  determined  that  the 
ovary  would  have  to  be  removed  to  prevent  it  from  burst- 
ing and  possibly  killing  Renea. 

The  couple  called  their  parents, 
Ron  and  Jackie  Dockter  and  Jim 
76  and  Wendy  71  Foster. 
Meanwhile,  a  surgeon  was 
called  in.  He  met  briefly  with 
the  couple,  and  by  4  a.m. 
Renea  was  under  anesthesia. 
Following  the  surgery,  they  were  told  that  Renea  wasn't  preg- 
nant; instead,  there  was  a  grapefruit-sized  tumor  on  her  right 
ovary.  Tests  needed  to  be  run,  and  it  was  at  this  point  that  the  cou- 
ple knew  cancer  was  a  possibility. 

However,  they  remained  positive  and  calm.  "I  honestly  don't 
remember  worrying  about  cancer  because  the  surgery  itself  was 
such  a  big  deal,"  Renea  said.  "I  was  still  recovering  from  that;  my 
mind  was  totally  focused  on  that.  I  think  that  God  gave  Jeff  and 
I  a  peace  about  it.  I  just  put  that  in  the  back  of  my  mind  and  con- 
centrated on  feeling  better  each  day  and  didn't  worry  about  what 
was  going  to  happen  next." 

Less  than  a  week  after  Renea  left  the  hospital,  she  and  Jeff 
returned  to  the  doctor's  office  for  the  results.  The  tumor  was 
malignant  and  she  would  have  to  undergo  chemotherapy.  "That 
was  probably  the  most  upset  I  got  about  the  whole  thing,  and  I 
was  probably  more  upset  about  the  chemo,"  Renea  said.  "I  felt 
like  they  had  probably  gotten  the  cancer,  but  the  idea  of  chemo 
and  all  that  it  entails  was  the  scariest  part  of  the  whole  thing.  But 
after  that  first  day,  like  I  said,  we  both  had  a  peace  about  it.  We 
decided  that  if  we  could  get  through  the  presurgery  and  post- 
surgery,  we  could  get  through  the  rest  of  it." 

Nineteen  days  after  her  ovary  was  removed,  Renea  began 
chemotherapy  in  Baton  Rouge.  She  took  an  extended  leave  of 
absence  from  her  job  as  an  application  programmer  at  Blue  Cross 
&  Blue  Shield  of  Louisiana,  a  job  that  she  had  begun  a  mere 
three-and-a-half  months  ago.  Jeff,  a  senior  at  Southern  Miss, 
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completed  some  of  that  semester's  classes  but  had  to  withdraw 
from  the  rest.  The  couples  cocker  spaniel  was  sent  to  live  with 
Jeff's  parents  for  a  while.  Wedding  presents  were  still  arriving  at 
their  apartment  in  Hammond,  La. 
They  were  both  22. 

In  the  beginning,  the  chemo  wreaked  havoc  on  Renea's  body 
as  the  chemicals  coursed  their  way  through  her  veins  and  into 
her  system.  The  weekend  after  her  first  treatment,  she  was  very 
weak  and  nauseated.  Her  spirits  flagged  as  she  imagined  three 
more  months  of  this  physical  misery,  but  her  outlook  quickly 
changed  when  the  next  two  treatments  proved  not  as  difficult. 

During  this  time,  Jeff  focused  his  energy  on  staying  upbeat  for 
Renea.  He  shouldered  all  of  the  couples  responsibilities  so  she 
could  save  her  strength.  "If  she  felt  good,  we'd  go  and  do  some- 
thing fun,"  he  said.  "Day  to  day,  we  just  took  things  as  they  came. 
If  she  was  feeling  good  one  day,  that  was  a  good  day,  and  we'd 
just  go  with  it.  We  didn't  worry  about  what  was  going  to  happen 
tomorrow  or  how  she'd  feel  tomorrow." 

Normally,  this  day-to-day  living  wasn't  compatible  with 
Renea's  tendency  to  worry,  but  like  her  husband,  she  too  rose  to 
the  occasion  and  put  anxieties  about  the  future  on  hold.  "It  was 
scary,  but  I  don't  remember  worrying  or  thinking,  what  if,  what 
if,  which  is  normally  the  kind  of  person  I  am,"  she  said.  "I  do 
tend  to  think  the  worst — that's  why  I  know  it  was  God  not  even 
letting  the  worst  enter  our  minds." 

One  worry  that  didn't  enter  the  couple's  minds  at  the  time 
was  the  possibility  of  not  being  able  to  conceive.  "We  really,  at 
that  point,  did  not  think  about  the  possibility  of  not  having 
children,"  Jeff  said.  "We  had  just  gotten  married;  we  had 
planned  on  waiting  a  few  years  anyway." 

Renea  agreed.  "People  would  ask  me,  'Oh,  are  you  going  to 
be  able  to  have  children?'  I  would  just  be  like,  'Of  course.' 
Again,  I  don't  know  why,  because  my  nature  is  to  worry  about 
things  and  think  the  worst,  but  in  this  particular  area,  I  always 
just  had  a  peace  about  it." 

After  finishing  chemo,  Renea  received  a  clean  bill  of  health. 
Doctors  still  wanted  to  monitor  the  situation,  so  for  a  while,  she 
went  for  check-ups  every  month,  then  eventually  went  every  three 
months,  and  finally  graduated  to  every  six  months.  To  this  day,  she 
continues  her  semiannual  check-ups  and  remains  cancer-free. 

Once  Renea's  health  stabilized,  the  couple  bought  a  home  in  Baton 
Rouge,  where  they  both  worked.  They  settled  into  a  "normal"  way  of 
life,  often  spending  weekends  redecorating  their  home,  traveling,  or 
hosting  family  and  fnends. 

In  early  2001,  Renea  and  Jeff  decided  they  wanted  to  start  a 
family.  The  doctors  were  optimistic  about  her  chances  of  getting 
pregnant  and  carrying  a  baby  to  full  term.  In  August  2001,  after 
a  few  months  of  trying,  Renea  suspected  she  might  be  pregnant. 
Because  of  her  medical  history,  however,  she  had  to  approach 
the  situation  cautiously  optimistic. 

"I  knew  the  very  first  time  I  was  pregnant,  it  was  going  to  be  a  lit- 
tle different,"  she  said.  "That's  because  of  the  type  of  cancer  1  had, 
which  shows  that  you're  pregnant  because  your  hTG  level  is  high.  I 


did  the  blood  work,  and  my  oncologist  was  the  one  who 
checked  it.  They  felt  like  I  was  pregnant,  but  of  course,  they 
wanted  to  do  an  exam  immediately,  just  in  case. 

"And  I  was  pregnant,"  she  continued,  her  voice 
growing  soft.  "That's  what  it  was.  Everything  else 
checked  out  great." 

Throughout  the  pregnancy,  doctors  monitored  her 
ovary  and  her  hormone  levels,  and  in  the  first  trimester, 
they  performed  extra  ultrasounds.  The  pregnancy  was 
considered  high  risk,  but  physicians  remained  confi- 
dent and  optimistic,  which  put  Jeff  and  Renea  at  ease. 
On  her  due  date — April  4,  2002 — Lola  Kathenne 
Foster  was  born.  She  was  a  healthy  8  pounds,  12 
ounces,  and  almost  20  inches  in  length.  The  couple 
said  the  experience  was  nothing  short  of  incredible. 
"We  were  amazed,"  Jeff  said.  "We  kept  on  looking  at 
her.  We  still  do  that.  We  just  look  at  her  and  think 
about  how  lucky  we  are  and  how  thankful  we  are.  She's 
just  amazing.  I  think  that  first  night,  especially,  we  were 
just  in  awe.  We  couldn't  believe  that  we  had  this  pre- 
cious little  baby.  And,  with  everything  that  we  had  been 
through,  it  was  truly  amazing." 

With  the  baby  turning  one  in  April,  Renea  and  Jeff 
have  admitted  that,  like  other  new  parents,  their  lives 
have  changed  since  Lola's  birth.  "Your  time  is  not  your 
own  as  much  anymore,  but  she's  always  slept  good  since 
she  was  born,"  Renea  said.  "We've  been  lucky  in  that 
respect.  And  we  look  forward,  ever)'  day,  to  seeing  her 
when  she  wakes  up  in  the  morning  and  when  we  get 
home  from  work.  She  just  brings  so  much  happiness 
and  joy  to  both  ot  our  lives,  and  all  of  our  families  and 
the  grandparents.   It's  just  amazing. 

We    can't    imagine    her   not 

./?  ^^^         being  in  our  life." 

M  Jeff  agreed.  "I  try  not 

to    think    about    what 

f  I  could  have  happened. 

•  I    really    try   not    to 

think    about    that. 

But     I'm     just     so 

thankful    that    we 

were     given     this 

opportunity    She 

is   truly,    truly   a 

blessing.''  5^« 
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By  Angela  H.  Cutrer  '92 


Photo  by  Steve  Rouse  '82 


Back  in  1910,  Hattiesburg  was  growing  into  a  fine  little  Southern  city.  The  town  evolved  from  sloppy  dirt  roads  defining  wooden 
buildings  into  blocks  into  a  booming  mini-metropolis  soon  sprouting  impressive  brick  structures  along  nicely  paved  streets. 
But  there  was  more  to  come.  That  same  year,  Mississippi  Normal  College  emerged  from  the  mud  of  Hattiesburg.  Almost  from  its 
inception,  the  institution  has  had  to  cope  with  the  effect  of  war  on  its  campus.  Southern  Miss  has  endured  World  Wars  I  and  II,  Korea, 
Vietnam  and  the  Gulf  wars,  each  time  dipping  with  the  weight  of  the  times — either  losing  so  many  students  it  could  barely  survive  to 
embracing  so  many  visitors  it  could  barely  contain  the  human  bodies,  whether  in  uniform  or  in  diapers. 
But  let's  start  at  the  beginning. 
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World  War  I 

Since  Mississippi  Normal  College  was  still  so  new  when  The  Great  War  occurred,  the  school  was  able 
to  continue  building  on  its  purpose  of  teaching  men  and  women  to  be  educators.  Most  of  the  time,  stu- 
dents spent  a  great  deal  of  their  own  efforts  doing  their  dailies  duties — managing  the  many  boardwalks 
that  covered  the  dirt  and  mud  that  connected  the  buildings  and  learning  the  rigors  of  homemaking,  teach- 
ing and  life. 

The  main  enemy  seemed  to  be  the  men  in  uniform  at  nearby  Camp  Shelby,  and  the  powers  that  be  had 
a  fight  on  their  hands  in  keeping  the  ladies  of  the  college  "safe"  from  them.  Then  MNC  President  Joe  Cook 
even  went  so  far  as  to  request  dorm  matrons  to  exercise  "extra  vigilance  and  care"  and  be  on  duty  all  day 
Saturdays  and  all  Sunday  afternoons. 

In  addition  to  frisky  young  soldiers,  the  college  had  another  issue  with  which  to  contend — a  shrinking 
student  body.  Enrollment  for  the  1917-18  school  year  dropped  from  a  robust  1,243  to  a  paltry  853,  as 
390  students  and  12  faculty  members  left  to  fight  the  war. 

Left,  former  Golden  Eagle  football  star  Andy  Webb  was  killed  at  Pearl  Harbor. 
Above,  the  Southern  Miss  ROTC  Colorguard. 
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Meanwhile,  the  colleges  population  did  its  part  to  help 
the  war  effort.  They  "promoted  the  sale  and  buying  of  war 
bonds  and  saving  stamps,  making  medical  supplies  for  the 
Red  Cross  and  giving  programs  for  the  entertainment  of 
Camp  Shelby  soldiers,"  remembered  Alma  Hickman  in 
her  book,  Southern  As  I  Saw  It. 

After  the  war,  a  trolley  car  station  was  constructed  at 
the  entrance  of  the  college  to  honor  those  who  served  in 
the  armed  forces.  The  memorial  was  made  possible 
through  donations  by  faculty,  students,  alumni  and 
friends  of  MNC. 


World  War  II 

By  the  time  the  United  States  entered  World  War  II, 
the  college — now  called  Mississippi  Southern  College — 
was  growing  steadily.  Enrollment  had  risen  after  the 
devastating  effect  of  the  Great  Depression,  its  academic 
offerings  were  much  wider,  and  its  numerous  young  men 
were  ripe  for  physical  duty.  Unlike  the  Great  War,  this  sec- 
ond World  War  and  its  aftermath  greatly  affected  MSC. 

One  aspect  of  the  college  hit  the  hardest  during  the  war 
was  enrollment,  which  peaked  at  1,500  in  1939  and  plum- 
meted to  a  historic  low  in  1944.  As  the  military  drew  from 
college  campuses  across  the  country,  MSC's  male  population 
almost  disappeared  entirely.  The  number  of  faculty  fell  to  40. 
Head  football  coach  Bernard  Reed  Green  '34  was  inducted 
into  the  Navy,  and  the  Army  drafted  Assistant  football  coach 
Thad  "Pie"  Vann. 

War  also  affected  the  lives  of  those  left  behind,  including 
MSC  students,  staff  and  faculty.  All  students  participated  in 
the  colleges  civilian  defense  program,  which  was  organized 
shortly  after  Pearl  Harbor.  MSC  was  the  first  institution  in 
the  country  to  conduct  such  a  program,  which  included  fre- 
quent blackout  practices.  To  do  their  part,  students  also 
worked  in  the  Red  Cross  centers. 

Meanwhile,  in  the  fall  of  1942,  the  U.S.  War  Department 
established  an  Army  Administration  school  on  the  MSC  cam- 
pus to  train  staff  for  military  camps.  The  army's  staff  filled 

many  of  the  campus'  buildings,  and  at  one  point,  the  college  housed  49  families  of 
men  stationed  at  Camp  Shelby.  Soldiers  overran  the  campus  and  the  city  of  Hattiesburg 
until  the  war's  end. 

But  overall,  Hattiesburg  and  the  college  were  good  places  to  be,  considering.  "All  of 


The  Facilitator 

For  34  years,  Katherine  Brown  '57  counseled  men  and  women  of  the  armed  forces 
from  registration  to  graduation.  As  the  university's  only  coordinator  of  Armed  Forces 
Education,  the  Hattiesburg  resident — known  affectionately  as  "Miss  Kathy" — facilitat- 
ed the  admission  and  enrollment  of  active  duty 
armed  forces  personnel  pursuing  a  degree  from 
Southern  Miss. 

Brown  came  to  the  university  in  1953  from  her 
hometown  of  Newton  to  work  in  the  Registrars 
Office.  She  was  named  coordinator  of  the  Bootstrap 
program  in  1959  and  served  in  that  capacity  full- 
time  until  1977  and  part-time  from  then  until 
1987. 

As  coordinator  of  the  program,  Brown's  duties 
included  evaluating  the  students'  academic  creden- 
tials, advising  them  about  which  university  courses 
to  take  in  order  to  complete  their  degree  require- 
ments in  the  time  allowed  by  their  branch  of  the 
service,  and  offering  general  counseling. 

But  Miss  Kathy  offered  so  much  more  to  her  Bootstrappers.  She  was  a  source  of 
encouragement,  attended  social  functions  sponsored  by  auxiliary  organizations  like 
the  recipients  of  the  "Ph.T"  (Pushing  Husbands  Through)  degree,  and  responded  to 
their  400-500  Christmas  cards  each  year  with  a  letter  of  Southern  Miss  news  for 
them  all. 

During  her  USM  career,  Brown  received  numerous  honors  for  her  hard  work.  The 
Bootstrappers'  Pen  and  Sword  Fraternity  established  the  Kathy  Brown  Scholarship  in 
1965,  which  is  still  providing  financial  assistance  to  qualified  students.  In  1974,  she 
was  the  first  recipient  of  the  Hattiesburg  Jaycees  "Boss  of  the  Year"  award  because  the 
Bootstrappers  regarded  her  affectionately  as  their  boss. 

The  Bootstrap  is  named  such  because  of  its  participants'  efforts  to  "pull  themselves 
up  by  their  bootstraps"  by  means  of  a  college  education.  Participants  came  from  all 
branches  of  the  armed  services  and  included  officers  and  enlisted  personnel  who 
sought  further  career  advancement.  Many  were  married  with  children;  some  were 
women.  All  were  an  integral  part  of  the  university's  enrollment  growth  that  began  in 
the  1940s  following  World  War  II  and  continues  today. 


the  sudden,  you  had  so  many  soldiers  and  so  many  kids  in  the 
school  systems  and  nowhere  to  put  em,"  said  Sam  Spinks  '49, 
'51,  '62,  who  was  sta- 
tioned at  nearby  ^U  i*\. 
Camp  Shelby. 

"Hattiesburg  was  the  .    l  ifij  O  I  ^^ 

only  town  around,  ~ 

and  it  was  hard  on  a 
small  town  to  take  on 
so  many  people." 

Once  the  war 
ended,  the  college  was 
flooded  with  veterans, 
and  this  influx  com- 
pletely changed  MSC 
Faculty  had  to  be  hired,  even  though  there  were  only  two  class- 
room buildings  on  campus.  For  the  first  time,  males  made  up  a 
large  percentage  ol  the  student  population,  and  President  R  C 
Cook  believed  the  curriculum  had  to  be  expanded  to  accommo- 
date concentrations  other  than  teaching. 

The  college  was  poised  for  substantial  g;w.  •> 
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Korean  War 

Campus  life  during  the  1950s  revolved  around  panty  raids, 
Greek  life,  Raymond  Mannoni's  genius  of  a  "dance-twirl  group," 
the  building  of  a  new  union  and  the  creation  of  a  top-notch  athlet- 
ic program.  Under  Dr.  R.C.  Cook,  the  college  established  a 
respectable  basketball  program,  and  the  football  team  was  slurred 
as  having  illegal  players — that's  how  good  they  were. 

While  things  were  bustling  at  home,  the  U.S.  military  was 
engaged  in  a  war  in  Korea.  During  this  time,  the  Student  Printz 
reported  that  President  Robert  Cecil  Cook  advised  students  to  stay 
in  school,  said  Southern  Miss  Archives  Specialist  Yvonne  Arnold 
'90.  "The  January  12,  1951,  article  was  titled  'Dr.  Cook  Warns 
Men  Students  Against  'Volunteer  Hysteria,"'  she  said.  "At  the  time, 
recruiters  from  every  branch  were  pursing  volunteers  on  campus. 
Dr.  Cook's  rationale  was  that  the  students  would  be  more  valuable 
to  the  military  as  graduates,  so  his  advice  was  to  stay  in  college 
and  wait  until  they  were  drafted.  I  guess,  as  a  World  War  II  vet,  he 
felt  he  knew  what  he  was  talking  about." 

Other  than  that,  there  was  little  opposition  to  the  conflict. 
Southern  Miss  President  Emeritus 
Aubrey  Lucas  '55,  '56,  who  was  a  stu- 
dent at  the  college  from  1952  to  1956, 
says  he  doesn't  recall  any  protests 
against  the  Korean  conflict. 

"They  have  described  the  student  of 
the  50s  as  'gloriously  content,'"  he 
says.  "In  other  words,  we  were  not 
into  social  interaction,  international 
affairs.  We  studied  and  we  debated, 
but  not  like  the  protests  of  Vietnam." 
That  would  come  later. 


Left,  a  soldier  pauses  in  front  of  the 

Vietnam  Moving  Wall,  which  was  on 

campus  in  November  2001. 

Above,  students  protest  the  Vietnam  War. 


Vietnam  War 

Vietnam  snuck  up  on  Southern  Miss. 
By  the  late  1960s,  on  many  college  campuses 
throughout  the  country,  the  tide  was  turning  against 
the  war.  But  most  USM  students  still  seemed  more 
interested  in  things  happening  on  their  own  cam- 
pus— going  to  football  games  and  meeting  friends  at 
Nat's  Nook,  a  campus  coffee  house. 

"The  opposition  to  the  Vietnam  War  increased 
over  time,  but  I  can't  recall  any  major  uprising,"  says 
longtime  USM  history  professor  Dr.  William  K. 
Scarborough. 

Bud  Kirkpatrick  '58,  '64  agrees.  The  now-retired 
longtime  director  of  university  relations  saw  much 
during  his  more  than  four  decades  on  campus.  "The 
Vietnam  situation  came  at  the  same  time  as  the  hip- 
pies and  the  otherwise  disgruntled  students,"  he  said. 
"There  were  candlelight  vigils  and  marches,  and  that's 
about  it.  The  dissident  students  and  hippies  all  kind 
of  merged  into  one,  depending  on  the  issues  at  the 
time.  They  were  very  orderly,  followed  guidelines  for 
marches  and  so  on. 

"We  had  some  troubled  times,  but  the  distur- 
bances— not  much.  The  higher  overt  elements  were  3 
to  5  percent  of  the  students.  The  hardcore  was  about  2  percent.  The  others — 
just  fringe."  ^^^^^ 

During  this  time,  Chuck 
Scarborough  '69  was  helping 
to  produce  a  half-hour  docu- 
mentary titled  "Vietnam:  The 
Agonizing  Commitment"  for 
a  TV  news  writing  course. 
"We  interviewed  people  on 
campus  and  got  a  fairly  even 
set  of  reactions,  but  I  don't 
recall  anything  threatening  to 

shut  down  the  campus  or  anything,"  says  Scarborough,  an  Emmy  award- 
winning  anchor  for  New  York's  NewsChannel  4.  "I  was  an  Air  Force 
vet — was  in  for  four  years — and  by  then  I  had  become  antiwar.  I  found 
myself  debating  my  fellow  students  who  were  ready  to  sign  up  and  jump  in 
the  bombers  and  go  get  North  Vietnam." 

During  this  decade,  the  "war"  on  the  home  front — the  Civil  Rights  move- 
ment— had  at  last  brought  about  change  to  the  campus  in  quite  a  different 

way.  In  September  1965,  the 
university  enrolled  its  first 
African-American  students, 
Raylawni  Young  Branch  and 
Gwendolyn  Elaine 
Armstrong.  In  1969,  Dr. 
Walter  Washington  was  the 
first  African-American  to 
earn  a  doctoral  degree  from 
USM  or  from  any  Mississippi 
institution  of  higher  learn- 
ing. 

"I  was  on  the  administra- 
tion and  faculty  staff  [then]," 
Lucas  says,  "and  we  had 
protests.  We  have  to  keep  in 
mind  that  the  Vietnam  War 


The  opposition  to  the 
Vietnam  War  increased  over 
time,  but  I  can't  recall  any 
major  uprising. 

—  Dr.  William  K.  Scarborough 
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coincided  with  the  Civil  Rights  movement,  which  made  its  great  progress  through 
protest,  civil  disobedience  and  quiet  protest.  The  Civil  Rights  revolution  taught  the 
nation  the  effectiveness  of  protest.  On  our  campus,  we  had  people  protest,  and  the 
Vietnam  War  tied  into  that — the  unhappiness  of  the  racial  situation  in  the  South  and  the 
nation." 

Lucas  said  that  the  university  president,  Dr.  William  D.  McCain,  had  a  different  view 
on  how  students  should  behave.  "Our  president,  whom  I  liked  very  much,  was  a  general 
and  did  not  tolerate  protest  very  well,"  Lucas  said.  "Dr.  McCain  thought  students  were 
on  campus  to  study.  However,  I  remember  going  to  the  coliseum  for  an  assembly  and  he 
would  answer  questions  for  faculty,  staff,  students  and  community  members.  The  presi- 
dent of  the  student  body  would  present  the  questions  and  [Dr.  McCain]  would  bravely 
and  [very  much]  in  control  answer  the  questions  they  asked,  such  as  the  protests  about 
compulsory  military  science." 

It  wasn't  just  the  students  who  questioned  Dr.  McCain.  "At  that  time,  we  did  not  have 
a  faculty  senate  and  did  not  have  a  strong  voice,"  Dr.  Lucas  said.  "Some  felt  that  faculty 
encouraged  this  protest.  I'm  not  criticizing  that — they  wanted  a  greater  voice." 

In  early  1969,  antiwar  columns  began  to  appear  in  the  Student  Printz  and  rumors  of 
infiltration  of  "subversive"  groups  bounced  off  the  brick  walls  of  the  old  university  build- 
ings. The  death  of  two  Jackson  State  students  affected  the  peace  of  the  USM  campus  as 
civil  rights  supporters  wanted  more  change — and  more  respect  for  students  of  color. 

Yet,  things  were  relatively  peaceful.  As  always. 


The  Gulf  Wars 

When  the  first  Gulf  War  came  around,  the  community  and 
the  university  rallied  around  those  called  to  duty.  It  was  sim- 
ply the  "Southern"  way.  "Faculty  made  provisions  for  students 
to  finish  up  their  classes  before  they  shipped  out,"  said  Lucas, 
who  was  president  at  the  time.  "That  war  happened  so  quick- 
ly, there  was  not  a  great  reaction  [of  opposition  on  campus] . 
Part  of  that  had  to  do  with  Iraq  having  had  invaded  Kuwait, 
and  that  could  not  be  tolerated." 

Scarborough  said  the  first  Gulf  War  caused  a  few  of  his  stu- 
dents to  pull  out  of  his  class,  heading  to  duty.  "I  talked  to 
them  [after  the  war]  and  got  some  of  their  expenences,  but  on 
campus  there  were  few  comments  I  heard  about  the  war 
itself,"  he  said. 

The  second  Gulf  War  is  measunng  about  the  same. 

USM  ROTC  professor  Lt.  Col.  Kevin  Dougherty,  43,  is  new 
to  the  Southern  Miss  campus.  A  West  Point  graduate,  the 
department  chair  has  been  busy  serving  on  panel  discussions 
held  on  campus  since  his  arrival  in  July  2002. 

How  does  he  find  Southern  Miss  now  that  Gulf  War,  part 
two,  has  begun? 

"I  haven't  felt  a  show  of  support  or  the  lack  of,"  he  says. 
"I've  seen  some  signs  and  a  few  student  rallies,  but  no  heated 
debates.  Southern  Miss  is  very  supportive  of  the  mission  of 
the  USM  ROTC  and  is  very  pro-military.  While  I  appreciate 
those  on  campus  who  disagree  with  Bush's  policies,  those  who 
disagree  are  still  helpful  and  respectful  of  the  USM  ROTC.  and 
that's  says  a  lot  about  Southern  Miss."  5? 

*  Many  of  the  facts  from  this  article  were  gleaned  from  Dearly 
Bought,  Deeply  Treasured,  by  Chester  Morgan.  This  book  can  be 
purchased  from  the  USM  Bookstore. 


The  Commander 

When  allies  began  phasing  in  ground  troops  to  fight  the 
current  war  against  Iraq,  Maj.  Gen.  Buford  C.  "Buff  Blount 
III  71  and  his  soldiers  were  among  the  first  on  the  battlefield. 
Blount,  a  Southern  Miss  ROTC  graduate,  is  commander  of 
the  U.S.  Army's  3rd  Infantry  Division,  a  post  he  has  held 
since  October  2001.  He  commands  nearly  20,000  soldiers 
and  3,000  civilian  employees  in  the  mechanized  division,  and 
oversees  units  stationed  at  Fort  Stewart,  Hunter  Army  Airfield 
and  Fort  Benning,  Ga. 

Before  assuming  the  duties  of  commander,  Blount  was 
program  manager  for  the  Saudi  Arabian  National  Guard 
Modernization  Program. 

Over  the  course  of  his  32-year  career  in  the  Army,  Blount 
has  served  in  a  variety  of  command  and  staff  positions.  Some 
of  his  command  assignments  include  commander,  Combat 
Support  Company  and  B  Company,  3rd  Battalion,  77th 
Armor,  5th  Infantry  Division  (Mechanized),  Fort  Polk,  La.; 
commander,  A  Troop,  15th  Cavalry,  197th  Infantry  Brigade, 
Fort  Benning,  Ga.;  commander,  3rd  Battalion,  64th  Armor, 


3rd  Infantry  Division  (Mechanized),  USAREUR  and 
Seventh  Army,  Germany;  commander,  3rd  Brigade,  4th 
Infantry  Division  (Mechanized),  Fort  Carson,  Colo. 

Blount,  who  was  commissioned  an  armor  officer  in 
1971,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Armor  Officer  Basic  Course,  the 
Infantry  Officer  Advanced  Course,  the  United  States  Army 
Command  and  General  Staff  College,  and  the  United  States 
Naval  War  College,  where  he  earned  a  master's  degree  in 
national  security  and  strategic  studies. 

His  awards  include  the  Distinguished  Service  Medal, 
Legion  of  Merit  (with  Oak  Leaf  Cluster),  Meritorious  Sen-ice 
Medal  (with  six  Oak  Leaf  Clusters),  and  the  Army 
Commendation  Medal  (with  two  Oak  Leaf  Clusters). 

It  seems  as  though  military  life  runs  in  the  Blount  family: 
Blount's  father,  B.C.  74,  now  mayor  of  Bassfield,  is  a  retired 
Air  Force  colonel  who  flew  combat  missions  in  World  War  II, 
Korea  and  Vietnam.  "We  are  very  proud  of  our  son."  said 
Cecil  '43,  Blount's  mother.  "It  is  quite  an  honor  for  him  to 
have  such  a  tremendous  responsibility  in  this  war." 


Maj.  Gen.  Blount 
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The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  its  students,  faculty  and  staff  have  been  greatly  affected  by  war  throughout  history.  Our  alumni  have 
proudly  served  in  every  capacity  of  the  armed  services,  often  sacrificing  their  education,  careers  and  family  to  protect  the  people  of  this 
country. 

During  World  War  II,  university  enrollment  plummeted  to  around  300,  as  students  and  faculty  members  joined,  or  were  drafted  into,  military 
service.  To  assist  returning  military  personnel  with  education  costs,  university  President  J.  B.  George  (1933-45)  established  a  $35,000  trust  fund 
-to  provide  scholarships  for  returning  veterans. 

Southern  Miss  maintains  close  ties  to  Camp  Shelby,  the  largest  state-owned  training  site  in  the  nation.  Many  active  duty,  guard  and  reserve 
members  and  their  loved  ones  have  attended  and  graduated  from  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  during  their  time  of  residence  at  Camp 
Shelby. 

Southern  Miss  also  offers  Army  ROTC  and  Air  Force  ROTC  programs  in  the  current  academic  curriculum,  both  designed  to  give  men  and 
women  the  opportunity  to  become  active  duty  officers  after  completing  their  bachelor's  degrees. 

We  are  proud  of  the  men  and  women  who  have  valiantly  served  our  country.  We  thank  them  for  their  courage  and  selfless  efforts. 

This  issue  is  dedicated  to  those  Southern  Miss  alumni  who  fought  and  died  while  serving  in  the  United  States  Armed  Forces.  May  their 
memory  give  us  reason  to  pause,  and  to  give  thanks  for  our  many  freedoms. 

Southern  Miss  to  the  Top! 


Dr.  Shelby  Thames 
President 
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The  Survivor 


By  Dana  L.  McCranie 


Ret.  Col.  George  R.  Hall,  shortly  after  returning  home  from  North  Vietnam, 
where  he  was  held  as  a  prisoner  of  war  for  seven-and-a-half  years. 

Ret.  Col.  George  R.  Hall  is  an  easily  recognized  name  in  his 
hometown  of  Hattiesburg.  From  the  George  Robert  Hall 
Memorial  Air  Park  to  the  George  Robert  Hall  Endowed 
Scholarship  at  Southern  Miss,  the  Hall  namesake  rests  on 
many  prestigious  local  landmarks  and  honors.  But  the  monu- 
ments, scholarships  and  awards  that  bear  his  name  are  all 
minute  reflections  of  who  Hall  really  is  and  what  he  stands  for. 

After  spending  just  a  few  minutes  with  this  soft-spoken 
decorated  war  hero,  it  isn't  hard  to  recognize  Hall's  respect  for 
the  men  and  women  serving  our  country  in  the  military.  And 
Hall  should  know  a  lot  about  military  life,  with  an  Air  Force 
career  that  spanned  more  than  20  years. 

A  love  of  flying  motivated  Hall  to  pursue  a  career  with  the 
USAF  in  1953.  He  received  his  wings  in  1954  and  served  as  a 
multi-  and  single-engine  pilot  in  the  Training  Command  and 
at  the  Air  Force  Academy.  In  1962,  he  was  assigned  to  the 
15th  Tactical  Reconnaissance  Squadron  in  Okinawa,  Japan, 
and  soon  after  began  flying  photographic  missions  in 
Vietnam. 

During  his  192nd  mission — September  27,  1965 — Hall's 
fighter  plane  was  shot  down  in  North  Vietnam  by  ground  fire. 
He  was  captured  as  a  prisoner  of  war  and  not  released  for 
seven-and-a-half  years.  At  the  time  he  was  downed,  he  had 
flown  more  combat  missions  than  any  other  Air  Force  pilot, 


having  logged  more  than  190  combat  missions  in  three- 
and-a-half  years. 

Dunng  those  2,695  days  he  was  in  captivity,  Hall  was 
kept  in  a  cell,  sometimes  as  small  as  5  foot  by  7  foot, 
undergoing  physical  abuse  and  intense  interrogation. 
During  this  time,  he  was  denied  communication  with  the 
other  prisoners  and,  for  the  first  four-and-a-half  years,  he 
couldn't  write  or  hear  from  his  family.  In  fact,  his  family 
received  its  first  letter  from  him  in  1970,  nearly  five  years 
after  he  was  taken  prisoner. 

While  Hall  was  in  North  Vietnam,  his  wife,  Pat,  main- 
tained the  family  and  at  the  same  time  worked  for  the 
release  of  her  husband  and  the  other  American  POWs 
being  held  in  Vietnam.  She  was  an  active  member  of  the 
National  League  of  Families  and  focused  her  energy  on 
making  people  aware  of  the  situation  in  Vietnam.  She 
delivered  numerous  speeches  and  helped  launch  a  letter- 
writing  campaign,  urging  Americans  to  write  to 
Vietnamese  officials  in  Hanoi  and  to  the  Vietnamese  dele- 
gation at  the  Paris  Peace  talks.  Pat  also  assisted  in  circulat- 
ing petitions  calling  for  the  release  of  Amencan  prisoners, 
once  helping  secure  more  than  3,500  signatures. 

When  Hall's  plane  back  home  landed  at  Keesler  Air 
Force  Base  February  15,  1973,  he  was  finally  reunited 
with  the  family,  friends  and  homeland  he  loved  and 
served.  "I  came  home  to  a  vers7  good  situation,"  Hall  said 
in  an  interview  with  the  Hattiesburg  American  in  1985.  "My 
family  was  still  intact.  My  wife  and  children  were  waiting 
for  me  and  had  been  active  in  the  National  League  of 
Families  [an  organization  that  sought  accelerated  release  of 
the  prisoners  and  information  on  those  missing  in  action] . 
Many  guys  were  not  so  lucky." 

His  many  honors  include  two  Purple  Hearts,  two  Silver 
Stars,  the  Bronze  Star  with  V  for  Valor,  many  air  medals 
and  the  Distinguished  Flying  Cross. 

After  retiring  from  the  military,  Hall  and  his  family 
returned  to  life  in  Hattiesburg.  He  was  very  active  with  the 
Air  Force  ROTC  program  at  Southern  Miss,  which  named 
its  squadron — the  George  Robert  Hall  Arnold  Air 
Squadron — in  his  honor.  To  this  day  he  enjoys  attending 
Golden  Eagle  football  games.  The  ISM  ties  don't  end 
there,  however.  Two  of  Halls  three  children — Bobby  and 
Diane — are  Southern  Miss  alumni. 

These  days,  Hall  spends  his  time  with  his  friends  and 
family.  In  addition  to  their  own  children,  the  Halls  have 
eight  grandchildren  who  range  in  age  from  4  to  13. 
According  to  Hall,  the}'  "keep  their  grandparents  smiling." 
Additionally,  he  also  devotes  his  time  to  volunteer  work — 
he  volunteers  at  Forrest  General  Hospital  and  is  still  a 
member  of  the  Hattiesburg  Veterans  Committee. 

No  matter  what  he's  doing,  however,  Hall's  mind  and 
heart  don't  seem  to  stray  far  from  the  life  he  led  in  the  mil- 
itary. "I  think  of  those  fighting  men  and  women."  he  said. 
"May  God  bless  them  and  nuv  thev  come  out  of  this  con- 
flict [with  Iraq]  on  top  "  Be 
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By  Karen  B.  Gibbs 


Nagasaki,  Japan 

August  9, 1945 

Ground  Zero  for  the  second  atomic  bomb 

The  sudden  wail  of  sirens  warns  14-year-old  Japanese  schoolgirl  Akiko  "Aki" 
Ogmo  to  seek  shelter  beneath  a  heavy  metal  shelf  in  the  munitions  factory  where  she 
and  her  classmates  are  required  to  work.  A  bone-jarring  explosion  rips  the  top  off  the 
mountain  and  the  factory  housed  within  it.  Aki  watches  in  terrifying  disbelief  as  a 
clock  on  the  wall  in  front  of  her  melts  to  the  floor.  Around  her  lay  the  bodies  of  dead 
classmates.  Above  her  is  a  debris-laden  sky. 

In  shock,  she  scrambles  from  the  wreckage  and  frantically  runs  with  fellow  students 
to  a  vacant  house  outside  of  Nagasaki.  The  next  morning,  she  begins  her  walk  home 
through  hell,  racing  three-plus  miles  along  the  railroad  tracks  toward  her  home.  So 
intent  is  she  on  reaching  the  safety  of  her  family  that  she  scarcely  notices  the  super- 
heated train  tracks  searing  the  flesh  of  her  feet  or  the  poisonous  radiation  soaking  into 
her  body. 

Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

August  1951 

Home  of  Mississippi  Southern  College 

A  courageous  Aki  sits  quietly  as  the  Greyhound  bus  she  is  riding  in  arrives  at  the 
Hattiesburg  station.  Alone  and  in  a  strange  land,  she  nervously  steps  off  the  bus.  To  her 
surprise,  she  is  greeted  by  the  welcoming  arms  of  Virginia  Huffman  and  her  group  of 
Methodist  church  ladies.  They  embrace  Aki  as  they  would  their  own  daughter.  They 
showered  her  with  presents  and  held  a  party  in  her  honor.  So  intent  is  she  on  the  out- 
pouring of  love  she  is  experiencing  that  she  scarcely  notices  her  anxieties  and  fears  melt- 
ing away. 


Aki  is  the  oldest  of  four  daughters  born  to  Satoru  and  Shizuko  Ogino.  Her  father, 
Satoru,  was  a  ship  building  engineer  who  designed  Japans  biggest  warship, 
Musasi,  for  Mitsubishi  Ship  Building  Company  in  Nagasaki.  After  World  War  II  ended, 
her  "very,  very  international-minded"  father  took  many  American  soldiers  into  his 
home.  The  soldiers  would  share  family  dinners  and  celebrate  birthdays.  "They  were 
always  bringing  chocolate  and  everything,"  she  recalls.  "I  studied  English  in  school 
and  could  speak  a  little  with  them." 

It  was  during  these  visits  that  Marine  Lt.  Col.  George  Cooper,  son  of  a  Hattiesburg 
war  hero,  got  to  know  Aki.  For  months,  he  would  visit  her  as  she  lay  bedridden  with 
radiation  sickness.  Cooper  felt  sorry  for  Aki.  She  was  weakened,  her  hair  had  fallen 
out,  her  teeth  had  all  become  loose,  and  her  feet  and  hip  were  scarred  from  burns. 

"Lt.  Col.  Cooper  had  an  aunt  who  was  also  a  missionary  with  the  Japanese 
Christian  College  in  Nagasaki,"  Aki  says.  "Lt.  Col.  Cooper  and  my  father  had  become 
very  good  friends.  He  was  very,  very  sorry  for  the  Nagasaki  sights.  Japan  was  so  very 
poor,  and  everything  was  so  damaged." 

As  she  regained  her  strength,  Aki  would  join  her  family  in  entertaining  the 
American  soldiers.  An  accomplished  pianist,  she  was  pleased  whenever  her  father 
would  say,  "Aki,  come  and  play  the  piano  for  the  American  soldiers." 

"So,"  Aki  says,  "I  had  very  good  memories,  even  though  I  [was  sick]." 


Aki  Sugaya  and  her  friend,  Rev.  Jo  Holloman,  visited 
campus  last  year. 

One  day,  Cooper  told  Mr.  Ogino  that  he  and 
his  wife  wanted  to  pay  for  Aki  to  attend 
Mississippi  Southern  College  (now  USM)  in  the 
United  States.  Aki  said  she  was  enthusiastic 
about  the  offer.  "Everyone  wanted  to  go  to 
[America]  because  it  was  free  and  rich  and  like  a 
dreamland  for  us  at  the  time,"  she  explains. 

Aki's  father  took  Cooper  up  on  the  offer,  and 
so  20-year-old  Aki  traveled  alone  by  ship  to  San 
Francisco.  From  there  she  took  a  Greyhound 
bus  to  Lake  Charles,  La.,  where  she  stayed  with 
Cooper's  relatives  for  a  week  before  heading  to 
Hattiesburg,  where,  from  the  moment  she 
stepped  off  the  bus,  she  said  she  felt  herself  sur- 
rounded by  loving,  caring  people. 

"When  I  arrived  in  Hattiesburg,  I  was  greeted 
by  Mrs.  Huffman,  who  had  the  Methodist  ladies 
get  together  and  give  me  a  party,"  Aki  recalls.  "So 
many  clothes  and  everything — like  a  Christmas 
party.  Very,  very  generous,  very  kind.  They  even 
gave  me  a  bedspread,  too.  A  beautiful  bed- 
spread— I  still  have  it  now.  These  were  very 
good  memories." 

Another  fond  recollection  was  of  Sundays  and 
church,  Mississippi  style.  "Mississippi  Southern 
College  was  very  enthusiastic  about  religion  for 
students,"  Aki  says.  "Every  Sunday,  buses  came 
to  campus  and  took  the  students  to  church.  On 
Sundays,  you  know,  when  you  live  in  the  dor- 
mitory, you  have  nothing  to  do  but  stay  in  the 


28 


THE  TALON 


Aki  (center)  and  her  family.  Below,  Aki  and  her  husband  are  active  in 
Friendship  Force,  which  promotes  peace  through  international  friend- 
ships and  visits. 


dorm.  But  they  came  every  Sunday  to  take  us  to  church.  We  rode  on 
the  Presbyterian  bus  and  went  to  the  Southern  Presbyterian  Church. 
We  had  a  nice  lunch.  We  had  good  fun  and  a  nice  time." 

So  impressed  was  Aki  with  the  hospitality  of  the  members  of 
Southern  Presbyterian  Church  that  she  was  baptized  there  on  Easter 
Sunday  1952. 

MSC  also  introduced  Aki  to  lifelong  friends,  including  her  two 
roommates,  Nancy  McGrew  Critz  '54  and  Barbara  Byrd  Guernsy  '54. 
To  this  day,  she  continues  to  correspond  with  both  women.  "They 
were  so  very  nice,"  Aki  says,  her  voice  growing  soft.  "Barbara  was  like 
my  mama.  She  was  such  a  sweet  lady." 

Guernsy  also  has  fond  memories  of  her  time  with  Aki.  She  laughs 
as  she  reminisces  about  Aki  and  her  ever-present  dictionary.  "I've 
never  seen  a  dictionary  in  such  tatters  from  being  used  so  much,"  she 
says.  'Aki  carried  it  with  her  everywhere." 

Aki  agreed  that  she  was  always  looking  for  correct  words  in  her 
dictionary.  "I  remember  once,  Mrs.  Huffman  advised  me  never  to  say, 
'Dr.  Cook  is  nut.'"  Huffman  explained  that  calling  the  MSC  president 
a  nut  meant  Aki  was  calling  him  crazy. 

Aki's  unique  study  habits  also  stood  out  in  Guernsy's  mind. 
Because  Aki  had  two  part-time  jobs — she  tagged  items  at  Madison 
Fine  Department  store  and  operated  the  ditto  machine  for  a  profes- 
sor— she  often  would  study  late  into  the  night  in  their  tiny  room  in 
Hattiesburg  Hall.  As  was  her  custom,  she  would  work  out  her  math 
problems  using  an  abacus.  Many  a  night  the  room  came  alive  with  the 
clatter  clatter  of  wooden  beads  being  moved  back  and  forth.  To  her 
credit,  Aki  did  quite  well  in  school.  "Better  than  us,"  Guernsy  says.  "I 
think  she  was  near  genius." 

But  after  more  than  a  year  at  MSC,  Aki  began  to  grow  homesick  for 
her  family.  Having  learned  American  etiquette  and  table  manners  as 
well  as  studying  education  and  democracy  at  an  American  college, 
she  returned  home  to  Japan,  grateful  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States  who  welcomed,  educated  and  cared  for  her. 

Aki  eventually  married  Kinjito  Sugaya.  Like  Aki,  he  had  come  to 
American  for  a  college  education,  studying  world  business  at  San 
Francisco  State  University.  He  ran  an  import/export  business  in  Japan 
until  his  retirement.  Aki  also  worked,  teaching  English  in  a  girl's  high 
school  in  Tokyo.  The  couple  resides  in  Tokyo  and  has  two  children — 
Motoki,  46,  and  Yoko,  43 — and  six  grandchildren. 

Recently,  Aki  returned  to  the  Southern  Miss  campus.  She  said  the 
change  she  most  noticed  was  the  great  increase  in  the  number  of 
buildings.  "We  had  more  space  when  I  was  there,"  she  says.  "Now 


there  are  so  many  buildings,  but  still,  Lake  Byron,   I 
found  it." 

Despite  the  physical  changes,  Aki  said  the  friendly 
atmosphere  had  remained  the  same.  "The  people  are  very 
nice,"  she  said.  "...I  never,  never  forget  the  warm 
Southern  hospitality  I  could  not  find  any  words  to 
express  my  great  gratitude  to  many  American  people." 

Promoting  peace 

These  days,  Aki  and  her  husband  are  active  in 
Friendship  Force  International  (FFI),  a  group  founded  by 
Jimmy  Carter  to  promote  peace  through  international 
friendships  and  visits.  "Now  I  believe  that  my  duty  is  to 
tell  the  young  people  how  atomic  bombs  which  people 
have  made  will  destroy  our  dear  earth  into  hell  if  once 
again  wars  would  happen,"  she  says.  "I  was  14  years  old 
[when  Nagasaki  was  bombed]  and  just  scared  [because 
of]  the  bombing. 

"I  am  now  old  enough  to  have  the  courage  to  say  the 
truth:  that  human  beings  could  be  very  dangerous  as  well 
as  generous  and  kind.  We  are  fortunate  to  believe  that 
God  loves  all  the  people  of  the  world  beyond  religions, 
races  and  colors.  And  we  should  know  to  never  use  such 
a  dangerous  weapon." 
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By  Dana  L.  McCranie 


Fred  Varnado  looks  at  photographs  of  his  wife,  Sheila,  and  daughter  Tanishia,  both 
active  military  currently  serving  at  Camp  Dohar  in  Kuwait. 

s  America  sends  its  sons,  daughters,  mothers  and  fathers  into 
battle,  many  are  faced  with  the  absence  of  loved  ones. 

One  member  of  the  Southern  Miss  community  who  has  been 
particularly  affected  by  the  war  abroad  is  Fred  Varnado,  an  aca- 
demic coordinator  for  the  university's  Ronald  E.  McNair 
Postbacculaureate  Scholars  Program  and  a  retired  lieutenant 
colonel  in  the  U.S.  Army.  Both  his  wife  and  daughter  are  active 
military  with  the  U.S.  Army  stationed  at  Camp  Doha  in  Kuwait, 
not  far  from  the  fierce  fighting  taking  place  between  coalition 
troops  and  the  remains  of  a  military  loyal  to  Iraqi  president 
Sadaam  Hussein. 

Upon  meeting  Varnado,  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  that  he  is  car- 
rying such  a  weight.  He  is  filled  with  an  infectious  optimism  that 
is  particularly  evident  when  he  speaks  of  his  wife,  Col.  Sheila 
Varnado,  and  daughter,  Specialist  4th  Class  Tanishia  Varnado. 

Varnado  described  his  wife  and  daughter  as  two  professional, 
responsible,  Christian  women  who  enjoy  a  challenge.  Sheila  has 
been  in  the  military  since  1976  and  was  the  first  African-American 
and  the  first  women  to  direct  the  Southern  Miss  Army  ROTC. 
Tanishia,  27,  began  her  military  career  in  1998. 

He  said  that  while  he  worries  about  them  and  would  prefer  to 
have  them  home,  he  is  also  proud  that  they're  serving  the  country. 
"The  military  has  an  oath  and  it  says,  'I  do  solemnly  swear  to  sup- 
port and  defend  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  against  all 
enemies,  both  foreign  and  domestic,'"  said  Varnado,  whose  20- 
year  military  career  included  serving  as  an  Army  intelligence  offi- 
cer. "They  are  fulfilling  the  oath  they  took  when  they  raised  their 
hands." 

Though  proud,  Varnado  is  also  anxious.  To  help  him  through 
this  difficult  time,  he  has  been  relying  on  a  support  network  of 
family  and  friends.  His  support  team  at  Southern  Miss  has  been 
helpful,  he  said,  especially  Susan  W  Borland,  director  of  the 
McNair  Scholars  and  Student  Support  Services  Programs. 


But  he  said  the  majority  of  his  strength  comes  from  his  faith  and 
his  church.  "I  am  a  believer  in  a  true  and  living  God,"  he  said, 
adding  that  he  gains  much  strength  from  reading  the  Bible. 

It  has  also  helped  that  Varnado  has  been  able  to  stay  in  contact 
with  his  wife  and  daughter.  Since  their  deployment,  he  communi- 
cates almost  daily  with  them  both  through  e-mail.  Varnado  said  he 
couldn't  discuss  what  their  duties  are  at  Camp  Dohar,  only  that 
they  work  in  "highly  sensitive  positions." 

"They  can't  say  where  they  are  exactly  or  about  operational  mis- 
sions, but  they  can  talk  about  their  concerns  and  about  the  weath- 
er," he  said. 

Until  the  conflict  has  ended,  Varnado  said  there  are  many  ways 
for  those  interested  to  support  our  troops.  He  believes  first  and 
foremost  that  citizens  should  pray. 

"Pray  that  God  will  lead  our  decision  makers,  both  military  and 
civilian,  to  do  what  is  best  for  our  nation,"  he  said. 

Varnado  also  encourages  war  protesters  to  do  their  part  and 
support  the  troops.  "If  they're  going  to  protest  the  war,  I  would 
ask  that  when  they  pick  up  a  banner,  they  also  pick  up  a  box  to 
fill  with  care  packages  to  send  to  our  men  and  women  who  are 
supporting  our  nation  and  allowing  us  to  remain  free,"  he  said. 
"They  are  fighting  for  us  to  have  the  freedom  of  speech,  freedom 
of  press  and  freedom  of  religion,"  he  said. 

Meanwhile,  Varnado  has  been  keeping  himself  busy  with  his 
work,  church  involvement,  and  school — he  is  currently  pursing  a 
Ph.D.  in  adult  education  from  Southern  Miss.  Additionally,  he 
cares  for  his  mother,  Vertis,  who,  at  87,  is  struggling  with 
Alzheimer's  disease. 

When  Varnado  speaks  of  what  gets  him  through  difficult  days 
and  how  he  copes  with  the  trials  life  presents,  he  is  eager  to 
share  the  words  that  mean  the  most  to  him.  He  delivers  the 
names  of  scriptures  from  the  Bible  (Jeremiah  29:11  and 
Philippians  4:13)  as  gifts  of  hope  and  strength  that  have  proved 
tried  and  true  to  him  in  moments  of  fear  and  worry.  These  words 
are  lightening  a  load  heavy  enough  to  weigh  down  the  strongest 
of  shoulders.  Ej& 


Sheila  and  Tanishia  Varnado 
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USMAA  Announces  New  Chapter  Structure, 
Organization 

I  After  graduation,  most  new  alumni  these  days  are  settling  in  larger 
metropolitan  areas.  Due  to  these  societal  changes  and  the  fact  that  that 
this  trend  is  holding  true  for  graduates  of  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi,  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  launched  an  initia- 
tive two  years  ago  to  re-evaluate  its  chapter  structure  and  organization. 

Thanks  to  the  leadership  of  the  USMAA  Board  of  Directors,  the 
Chapter  Structure  Review  Committee  was  created  to  address  ways  the 
programming  of,  and  participation  in,  our  alumni  chapters  could  be 
enhanced.  The  CSRC,  which  began  its  work  in  fall  2001,  was  com- 
posed of  past  and/or  current  alumni  chapter  presidents  and  was 
charged  with  tackling  these  important  issues. 

Some  of  the  areas  the  committee  researched  and  discussed  were 
demographic  and  participation  trends  among  our  alumni,  chapter  area 
populations,  chapter  officer  terms,  chapter  organization  and  what 
requirements  should  be  expected  from  the  chapters.  The  culmination  of 
this  effort  resulted  in  new  chapter  areas  being  established  in  the  state  of 
Mississippi  (by  geographic  regions)  and  a  new  Chapter  Officers' 
Leadership  Manual  that  will  guide  those  chapter  leaders  in  creating  suc- 
cessful organizations.  The  committee  presented  its  recommendations  to 
the  Board  of  Directors  in  2002  and  all  were  approved  unanimously. 

As  noted,  the  geographic  chapter  regions  established  by  the  committee 
were  given  much  thoughtful  analysis.  Decisions  were  based  on  major  cen- 
ters of  population,  distances  others  would  have  to  travel  to  chapter  meet- 
ings, the  presence  of  "new  blood"  to  perpetuate  excellent  chapter  leader- 
ship and  the  level  of  programming  that  could  be  sustained  by  a  chapter. 

Although  the  Alumni  Association  would  prefer  to  have  thriving 
chapters  in  each  county  of  Mississippi,  the  Association  made  the  deci- 
sion to  follow  the  trend  of  many  other  associations  across  the  country 
in  adopting  this  regional  organization.  The  Alumni  Association 
believes  that  those  alumni  and  friends  who  want  to  support  the 
University  and  maintain  a  connection  with  it  will  be  willing  to  travel 
a  small  distance  once  or  twice  a  year  to  participate  in  an  alumni  chap- 
ter meeting  near  them. 

For  questions  regarding  the  new  operating  structure  of  the  alumni 
chapters  in  Mississippi,  please  contact  Coordinator  of  Chapter 
Services  Dawn  Smith  via  e-mail  at  dawn.smith@usm.edu  or  by  phone 
at  (601)  266-5013. 

Thames  Receives  Framed  Talon  Cover 


The  Alumni 
Association 
staff  recently 
presented 
President 
Shelby  Thames 
with  a  framed 
copy  of  the 
summer  2001 
Talon,  which 
announced 
Thames' 
presidency. 
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New  Life  Members 

Dianne  Williams  Nightingale 

Davin  W  Williams 

Charles  Richard  Mauldin 

Carl  Christopher  Woods 

Robert  L.  and  Jane  C  Lowery 
Stephanie  Barnum  Turner 


The  Legacy  Corner 


Members  of  the  Student 
Government  Association  joined 
representatives  from  the  Legacy 
and  the  Alumni  Association  recent- 
ly for  the  third  annual  Legislative 
Day.  According  to  Mick  Bullock, 
Legacy  president,  the  purpose  for 
the  day  was  to  give  students  an 
opportunity  to  learn  more  about 
the  legislative  process. 

On  the  groups  agenda  was 
attending  the  opening  of  the 
Mississippi  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  which  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  briefing  with  local  legislators.  Capping  off  the  days 
events  was  a  lunch  at  the  University  Club,  and  Danny  Mitchell 
70,  71,  CEO  and  president  of  the  GodwinGroup,  was  the  guest 
speaker.  He  spoke  to  students  about  how  his  Southern  Miss  expe- 
rience prepared  him  for  his  current  position.  After  lunch,  students 
were  treated  to  a  reception  at  the  governors  mansion;  a  represen- 
tative from  the  governors  office  led  a  tour  of  the  mansion. 

"It  was  a  great  day  filled  with  lots  of  oppor- 
tunities for  students  to  gam  a  better  insight 
into  our  local  government,"  said  Dawn  Smith, 
coordinator  of  chapter  services  and  Legacy 
adviser. 

Also  this  spring,  the  Legacy  invited  Lisa 
Mader,  director  of  the  Department  of 
Marketing  and  Public  Relations  (DMPR),  to 
speak  at  its  meeting.  Mader  told  members 
about  Southern  Miss'  new  athletic  mark  and 
also  explained  the  DMPR's  history. 
In  other  news,  the  group  recently  held  its 
annual  banquet.  Holly  Haynes  was  named  this  year's  recipient  of 
the  Powell  and  Frances  Ogletree  Endowed  Scholarship.  The 
scholarship  is  intended  to  honor  an  outstanding  junior  in  the 
Legacy  who  has  shown  service  to  the  Legacy,  involvement  in 
Southern  Miss  and  perseverance  over  adversity  The  award  is 
intended  for  use  in  the  recipients  senior  year. 


Former  Teacher,  College  Board  Member  Dies 

■  Martha  H.  Gill  '53,  a  retired  teacher,  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  State  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning,  and  a  Southern  Miss 
alumna,  died  January  16.  She  was  71. 

Born  in  Phillip,  Gill  graduated  from  Southern  Miss  with  a 
bachelor's  degree  in  home  economics  education  m  1953.  She  was  a 
teacher  with  Gultport  City  Schools,  having  taught  at  East  Junior 
High  and  Bayou  View  Junior  High.  Gill  retired  in  1985. 

A  former  board  member  for  the  Mississippi  Institute  oi  Higher 
Learning,  Gill  served  on  the  Blue  Ribbon  Committee  for  Education 
in  Mississippi  for  Gov.  William  Winter.  She  was  a  former  member  of 
the  National  Education  Association  and  the  Mississippi  Education 
Association. 

Gill  was  a  member  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Gulfport. 

Memorials  can  be  made  to  the  Martha  Gill  Memorial 
Scholarship  Fund,  c/o  USM  Foundation/Gulf  Park.  730  E  Beach. 
Long  Beach,  MS  39560. 


Bullock  and  Smith 
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Eagles  Nest  Close  to  Home 

■  We  are  proud  of  our  alumni  and  friends  who  call 
Mississippi  their  home!  Sixty  thousand  of  our  grad- 
uates live  right  here  in  Mississippi,  and  we  want  you 
to  see  where  you  can  plug  in. 

Active  Alumni  Chapters  In-State 

Central  Mississippi  (Jackson  Metro) 

East  Central  Mississippi 

Gulf  Coast  Alumni 

Laurel  Metro 

Memphis  Metro  Mississippi 

Northeast  Mississippi 

Northeast  Central  Mississippi 

Pearl  River  County 

South  Central  Mississippi  (Hattiesburg  Metro) 

Southeast  Central  Mississippi 

Southeast  Mississippi 

Southwest  Mississippi 

Southwest  Central  Mississippi 


Alumni  Chapters  Out-of  State 

Atlanta,  Ga. 
Birmingham,  Ala. 
Dallas/Fort  Worth,  Texas 
Denver,  Colo. 
Houston,  Texas 
Memphis,  Tenn. 
Mobile,  Ala. 
Nashville,  Tenn. 
North  Alabama 
Northshore,  La. 
Panama  City,  Fla. 
Pensacola,  Fla. 
Washington,  D.C. 


Coahoma 
98 


Bolivar 
140 


Quitman 
26 

Panola              Lafa) 
74                      « 

Yalobusha 

Tallahatchie 
41 

28 

Grenada 
83 

Pontotoc 
42 


Itawamba 


NORTHEAST 


Calhoun 
28 


Chickasaw 
29 


Monroe 


Clarke 
351 


Wayne 
656 


Forrest 

SOUTH  CENTRAL 


Marion 
1,060 


Lamar 
3,762 

Pearl  River 
1,872 

PEARL 
RIVER 


6,122 


Perry 
561 


668 


w 


e  are  looking  for  volunteers  in  the  following 
areas  to  help  provide  leadership  for  the  local 
chapter.  If  you  are  interested  in  learning  more,  con- 
tact Dawn  Smith,  coordinator  of  chapter  services,  at 
dawn.smith@usm.edu,  or  call  the  Alumni 
Association  at  (601)  266-5013. 

Baton  Rouge,  La. 
Delta,  Miss. 
Orlando,  Fla. 
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ss  Alumni  Association  Chapters 

Southern  Mi 

Pensacola 

Gene  Klos 

Fax:  (W)  601/693-5873 
willam .  reynolds@rssmb .  com 

287  Serene  Hills 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39402 

Southaven,  MS  38671 
Tel:  (H)  662/349-9402 

Birmingham 

John  Gordon 

2219  Inverness  Drive 

Tel:   (H)  601/296-0898 

(W)  662/393-7975 

206  Ivy  Brook  Trail 

Pensacola,  FL  32503 

Gulf  Coast  Alumni 

(W)  601/268-1000 

dukeboyl974@aol.com 

Pelham,  AL  35124-1996 

Tel:  (H)  850/434-6892 

Linda  Lang  Ishee 

Fax:  (W)  601/268-1998 

Tel:  (H)  205/620-5465 

(W)  850/232-8253 

49  1/2  55th  Street 

tanderson@gattys .  com 

Nashville 

(W)  205/620-0909 

geneklos@aol.com 

Gulfport,  MS  39507 

Michael  Rook 

jdgordon35124@msn.com 

Tel:  (H)  228/865-0587 

Southeast  Central 

1600  16th  Ave. 

Mobile 

langishee@aol.com 

Mississippi 

Scott  Hemeter 

South  #2 
Nashville,  TN  37212 

Atlanta 

Leigh  Breal 

Larry  Harvill 

Laurel  Metro 

1406  Fairview  Drive 

Tel:  (H)  615/463-2066 

6721  Southwind  Drive 

3712  Bayside  Cove  NW 

Pat  Cruise 

Waynesboro,  MS  39367 

(W)  615/515-5194 

Biloxi,  MS  39532 

Acworth,  GA  30101 

308  Highway  28  West 

Tel:  (H)  601/735-3212 

michael.rook@jqh.com 

Tel:   (H)  228/396-9966 
(W)  251/433-5616 

Tel:   (H)  770/917-0722 
(W)  770/835-3202 

Laurel,  MS  39443 
Tel:  (H)  601/729-2304 

(W)  601/735-0011 

Southeast  Mississippi 

Dallas/Fort  Worth 

Fax:  (W)  251/433-5617 

Fax:  (W)  770/644-4105 

(W)  601/477-8008 

George  Sholl 

Gus  Cabrera 

leighb@wardmtltrucks.com 

lharvill@bigfoot.com 

grover@louisianagrass.com 

15252  Highway  63 
Moss  Point,  MS  39562 

504  Anglewood  Drive 
Richardson,  TX  75081 

North  Alabama 

Northeast  Central 

Tel:  (H)  228/588-6506 

Tel:  (H)  972/669-4050 

(Huntsville) 

Northshore 

Mississippi 

(W)  228/769-3240 

(W)  972/301-2551 

Dennis  Stapp 

Sharon  Hernn 

Christopher  Pulliam 

shollg@datasync .  com 

GCabrera@minorplanet 

115  Spinnaker  Circle 

1318  Patriot  Drive 

Post  Office  Box  5258 

usa.com 

Madison,  AL  35758 

Slidell,  LA  70458 

Columbus,  MS  39704 

Southwest  Central 

Tel:  (H)  256/461-8495 

Tel:  (H)  985/643-5655 

Tel:  (H)  662/328-6469 

Mississipppi 

Houston 

(W)  256/971-6772 

(W)  985/643-2992 

(W)  662/323-1628 

Randy  Bums 

Judith  Kochenower 

dennis.s.stapp@saic.com 

sherrin@bellsouth.net 

pulham@ebicom.net 

6268  North  Highway  570 
Smithdale,  MS  39664 

7919  Woodland  Oaks 
Court 

Northeast  Mississippi 

Tony  Palazzo 

Tel:   (H)  601/567-2360 
(W)  601/249-4562 

Houston,  TX  77040 
Tel:   (H)  713/983-8629 

Denver 

Central  Mississippi 

Margie  Jepson 

(Jackson  Metro) 

820  East  Bay  Circle 

Fax:  (W)  601/249-4816 

(W)  713/686-4850 

8270  S.  Kearney  Street 

Libby  Condia 

Tupelo,  MS  38801 

randyb@firstbank.com 

Fax:  (\VI  713/686-4956 

Denver,  CO  80112 

22 1  East  Towne  Drive 

Tel:  (H)  662/840-0700 

kochenower@msn.com 

Tel:   (H)  303/779-1578 

Brandon,  MS  39042 

(W)  662/377-5201 

Southwest  Mississippi 

(W)  303/988-7580 

Tel:  (H)  601/825-6886 

apalazzo@nmhs.net 

Chip  Sturdivant 

Fax:  (W)  303/989-4805 

(W)  601/825-6886 

24  Oakwood  Lane 

Kuykendall  Horne- 

paraservinc@cs.com 

Pearl  River  County 

Natchez,  MS  39120 

Murrv 

mpj@mgma.com 

All                f"  t             1          ,  '11 

Ashley  Stockstill 

Tel:   UT)  601/442-2185 

Troutman  Sanders  LLP 

East  Central 

47  LW  Stockstill  Road 

TV                                                 \    M  i~       "~\  f\    A    f  S" 

(W)  601/442-7970 

401  9th  Street.  XYV. 

Picayune,  MS  39466 

601/442-7951 

Suite  1000 

Panama  City 

Mississippi 

Tel:  (H)  601/798-5201 

Fax:  (\\n  601/442-4828 

Washington.  D.C,  20004 

Don  Rice 

Brad  Reynolds 

ashkdl8@hotmail.com 

Tel:   vW  202/319-2929 

4911  High  Point  Drive 

8063  Pinewood  Drive 

CW)  202  274-2840 
Fax:  (W)  202  654-5656 

Panama  City,  FL  32404 

Meridian,  MS  39305 

South  Central 

Memphis  /  Memphis 

Tel:  (H)  850/769.4629 

Tel:   (FT)  601/681-4518 

Mississippi 

Metro  Mississippi 

kuykendall. 

(W)  850/769-8147ext.287 

(W)  800/990-9269 

(Hattiesburg  Metro) 

Charles  "Andy"  Stogner 

horncmurrv@ 

donjrice@comcast.net 

(C)  601/479-6811 

Tom  Anderson 

1895  Brentwood  Trail 

troutmansanders  com 

sFRIN, 
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M.M.  Roberts  Stadium 


Athletic  Facilities  Renovation  Plan  Unveiled 

The  Department  of  Athletics  recent- 
ly announced  specific  plans  for  its 
ambitious  facilities  renovation  project. 
Renovations  include  such  major 
projects  as  the  addition  of  luxury  suites 
and  club  level  seating  and  press  box 
renovation  and  expansion  at  Roberts 
Stadium,  additional  seating  and  luxury 
suites  at  Green  Coliseum,  construction 
of  a  tennis  stadium,  construction  of  a 
facility  for  the  Olympic  sports  pro- 
grams, completion  of  the  softball  com- 
plex, lighting  for  the  track/soccer  complex  and  the  addition  of  artificial  "field  turf  at  Roberts 
Stadium.  Other  smaller  projects  also  are  included  m  the  plans. 

Director  of  Athletics  Richard  Giannini  and  his  staff  have  worked  with  design  and  architect 
firms  extensively  in  recent  years  to  develop  the  overall  plan,  and  recently  Giannini  revealed 
plans  for  financing  the  $40  million  project.  Those  plans  call  for  the  Athletic  Department  to 

fund  $28  million  of  the  total  through  the  sale  of  luxu- 
ry suites  and  other  premium  seating,  and  is  seeking 
the  remaining  $12  million  from  city  and  county 
resources. 

"Many  of  our  facilities  have  had  only  cosmetic  ren- 
ovation since  their  construction  and,  by  todays  stan- 
dards, are  fast  becoming  obsolete,"  Giannini  said.  "In 
order  to  remain  competitive  in  Conference  USA  and  in 
NCAA  Division  1-A,  this  is  a  move  we  have  to  make. 
We've  been  fortunate  to  be  able  to  attract  such  home 
opponents  as  Illinois,  Texas  A&M,  Oklahoma  State, 
Cal,  and,  this  season,  Nebraska.  For  the  Nebraska 
game  this  season,  we'll  have  an  overflow  crowd  and 
ESPN's  No.  1  broadcast  crew.  Our  press  box  facilities 
and  our  stadium  seating  are  not  adequate  for  games  of  this  magnitude.  The  same  is  true  at 
Green  Coliseum. 

"We  have  put  a  lot  of  work,  thought  and  planning  into  this  project,  and  we're  at  a  point 
where  it's  something  we  have  to  do.  In  today's  world  of  college  athletics,  you're  either  mov- 
ing ahead  of  you're  falling  further  behind.  Maintaining  the  status  quo  is  not  an  option.  While 
the  plan  may  sound  ambitious,  it  certainly  is  well  within  our  reach,  and  the  result  will  be 
something  that  we  all  can  be  proud  of  as  we  continue  to  reach  for  new  heights.  We  must  con- 
tinue to  seek  our  vision  of  excellence  in  everything  we  do;  however,  vision  is  expensive.  I'm 
confident  that  with  the  full  support  of  our  donors  and  area  leaders,  our  dreams  and  goals  for 
the  program  will  be  accomplished." 

x,DREAM...BELIEVE.-ACHIEVEr 

WALTER  HERBISOH/MJTHOR 


■> 


Reed  Green  Coliseum 
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JEFF  POSEY 

NO.  96  •  LINEBACKER 

BUFFALO  BILLS 

Jeff  Posey,  pass  rasher  with  the  Buffalo 
Bills,  will  suit  up  for  his  fourth  team  this 
upcoming  season.  In  2001,  Posey  played 
in  1 1  games — seven  with  the  Jaguars  and 
four  with  the  Panthers.  He  was  signed  as  a 
free  agent  by  Philadelphia  in  June,  waived 
by  the  Eagles  in  August  and  signed  by 
Carolina  in  October.  In  2002,  Posey  re- 
wrote his  career  stats.  He  finished  with  a 
team-high  eight  sacks  on  the  season, 
which  ranked  him  12th  in  the  AFC.  He 
had  a  career-high  7 1  tackles  and  also  con- 
tributed with  six  solo  tackles  on  special 
team  Posey  was  signed  by  the  Texans  as  an 
unrestricted  free  agent  in  April,  2002.  He 
is  a  converted  defensive  end,  has  84  career 
tackles  and  40  special  teams  stops,  played 
in  seven  games  for  Jacksonville  and  four 
games  for  Carolina  last  season.  Posey 
spent  his  first  three  campaigns  in  San 
Francisco,  where  he  was  originally  signed 
by  the  49ers  as  an  undrafted  free  agent  on 
May  2,  1997.  S3 
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New  Golden  Eagle  Comes  to  Roost  at  Southern  Miss 


A  new  golden  eagle  in  a  new  color  has  landed  in  the  athletic  roost  at 
Southern  Miss  and  will  soon  be  emblazoned  on  items  from  uniforms  to 
programs  to  merchandise.  The  new  athletic  mark  and  new  gold  color, 
unveiled  in  late  January  by  Southern  Miss  athletic  officials  and  President 
Shelby  E  Thames  during  a  news  conference,  is  an  eagle  head  with  a  sleek, 
more  modern,  fierce  look.  It  will  be  used  as  the  primary  mark  for  the  ath- 
letic teams  and  will  debut  on  uniforms  beginning  with  the  2003  football 
season.  The  new  golden  eagle,  which  will  be  used  on  all  athletic  uniforms, 
publications,  merchandise  and  marketing  materials,  will  replace  other 
marks  previously  used.  A  sleeker,  more  modernized  form  of  the  attack  eagle 
will  be  unveiled  next  year. 

"We  are  thrilled  with  the  outcome,"  said  Richard  Giannim,  athletic 
director.  "This  new  mark  is  truly  our  own  and  provides  us  with  a  distinc- 
tive look.  Any  time  you  add  a  new  mark  to  your  organization,  people  get 
excited  about  it.  A  lot  of  the  major  colleges  and  professional  teams  change 
their  logos  from  time  to  time  for  that  reason.  Our  current  athletic  marks 
have  been  in  use  for  more  than  10  years.  Apparel  manufacturers  are  excit- 
ed about  adding  a  new  eagle  to  our  merchandise,  and  1  think  our  fans  and 
supporters  will  be  also." 

"We  are  excited  about  the  new  look  for  Southern  Miss  athletics,  and  it 
will  have  a  very  positive  effect  on  our  student-athletes  and  fans,"  said  Jeff 
Bower,  head  football  coach. 

Rodney  Richardson,  principal  owner  of  RARE  Designs  in  Hattiesburg 
and  a  Southern  Miss  graduate,  developed  the  logo  and  said  the  new  iden- 
tity represents  the  strength,  pride  and  passion  of  what  it  means  to  be  a 
Southern  Miss  Golden  Eagle. 

"Our  design  positioning  was  to  create  a  classic  athletic  identity  inspired 
by  a  strong  tradition  modernized  to  reflect  the  Southern  Miss  spirit  of  per- 
severance and  achievement,"  he  said.  "Bold.  Clean.  Timeless." 

A  second  development  in  the  process  was  the  issue  of  color,  said 
Giannini.  For  the  past  couple  of  years,  the  athletic  teams  used  a  color 
named  "Vegas  Gold"  on  uniforms,  but  it  was  a  hard  color  to  duplicate  in 
apparel.  "We've  been  able  to  change  to  a  different  gold  that  we  can  use  uni- 
versity-wide," Giannini  said. 

"1  think  you  11  end 
up  seeing  a  whole  lot 
more  people  wearing 
gold,"  Bower  agreed, 
saying,  "The  new 
golden  eagle  will  be 
a  powerful  mark, 
and  the  consistency 
of  color  will  add  a  lot 
of  gold  in  the  stadi- 
um at  future  games." 
"What  we've  got 
now  is  a  more  distinc- 
tive and  consistent 
look  for  our  athletic 
teams,"  said  Giannini.  "That's  one  of  the  things  we  wanted  to  do  in  our 
branding,  to  be  more  consistent  with  what  the  university  is  doing  in  the 
ongoing  branding  for  the  university." 

"We've  had  so  many  different  variations  of  marks  in  the  past,  and  that's 
made  it  hard  to  have  a  solid  identity,"  said  Gene  Fitts,  university  collegiate 
licensing  specialist.  "The  new  mark  is  a  very  progressive  look.  I'm  excited." 
Fitts  said  he  believes  interest  in  the  new  look  will  spill  over  to  con- 
sumers who  will  want  to  buy  items  with  the  new  appearance.  "In  return, 
that  will  have  a  big  impact  on  the  university  from  royalties,  which  ulti- 
mately go  back  to  the  athletic  program,"  said  Fitts,  predicting  products  car- 
rying the  new  look  will  be  available  by  early  summer. 


Athletic  Director  Richard  Giannini  unveils  the  new 
athletic  mark. 


The  Design  Process:  Much  more  than  merchandising 

Creating  the  new  eagle  identity  was  an  intense  process  that  RARE 
Design  and  the  Southern  Miss  Athletics  Department  conducted  in  several 
stages  for  nearly  a  year.  The  process  included  a  great  deal  of  research,  the 
use  of  focus  groups,  defining  and  refining  the  look,  and  finally,  completing 
the  look  with  accompanying  typefaces  and  supporting  marks,  said 
Richardson. 

The  process  began  with  extensive  research,  where  RARE  looked  at  the 
history  of  the  Athletics  Department  and  university.  Next,  they  looked  at 
color  stories,  graphic  directions  and  the  extension  of  possible  logos  into 
supporting  graphics.  Those  ideas  were  then  tested  in  focus  groups. 
Findings  from  the  focus  groups  led  to  changes  in  images  and  direction. 

One  comment  that  stood  out  among  others  from  the  focus  groups  came 
from  Coach  Jeff  Bower,  who  said,  "Character;  heart;  courage... define  what 
Southern  Miss  football  is  all  about." 

"We  knew  we  had  to  capture  those  words  in  our  brand,"  said 
Richardson.  "Athletic  identities  mean  so  much  more  to  so  many  more  peo- 
ple. You've  got  the  passion  of  the  students,  fans  and  alumni,  the  represen- 
tation of  the  history  of  the  university,  the  vision  of  the  Athletic  Department 
and,  not  least,  the  authenticity  of  the  athletes  and  game  to  represent,"  he 
added. 

Although  the  new  graphics  and  color  play  a  huge  role  in  licensing  and 
marketing  university  athletics,  Richardson  said  he  believes  they  are  rele- 
vant in  representing  athletic  ideals. 

"Too  often,  team  identity  design  focuses  on  the  marketing  aspect  of  the 
game  rather  than  the  team,  athletes  and  sports  themselves,"  he  said. 
"People  don't  rally  behind  a  logo.  They  rally  behind  the  ideas  that  logo 
should  represent  in  a  clear,  concise  way.  An  identity  is  not  about  creating 
a  graphic;  it's  understanding  the  story  that  makes  Southern  Miss  athletics 
unique." 

"The  work  Rodney  and  his  team  at  RARE  have  done  with  the  Southern 
Miss  athletic  brand  works  hand-m-hand  with  what  we  are  doing  to  estab- 
lish a  brand  for  the  entire  university,"  said  Danny  Mitchell,  president  and 
CEO  of  GodwinGroup,  the  oldest  and  largest  marketing  and  public  rela- 
tions firm  in  the  Southeast.  GodwinGroup  designed  the  theme  for  the 
2003  athletic  season,  "Anyone,  Anywhere,  Anytime,"  and  currently  is 
working  with  the  university  to  develop  a  university-wide  brand  for  the 
institution. 

"I  believe  what  we've  captured  in  the  design  represents  the  strength, 
pride  and  passion  of  what  it  means  to  be  a  Southern  Miss  Golden  Eagle." 
said  Giannini.  "The  results  certainly  encapsulate  the  words  used  by  our 
focus  group  members — courage,  strength,  pride — to  describe  die  traits  of 
our  athletes." 

RARE  Design  is  a  creative  consortium  of  marketing,  advertising  and 
design  expertise.  RARE  has  created  campaigns  for  professional  athletic 
teams,  major  colleges  and  corporations,  including  Nike.  Adidas,  the 
Houston  Texans  and  Home  Depot  E£ 
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Nebraska  Comes  to  Hattiesburg— Are  You  Ready 
for  Some  Football? 

Spring  has  come  and  is  almost  gone,  and  now  we  wait  for  the 
roars  of  the  crowds  as  football  is  just  around  the  corner.  The  spring 
game  demonstrated  the  tremendous  potential  our  program  has 
under  the  leadership  of  Head  Coach  Jeff  Bower,  Defensive 
Coordinator  Tyrone  Nix  and  our  new  offensive  coordinator,  Rip 
Scherer.  Add  a  great  recruiting  class  and  tremendous  returning  tal- 
ent and  we  have  so  much  to  look  forward  to. 

As  the  excitement  builds,  our  joint  Alumni  Association  and  Eagle 
Club  chapters  are  working  to  create  a  sea  of  gold  in  M.  M.  Roberts 
Stadium.  David  Ham,  Hattiesburg  Eagle  Club  director,  and  our 
Hattiesburg  alumni  have  worked  hard  to  get  standardized  game  wear 
clothing  in  all  area  stores.  This  should  counteract  anything  that 
Nebraska  fans  will  be  wearing  when  the  Huskers  face  the  Golden 
Eagles  September  25  at  M.M.  Roberts  Stadium. 

Due  to  demand,  there  is  currently  no  public  sale  of  game  day  tick- 
ets. However,  great  seats  are  still  available  to  those  purchasing  sea- 
son tickets  or  for  Eagle  Club  members.  Tickets  can  be  ordered  by 
calling  (601)  266-5418  or  (800)  844-8425. 

Medical  Fund  Established  to  Help  Student-athletes 

Director  of  Athletics  Richard  Giannim  has  announced  that  the 
Southern  Miss  Athletics  Foundation  has  set  up  a  medical  fund  that 
in  the  future  will  help  defray  medical  expenses  of  student-athletes 
not  covered  by  insurance. 

"Our  thoughts  and  prayers  continue  to  go  out  to  Derrick  Nix  and 
his  family,"  Giannini  said.  "The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Athletics  Foundation  is  establishing  a  medical  fund  to  assist  student- 
athletes  with  the  medical  expenses  such  as  those  associated  with 
Derricks  kidney  ailment,  where  a  transplant  is  necessary.  This  fund 
will  help  pay  the  medical  expenses  that  are  not  covered  by  insurance, 
which  may  be  considerable.  The  Medical  Fund  will  be  a  worthwhile 
endeavor,  and  we  know  all  Golden  Eagle  fans  will  come  to  our  aid  in 
supporting  our  student-athletes." 

The  fund  is  growing  rapidly,  with  more  than  $85,000  already 
received,  and  thanks  to  the  Bower  family,  this  years  proceeds  from  the 
Kristen  Bower  golf  tourney,  which  averages  close  to  $100,000  annual- 
ly, will  be  donated  to  this  fund.  Additionally,  numerous  fund-raisers 
are  planned  throughout  the  remainder  of  this  year  through  next  foot- 
ball season. 

Nix  recently  completed  his  career  at  Southern  Miss,  finishing  with 
3,584  yards  rushing  and  scoring  30  touchdowns.  He  finished  sec- 
ond on  the  school's  and  Conference  USAs  rushing  yardage  charts, 
was  second  on  the  school's  career  100-yard  games  (14)  and  all-pur- 
pose yards  (4,005)  and  third  on  the  career  rushing  touchdowns  list. 
In  2002,  he  finished  with  1,184  yards  and  scored  11  touchdowns, 
garnering  first-team  All-Conference  USA  honors.  That  marked  the 
third  time  he  was  an  all-conference  selection.  Nix  was  selected  to 
play  in  the  Senior  Bowl  and  was  assured  to  be  a  high  NFL  draft  pick 
prior  to  his  illness. 

Checks  can  be  made  payable  to  the  Southern  Miss  Athletic 
Foundation,  marked  for  the  Student  Athlete  Medical  Fund.  The  address 
is  Southern  Miss  Athletics  Foundation,  EO.  Box  15458,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
39404.  For  more  information,  contact  Christi  Holloway  chief  financial 
officer  of  the  Athletics  Foundation,  at  (601)  266-5034. 


Hnatiuk 


Grand  Time  Weekend,  A  Smashing  Success 

We  have  just  completed  our  first-ever  Grand  Time 
weekend,  which  was  coupled  with  the  Gulf  Coast 
Beach  Bash  and  attended  by  numerous  coaches,  former 
coaches  and  NFL  celebrities,  including  PGA  touring 
professional  and  Southern  Miss  alumnus  Glen 
Hnatiuk.  Thanks  to  the  tremendous  support  of  the 
celebrities,  the  host  property,  Grand  Casino  Biloxi,  and 
its  nationally  acclaimed  Jack  Nicklaus-designed  Grand  Bear  golf 
course,  we  were  able  to  raise  our  ninth  golf  endowment  for  the 
men's  and  women's  golf  programs  in  the  name  of  Glen  Hnatiuk. 

Donations  Come  in  Mysterious  Ways 

We  thank  Linda  and  Miles  Newton 
for  donating  a  limited  edition  "Team  of 
the  Century"  lithograph  to  the  Pat 
Ferlise  Center;  we  have  proudly  hung  it 
in  the  Eagle  Club  office.  Linda  and  Miles 
are  very  active  in  the  Pensacola  chapter  of  the  Eagle  Club  and  are 
members  of  our  Football  Motor  Home  Club. 

Peavey  Electronics  Donates  One-of-a-kind  Guitar 

Steve  Holified,  Southern  Miss  alumni 
and  Peavey  Electronics  executive,  has 
donated  the  second  Southern  Miss  guitar 
to  raise  valuable  dollars  for  our  athletic 
endowment  programs.  The  guitar,  a  one- 
of-a-kind  handcrafted  model,  will  be  auc- 
tioned at  the  Southern  Miss  Grand  Time 

event  held  April  27  on  the  Gulf  Coast. 

The  only  other  guitar  of  this  kind  was  purchased  by  Gene  Gibson 

of  Memphis  and  donated  to  Senior  PGA  Tour  veteran  Allen  Doyle 

and  his  daughter,   Erin.   The  proceeds  were  put  into  the  J.   G. 

Molleston  Golf  Endowment.  Steve,  from  all  of  us  in  the  Eagle  Club, 

thank  you  for  this  donation. 

Deakle  Becomes  64th  Circle  of  Champion  member 

Local  Hattiesburg  attorney  John  Deakle  has  joined  the  prestigious 
Circle  of  Champions,  a  group  of  dedicated  Southern  Miss  supporters 
whose  vision  is  to  move  our  athletic  facility  construction  program  to 
an  even  keel  with  all  major  programs  nationwide.  Each  donor  pledges 
a  minimum  commitment  of  $100,000  over  a  10-year  period. 

For  additional  information  on  any  athletic  giving  program,  or  for 
information  on  stadium  expansion  or  season  ticket  programs,  call 
the  Eagle  Club  at  (601)  266-5299. 

Loyal  Eagle  Club  Member  Enjoys  Too  Much  Snow 


Bill  Duffy  is  oblivious  to  the 
cold  as  he  proves  he's  "King  of 
the  Hill"  after  his  area  was 
rocked  with  a  record  snowfall 
Valentine's  Day  weekend.  In 
fact,  more  than  two  feet  of 
snow  fell  during  the  storm. 
Hey,  Bill,  hope  our  Eagles  kept 
you  warm. 
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When  spring  and  summer  roll  around,  you  can  be  sure  of  certain  things — blue 
skies,  green  leaves  and  road  trips.  If  the  urge  to  hit  the  open  road  overcomes  you, 
or  if  you  just  want  to  show  off  your  latest  Southern  Miss  gear,  be  sure  to  include  us. 
Send  us  pictures  of  yourself,  your  friends  or  your  family  decked  out  in  black  and  gold* , 
and  we'll  feature  the  photos,  as  many  as  space  allows,  in  a  future  issue  of  Snapshots. 
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Bill  Hurst  opened  his  Bush,  La.,  home  recent- 
ly for  an  Eagle  Club  Signing  Day  party. 
Special  guests  included  Director  of  Athletics 
Richard  Giannini,  Assistant  Football  Coach 
Shelton  Gandy  and  Eagle  Club  Executive 
Director  Dick  Vogel.  Thanks  to  Chuck  Cook 
'83,  who  submitted  the  photograph. 

Golden  Eagles  Walter  Love  and  his  daughter, 
Virginia  Love  '89,  pose  backstage  with 
famed  country  singer  George  Strait.  Walter 
and  Virginia  recently  flew  to  Seattle  to  see 
Strait  in  concert. 

Dana  Luquire  '02  and  Nicki  Case  '02  wear 
their  black  and  gold  with  pride  at  the 
Southern  Miss  vs.  Charlotte  basketball 
game. 

Decked  out  in  a  Southern  Miss  T-shirt, 
Ashley  Nicole  Jones,  daughter  of  John 
Jones  '91,  '01  and  Cathy  Jones  of  Chicago, 
poses  with  Seymour.  Ashley  was  born  May 
20,  2002. 

Donald  Tiesgiser  '78  mans  the  Southern 
Miss  table  at  Paris  (Texas)  Junior  College's 
recruitment  night.  He  has  been  participating 
in  student  recruitment  events  for  Southern 
Miss  for  the  past  14  years. 

Former  Dixie  Darling  Joyce  Scimeca 
McHenry  and  current  Dixie  Darling  captain 
Jennifer  Smith  smile  for  the  camera  during 
Homecoming  2002.  In  1954,  McHenry  was 
the  DD's  first  captain  and  director;  48  years 
later,  she  is  still  dancing  on  Southern  Miss' 
football  field  at  halftime.  "Maybe  Jennifer 
will  be  doing  the  same  thing  48  years  from 
now,"  she  wrote. 


Pat  Ferlise  '53,  a  member  of  the  Equestrian 
Order  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre  of  Jerusalem, 
was  recently  knighted  by  the  order.  The 
Archbishop  of  New  Orleans  performed  the 
service.  His  wife,  Rosalie,  is  a  lady  with  the 
order. 

Toby  Jeffreys  '80  (left)  and  Bo  McMurphy 
pose  with  the  National  Hockey  League's 
Stanley  Cup,  which  was  on  display  at  the 
East  Coast  Hockey  League's  All-Star  Game  in 
January.  Jeffreys  is  co-owner  of  the 
Gwinnett  (Ga.)  Gladiators,  and  McMurphy  is 
co-owner  of  the  Mississippi  Seawolves.  Both 
men  were  members  of  Sigma  Alpha  Epsilon 
fraternity  at  Southern  Miss. 


*For  printing  purposes,  please  save  or  scan  your 
photos  at  a  resolution  of  300  dpi.  If  you  have 
any  questions,  contact  the  Alumni  Association  at 
(601)  266-5013. 
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Exciting  things  are  happening  to  Southern  Miss 
alumni,  and  now  is  your  chance  to  catch  up  on  the 
news  and  accomplishments  of  your  fellow  Golden 
Eagles.  To  submit  your  news  to  The  Talon,  please 
send  your  information  to  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association,  Box  5013,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406; 
e-mail  alumni.talon@usm.edu;  or  visit 
www.SouthernMissAlumni.com. 

All  cities  are  in  Mississippi  unless  otherwise  noted. 

DR.  VIRGINIA  HEMBY,  associate  professor  in  the 
Department  of  Technology  Support  and  Training  at 
Indiana  University  of  Pennsylvania,  was  recently  elected 
as  secretary  of  the  Eastern  Business  Education 
Association. 


For  16  weeks  last  summer,  NORMA  E.  IDOM  '46  vol- 
unteered at  the  Mountain  Farm  Museum  in  the  Great 
Smoky  Mountains  National  Park.  Her  character  was  a 
1900s  female  farmer.  Idom  said  she  hopes  to  work  there 
again  this  summer. 


RIC  VINSON  '57,  a  coating  inspector  for  an  engineer- 
ing firm,  was  diagnosed  with  colon  cancer  in  July  and  is 
currently  undergoing  chemotherapy  in  Tucson,  Anz. 

SID  DAVISON  JR.  '58  was  awarded  the  2002  Laura 
Bowen  Vas  Nuys  writing  contest  for  his  short  story 
"Calamity"  written  under  David  Diamond.  He  is  also  the 
two-time  winner  of  the  Midwest  Fiction  Pnze  from 
Michigan  State  University 


After  retinng  from  the  U.S.  Air  Force,  Biloxi  schools  and 
Lockheed  Aerospace,  THOMAS  "TOM"  T.  LYNCH  JR. 

'64  has  been  living  in  Kailua  Kona,  Hawaii.  Lynch,  his 
son,  Tom,  and  daughter  Julie  are  all  Southern  Miss  grad- 
uates and  Alumni  Association  life  members. 

JIM  HANSFORD  '65,  professor  of  music  and  director  of 

bands  since  1990  at  Oklahoma  Baptist  University,  served 
as  senior  editor  and  writer  for  a  recently  released  400- 
page  textbook,  The  Instrumental  Resource  Jor  Church  and 
School,  published  by  Church  Street  Press.  The  entire 
project  was  coordinated  through  Lifeway  Church 
Resources,  Nashville. 

JOHN  W.  LEE  JR.  '65  has  been  appointed  to 
BancorpSouths  Hattiesburg  Community  Bank  Board.  Lee 
also  serves  on  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Pine  Burr 
Area  Council  Boy  Scouts  of  America. 


BARON  W.  THAMES  70,  71  has  been  appointed  to 
BancorpSouths  Hattiesburg  Community  Bank  Board. 
Thames  is  a  certified  public  accountant  and  is  a  partner  in 
the  CPA  firm  of  McArthur,  Thames,  Slay  and  Dews,  PLLC. 

Knsta  Hessler  will  graduate  from  William  and  Mary,  Phi 
Beta  Kappa  in  May  2003,  and  will  attend  Harvard  Law 
School  in  September.  Kann  Hessler  will  graduate  from 
Lafayette  College  a  year  early,  and  Duke  University  has 
offered  her  a  full-tuition  scholarship  to  enter  the  bio- 
chemistry Ph.D.  program.  Knsta  and  Kann  are  the 
daughters  of  TED  HESSLER  73. 


Danny  Mitchell  70,  71,  chairman  and  CEO  of 
GodwinGroup,  has  risen  through  the  ranks  of  the  public  rela- 
tions field,  and  each  job  he  has  held  has  played  an  important 
role  in  developing  his  professional  skills. 

Prior  to  joining  GodwinGroup,  Mitchell  served  10  years  as 
Jackson  Municipal  Separate  School  Districts  public  relations 
and  communications  officer.  Prior  to  that  position,  he  was 
managing  partner  for  a  radio  station  in  Slidell,  La.,  for  two 
years.  Before  that,  he  served  as  assistant  director  of  public  rela- 
tions at  Mississippi  University  for  Women  and  was  a  public  relations  consultant  for  his 
own  firm,  Wilson/Mitchell  Public  Relations. 

Mitchell,  an  established  public  relations  practitioner,  said  each  position  afforded  him 
invaluable  industry  experience.  "I  was  right  out  of  school  and  managed  a  large  staff  at  the 
W,"  he  said.  "The  radio  stations  gave  me  a  strong  background  in  news,  and  with  Jackson 
public  schools,  I  had  an  opportunity  to  serve  with  a  lot  of  professionals." 

Then,  in  1983,  when  the  three  owners  of  GodwinGroup  decided  to  retire,  they  tapped 
Mitchell  to  become  the  company's  chairman  and  CEO.  Upon  accepting  the  position,  he 
immediately  set  to  work  assembling  a  team  that  could  provide  national  quality  marketing 
communications  and  public  relations  to  clients  nationwide. 

Mitchell  also  wanted  to  include  all  marketing  services  so  clients  wouldn't  require  other 
agencies.  Accordingly,  he  brought  in  capable  managers  who  could  strengthen  each  divi- 
sion of  the  agency,  including  advertising,  marketing  and  public  relations.  Mitchell  also  sup- 
ported each  agency  function  with  both  people  and  technological  resources  to  meet  client 
expectations  and  the  changing  needs  of  their  organizations. 

Today,  Mitchell  continues  to  guide  GodwinGroup  and  its  clients  through  major  growth. 
The  company  is  currently  in  the  top  two  percent  of  ad  agencies  in  the  U.S.  and  in  the  top 
10  percent  of  fastest  growing  agencies  in  the  South.  The  company's  roster  of  clients 
includes  nationally  known  companies  such  as  Amtrak,  Time  Warner  Cable,  Delta  Queen 
Steamboats  and  Louisville  Slugger. 

Additionally,  Mitchell  has  been  involved  in  several  professional  organizations  and  is  cur- 
rently serving  as  president  of  the  Public  Relations  Society  of  America  (Mississippi  Chapter) 
and  the  Public  Relations  Association  of  Mississippi. 

Aside  from  his  career,  Mitchell  has  served  Southern  Miss  as  past  president  of  the  USM 
Foundation  and  was  also  given  the  2002  Continuous  Service  Award  by  the  Alumni 
Association.  "The  university  has  given  me  the  opportunity  to  continue  to  serve  in  a  capac- 
ity that  I  can  give  back  to  USM,"  he  said. 

Mitchell  and  his  wife,  Patty,  reside  in  Brandon.  The  couple  has  three  children.  K^  HJB 


DR.  EDDIE  HOLLOWAY  74,  75,  '82,  '98  has  been 
appointed  to  BancorpSouths  Hattiesburg  Community 
Bank  Board.  Holloway  is  the  dean  of  students  and  an 
assistant  professor  of  psychology  at  Southern  Miss. 

HAP  HAMBRIC  75  recently  accepted  a  position  as 
Army  science  adviser,  United  States  Southern  Command, 
located  in  Miami. 

In  January  2000,  JULIE  B.  GILCHRIST  76  bought  an 
Oreck  vacuum  store  in  Hattiesburg.  Gilchrist  said  she 
loves  being  in  Hattiesburg  and  over  the  last  three  years 
has  employed  four  USM  students. 

RANDY  READ  76.  organizational  development  director 
for  Forrest  General  Hospital  in  Hattiesburg,  received  the 
2002  Service  Award  by  Hattiesburg's  Area  Development 
Partnership  (ADP).  The  award  recognizes  Reads  contri- 
butions as  chairperson  of  the  ADP's  work  force  develop- 
ment task  force. 

ORA  LEE  SHAHEED  76  was  recently  named  vice  pres- 
ident of  patient  care  services  at  Forrest  General  Hospital. 

SUSAN  ARCHER  RILEY  78,  '83  has 

been  named  one  of  Mississippi's  50 
Leading  Business  Women  for  2002.  Riley  is 
a  certified  public  accountant  and  share- 
holder in  the  firm  of  Nicholson  and 
Company  PA.  Additionally,  Riley  has  been 

appointed  to  BancorpSouths  Hattiesburg  Community 

Bank  Board.  (PHOTO) 


TIMOTHY  GONDA  79  was  recognized  by  the 
Louisiana  Athletic  Trainers  Association  for  his  23  years  of 
service  to  the  organization  and  for  his  promotion  of  ath- 
letic training  throughout  the  state. 

DR.  MITTIE  NIMOCKS  79  has  been  appointed  dean 
of  the  College  of  Liberal  Arts  and  Education  at  the 
University  of  Wisconsin-Platteville.  Nimocks  has  been  at 
Platteville  for  17  years  and  has  served  as  assistant  dean 
of  her  department  for  three  years. 


After  receiving  a  master  of  social  work  degree  from  the 
University  of  Houston,  BRIDGET  PATCH  SEAL  '81  is 
employed  by  Spring  Dialysis.  Her  husband,  DANNY  R. 
SEAL  '82,  recently  accepted  an  engineer  of  offshore 
equipment  position  with  Williams,  the  second  largest 
natural  gas  pipeline  transporter  in  country. 

RUSSELL  BYRD  '82  was  recently  promoted  to  director  of 
government  and  public  affairs  for  Comcast  Cablevision 
and  represents  the  eastern  Tennessee  areas  of 
Chattanooga,  Knoxville,  Johnson  City  and  portions  of 
Virginia  and  West  Virginia.  Russell  and  his  wife,  Gina 
Armagost  of  Panama  City,  Fla.,  have  two  daughters,  Sarah 
and  Hannah.  Recently,  Russell  hit  a  170-yard  with  a  6  iron 
for  a  hole  in  one,  winning  Gina  a  2003  Honda  Odyssey. 


38 


THE  TALON 


NOTES 


SHARON  WEATHERSBY  '82,  '90  is  one  of  20 

Hattiesburg  residents  to  participate  in  the  2003  "Leaders 
For  A  New  Century"  program,  sponsored  by  the  Area 
Development  Partnership.  Weathersby  is  employed  by 
the  Hattiesburg  American. 


M 


SHELIA  WHITE  '82,  '87  has  been  recog- 
nized by  the  Public  Relations  Association  of 
Mississippi  with  the  organization's  top 
honor,  the  Professional  Achievement  Award. 
White  is  the  director  of  marketing,  public 
relations  and  recruitment  at  USM  Gulf  Coast.  (PHOTO) 

LINDE  LYNN  '83,  '85  and  JEFF  LYNN  '83,  '85  have 
moved  from  Allen,  Texas,  to  Elberta,  Ala.  Both  work  for 
Seacoast  Laboratory  Data  Systems.  Two  of  their  children 
have  participated  in  the  All-South  Honor  Band  held  in 
February  on  the  Southern  Miss  campus. 

PJ.  LEIGHNER  MOFFETT  '83  was  selected  to  the 
Presidents  Council  of  Excellence  for  Real  Estate  One  in 
Ann  Arbor,  Mich.  Moffett  also  teaches  in  the  hotel  and 
restaurant  department  of  Eastern  Michigan  University. 

ASTRID  MUSSIETT  ORR  '83,  group  executive  consult- 
ant for  The  Canada  Life  Assurance  Company,  has 
exceeded  annual  sales  goals  once  again  for  2002.  This  is 
her  sixth  consecutive  year  of  exceeding  sales  quotas  as 
set  forth  by  Canada  Life.  Orr  has  written  more  than  $18 
million  in  group  employee  benefits  for  Canada  Life,  and 
she  serves  on  the  company's  Representative  Advisory 
Council.  Orr  works  out  of  the  Canada  Life  Regional 
Sales  Office  in  New  Orleans. 

DR.  EDWARD  FORD  '84  received  a  doctor  of  philoso- 
phy degree  from  the  University  of  Oxford  in  England. 


ARTHUR  E.  "ARTY"  CREEL  '86  and 
HEATHER  MCKEE  CREEL  '92 

announce  the  birth  of  their  daughter,  Eva 
Maureen.  She  is  welcomed  by  big  brothers 
Corey  and  Nathan.  (PHOTO) 


FRANK  A.  GLENN  '86  has  been  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  lieutenant  colonel.  He  is  currently  stationed  at  Tinker 
Air  Force  Base,  Okla. 


DON  LITTLE  '86  and  his  wife,  ELLEN 
LITTLE  '86,  announce  the  October  9,  2002, 
birth  their  daughter,  Emileigh  Nicole.  She  is 
welcomed  by  siblings  Donald  and  Knsten. 
Don  has  received  a  master's  of  business 
degree  from  Mississippi  College.  (PHOTO) 


RANDY  NORRIS  '86  and  SUSAN  NORRIS  '89 
announce  the  December  6,  2002,  birth  of  their  daughter. 
Jennie  Kathenne  Patricia.  She  is  welcomed  by  brothers 
Chnstian,  Timothy  and  Benjamin 

DEBRA  RILEY  VERNON  '86  recently  attained  two  pro- 
fessional designations — Certified  Financial  Examiner 
(CFE)  and  Certified  Insurance  Examiner  (C1E).  Debra  is 
married  to  DWAIN  VERNON  '86.  Dwain  is  the  con- 
troller for  Metaris  Corp.,  and  Debra  is  the  market  conduct 
supervisor  for  the  Mississippi  Department  of  Insurance. 

DINO  R.  VECCHIO  '86,  '91,  '02  was  recently  selected 
as  the  director  of  technology/vocational  education  for  the 
Jackson  County  School  District. 

JEFF  CARTER  '87  has  been  elected  president  of  the 
Sentry  Agents  Council,  the  advisory  board  of  the 
Transportation  division  of  Sentry  Insurance  Company. 
Carter  is  vice  president  for  StewartSneedHewes/ 
BancorpSouth  Insurance. 
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ROBERT  HAMRICK  '87  has  been  promoted  to  pro- 
gram administrator,  senior  for  the  state  of  Mississippi's 
Department  of  Human  Services'  Foster  Care  Review 
Program. 

JAN  TURNER  HUGHES  '87  and  her  husband,  John, 
announce  the  December  17,  2002,  birth  of  their  daugh- 
ter, Mary  Claire.  She  is  welcomed  by  big  brothers  John 
Ethan,  5,  and  Turner  Evan,  4 

NELDA  NEAL  '87,  who  represented 
the  city  of  Pearl  and  Rankin  County, 
was  crowned  Mrs.  Mississippi  United 
States  2003.  She  was  also  recognized 
with  the  special  award  for  physical  fit- 
ness. Neal,  a  licensed  marriage  and  fam- 
ily therapist,  will  compete  in  the  Mrs. 
United  States  national  pageant  in  late 

July.  Neal  and  her  husband,  John,  have  two  children: 

Jessica,  11,  and  Jake,  8.  (PHOTO) 

MAJ.  BEVERLY  OSTERMEYER  '87  is  currently  in 
active  duty  in  the  United  States  Air  Force  and  has  trans- 
ferred from  Keesler  Air  Force  Base  in  Mississippi  to  Eglin 
Air  Force  Base  in  Florida. 

BARTON  SPENCER  '87  and  his  wife,  Sarah,  announce 
the  January  21,  2003,  birth  of  their  daughter,  Sarah  Price. 

AMY  DAY  CARR  '88  announces  the  October  24,  2002, 
birth  of  her  daughter,  Kara  Elizabeth. 

TIM  MAGEE  '88  has  been  promoted  to  president  of 
Trustmark  Bank  in  Columbia. 

CHRIS  MCGEE  '88  was  selected  to  the  Amateur 
Softball  Association's  National  Indicator  fraternity  after 
umpiring  in  his  third  national  championship.  ASA 
awarded  him  a  gold  medal  of 
recognition  for  umpiring  at 
the  local,  state,  regional  and 
national  levels,  in  addition  to 
serving  the  state  of  Mississippi 
as  District  IV  umpire-in-chief. 

STEPHANIE  WEBB  '88,  '92 
and  CORY  TODD  WILSON 

were  married  March  1,  2003. 
Stephanie  is  employed  by 
Memonal  Behavioral  Health  in 
Hattiesburg  as  outreach  coor- 
dinator, and  Cory  is  employed 
as  an  associate  by  Arant,  Rose 
and  White,  LLP  of  Jackson. 

PAM  TAYLOR  BARHAM  '89 

currently  is  employed  as  a 
management  recruiter  for  the 
Jackson  Partnership  Inc. 

BRIAN  WHITE  '89  and  his 
wife,  STACY  WHITE  '93, 

announce  the  February  1 1 , 
2003,  birth  of  their  third 
child,  Grace  Elizabeth,  She  is 
welcomed  by  siblings  Drew 
and  Rebecca. 


CHERYL  HINTON  '90  is  one 

of  20  Hattiesburg  residents  to 
participate  in  the  2003 
"Leaders  For  A  New  Century" 
program,  sponsored  by  the 
Area  Development 
Partnership. 


BRIAN  SCHULTZ  '90  announces  the  June  10,  2002, 
birth  of  his  daughter,  Margit  Daum. 

ROBERT  TAYLOR  '90  principal  of  Warrenwood 
Elementary  School,  received  a  master's  of  school  adminis- 
tration degree  in  May  2001  and  is  pursuing  a  doctorate  in 
education.  His  wife,  VIVIAN  TAYLOR  '91  is  head  nurse 
of  the  pediatric  clinic  at  Womack  Army  Medical  Center 
and  is  also  captain  promotable  in  the  U.S.  Army  Reserves. 


ANTHONY  J.  PALAZZO  '91  and 

Amy  Taylor  were  married  May  17, 
2002   In  August  2002,  Anthony 
adopted  Madison  Taylor,  6.  (PHOTO) 


TRACI  SELMAN  MCDOWELL  '91  and  REUBEN 
MCDOWELL  '92  announce  the  February  4,  2003,  birth 

of  their  daughter,  Sawyer  Dueitt. 

JOHN  WHITE  '91  and  LAURA  GRAY  WHITE  '91 

announce  the  June  1 2 ,  2002 ,  birth  of  their  son ,  John 
Henry.  He  is  the  couple's  first  child. 

DEAN  JAMES  BERTRAM  '92,  '94  and  JENNIFER 
KIRKWOOD  '98,  '02  were  married  March  1,  2003. 
Dean  is  employed  by  Southern  Miss  as  a  professor  of 
forensic  science  and  adjunct  instructor  of  the  Mississippi 
Police  Corp.  Jennifer  is  employed  by  the  Jones  County 
School  System. 

KEN  D1FATTA  '92  and  his  wife,  Laura,  announce  the 
November  19,  2002,  birth  of  their  son,  Ethan  Kendall. 
He  is  welcomed  by  big  brother  Jake.  Ken  manages  credit 
administration  at  AmSouth  Bank  in  Birmingham.  Ala. 

LAURA  CARLISLE  FRIEDL  '92  and  her  husband, 
David,  announce  the  August  3,  2002,  birth  of  their  first 
child,  Hayley  Katharine . 
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Pine  Belt  PRAM  Chapter  Honors  Kirkpatrick 

The  Pine  Belt  chapter  of  the  Public  Relations 
Association  of  Mississippi  recently  named  its 
highest  award  after  William  E.  "Bud"  Kirkpatrick 
'58,  '64.  The  Public  Relations  Practitioner  of  the 
Year  award  is  now  named  the  Bud  Kirkpatrick 
Practitioner  of  the  Year  Award.  The  award  recog- 
nizes achievement  in  the  field  of  public  relations 
Kirkpatrick  with  Joanne  and  is  the  highest  honor  in  the  Public  Relations 
Marsh,  pram  president        Association  of  Mississippi  chapter. 

Kirkpatrick  began  his  distinguished  career  as  director  of  Southern 
Miss'  Union  and  student  activities,  a  position  he  held  from  1958-72.  In 
1972,  he  was  tapped  to  head  the  university's  public  relations  department, 
a  title  he  held  until  1996,  when  he  was  named  assistant  to  the  president 
for  University  Relations.  On  June  30,  2002,  Kirkpatrick  retired. 


Mather  Hired  as  Assistant  AD  for  Compliance 

Robert  Mather  '87  has  been  named  assistant  athletics  director  for 
compliance  at  the  University  of  Central  Florida.  Most  recently,  Mather 
was  director  of  athletic  compliance  at  Syracuse  University. 

"We  are  looking  forward  to  having  Robert  join  our  department,"  said 
UCF  Athletics  Director  Steve  Orsini.  "He  has  a  great  deal  of  experience 
in  the  field  of  compliance  and  athletics  administration  at  the  NCAA 
Division  I-A  level  and  comes  highly  recommended.  His  direction  will  be 
instrumental  in  our  efforts  to  build  a  top-notch  compliance  program." 

DeVinney  Named  to  National  Board 

Betty  W  DeVinney  '64  has  been  appointed  to  the 
National  Skill  Standards  Board  by  Sen.  Trent  Lott,  R-Miss. 
DeVinney,  an  executive  with  Eastman  Chemical 
Company  in  Kingsport,  Tenn.,  took  the  oath  of  office 
dunng  recent  ceremonies  in  Washington,  D.C.,  becom- 
ing the  board's  newest  member. 

"Sustaining  our  nation's  global  competitiveness 
requires  a  skilled  work  force,"  DeVinney  said.  "I  am  honored  to  be 
appointed  to  the  National  Skill  Standards  Board  and  look  forward  to 
working  with  other  board  members  in  support  of  the  voluntary  national 
skill  standards  system." 

Tim  C.  Flynn,  chairman  emeritus  of  LodgeNet  Entertainment  Inc.  and 
NSSB  chair,  described  DeVinney  as  a  "highly  accomplished  individual 
with  a  broad  range  of  interests  who  will  bring  to  our  board  a  great  deal 
of  wisdom  in  her  areas  of  expertise." 

DeVinney  currently  serves  on  a  number  of  boards,  including  those  of 
BlueCross  and  BlueShield  of  Tennessee  Inc.  and  the  East  Tennessee  State 
University  Foundation. 

Cumbest  Inducted  into  Hall  of  Fame 

Mark  Cumbest  '75,  broker/owner  of  Cumbest  Realty  Co.,  was  recent- 
ly inducted  into  the  Roland  Weeks  Leadership  Hall  of  Fame  and  was  the 
only  Jackson  County  resident  included  in  the  Top  10  South  Mississippi 
Community  Leaders. 

Cumbest  has  received  numerous  industry  accolades  since  founding 
Cumbest  Realty  the  year  he  graduated  from  Southern  Miss.  He  was 
named  Land  Realtor  of  America  in  1991  by  the  National  Realtors  Land 
Institute,  Mississippi  Realtor  of  the  Year  in  1997  and  1999,  and  became 
the  youngest  person  inducted  into  the  Mississippi  Realtor  Hall  of  Fame. 
Additionally  Cumbest  was  selected  five  times  as  Realtor  of  the  Year  by 
the  East  Gulf  Coast  Board  of  Realtors  and  in  2001  represented 
Mississippi,  Alabama,  Georgia,  Florida,  Puerto  Rico  and  the  U.S.  Virgin 
Islands  on  the  National  Association  of  Realtors  nominating  committee. 


Shaw  Receives  Leadership  Award  from  MHA 

Baptist  Education  Coordinator  and  registered 
nurse  Diane  Shaw  '80  of  Brandon  received  the  2002 
Leadership  in  Nursing  Education  Award  from  the 
Mississippi  Hospital  Association  Organization  of 
Nurse  Executives.  The  award  was  presented  to  Shaw 
at  the  association's  annual  fall  conference, 
has  worked  at  Baptist  for  eight  years.  She  orientates  new 


Shaw 


employees,  conducts  program  planning,  and  develops  educational  activ- 
ities related  to  general  and  department  orientation.  Shaw  is  also  the  Basic 
Life  Support  instructor  and  trainer  coordinator  of  CPR  for  Baptist. 

Alumni  Honored  at  Banquet  of  Champions 

Several  Southern  Miss  alumni  have  been  honored  at  the  Ail-American 
Football  Foundation's  49th  annual  Banquet  of  Champions.  USM  Head 
Football  Coach  Jeff  Bower  76,  78  received  the  Johnny  Vaught  Head 
Coach  Award;  his  wife,  Debbie  Bower  75,  was  given  the  First  Lady  of 
Football  Award.  C.  Hampton  Cook,  veteran  scout,  was  honored  with  the 
Lamar  Hunt  Pro  Football  Award.  Recognized  with  the  Bill  Wade  Unsung 
Hero  Award  were  Billy  Larson  78,  John  Tapper  Sr.  73,  Marvin  Breazeale 
78  and  Doug  Minis  '54. 

Stone  Named  President,  COO  of  NelBran  Glass 

Scott  Stone  '85,  '86  has  been  named  president  and  chief 
operating  officer  of  NelBran  Glass,  a  commercial  and  resi- 
dential glass  contractor.  Previously,  Stone  was  a  group  vice 
president  with  HealthSouth  and  also  held  various  financial 
and  marketing  management  positions  with  the  BellSouth 
wireless  communications  group. 

Stone  was  a  member  of  the  Kappa  Sigma  fraternity  and 
is  a  certified  public  accountant.  He  is  also  president  of  the  Friends  of  Oak 
Mountain  State  Park,  an  officer  on  the  board  of  KidOne  Transport,  and  a 
board  member  of  the  Bryant-Jordan  Scholar  Athlete  program.  Stone  and 
his  wife,  Christina,  reside  in  Mt.  Laurel,  Ala. 

Stone  is  the  son  of  Linda  Steele  '63,  74  and  Joe  Stone  '63,  and  the 
grandson  of  C.L  and  Gene  Fortenberry  and  J.C.  and  Ruby  Stone,  all  of 
Hattiesburg. 

Finley  Recognized  by  BCBS  of  Mississippi 

Blue  Cross  and  Blue  Shield  of  Mississippi  has  recognized  Rosemary  B. 
Finley  '01  as  one  of  its  Ageless  Heroes,  a  program  that  promotes  the  real- 
ity of  active,  healthy  lifestyles  for  older  adults.  More  than  400  nomina- 
tions were  submitted,  and  Finley  was  one  of  six  honored. 

Though  she  has  been  teaching  more  than  30  years  and  is  eligible  for 
retirement,  Finley  went  back  to  school  at  the  age  of  66  to  earn  a  special- 
ist's degree  in  science  education  from  Southern  Miss.  She  earned  a  4.0 
grade  point  average.  Additionally,  Finley  earned  a  National  Board 
Certification  in  Adolescent  Science  and  is  the  only  National  Board 
Certified  classroom  teacher  at  her  school. 

Walker  Receives  CBA's  Distinguished  Alumni  Award 

Harry  M.  Walker  72,  president  and  chief  operating  officer  of 
Trustmark  National  Bank  in  Jackson,  is  the  2003  recipient  of  the 
Southern  Miss  College  of  Business  Administration's  Distinguished 
Alumni  Award. 

Walker  joined  Trustmark's  management  training  program  and  moved 
up  the  corporate  ladder  from  head  of  municipal  investments,  to  manager 
of  the  real  estate  department,  to  executive  vice  president  and  chief  lend- 
ing officer  to  his  current  position  as  president  and  chief  operating  officer. 

A  strong  supporter  of  Southern  Miss,  Walker  has  served  on  the  USM 
Foundation  board  of  directors  and  the  Jackson  area  honor  club  cam- 
paign steering  committee.  He  is  a  member  of  the  CBA  Business 
Advisory  Council  and  the  Eagle  Club.  He  was  inducted  into  the  USM 
Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  in  1992.  5^ 
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SGT.  PATRICK  GRAY  '92,  '93  and  Kayla  Garner  were 
married  December  11,  2002.  Patrick  is  a  sergeant  with 
the  Army  stationed  at  Fort  Benning,  Ga.,  and  is  assigned 
to  the  Supreme  Headquarters  Allied  Powers  Europe 
Band,  located  in  Casteau,  Belgium.  Kayla  is  a  senior 
honor  student  at  Poplarville  High  School  and  plans  to 
pursue  a  career  in  pediatric  occupational  therapy. 

PAUL  JOSEPH  HAGELSTON  III  '92  and  AMY 
JANEEN  MCCULLY  '95  were  married  August  31,  2002. 


DAVID  KOSTMAYER  '92  has  joined  the 
Koerber  Turner,  PLLC,  as  a  senior  tax  manag- 
er. He  previously  worked  with  a  telecommuni- 
cations company  as  the  CFO  and  with  a 
regional  CPA  firm  based  in  Jackson.  (PHOTO) 


KIMBERLEY  SPENCER  MYERS  '92  and  her  husband, 
Rob,  announce  the  May  8,  2002,  birth  of  their  daughter, 
Allison  Paige.  She  is  welcomed  by  big  sister  Alyssa,  5. 

SUSAN  CADE  SLAUGHTER  '92,  Forrest 
General  Hospital  Pine  Grove  business  devel- 
opment director,  has  advanced  to  diplomate 
status  with  the  American  College  of 
Healthcare  Executives  by  successfully  com- 
pleting the  Board  of  Governors  Examination 
in  Healthcare  Management.  This  accomplishment  will 
allow  Slaughter  to  use  the  Certified  Healthcare  Executive 
(CHE)  designation.  (PHOTO) 


DANA  RUSSELL  SMITH  '92  has  been 
elected  to  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Greater  Hattiesburg  Homebuilder's 
Association.  Smith  is  a  licensed  general 
contractor  and  owner  of  DRS  Construction 
in  Hattiesburg.  (PHOTO) 


TODD  WIMBERLY  '92  was 

recently  promoted  to  vice  presi- 
dent and  trust  officer  at 
Trustmark  Bank. 

DARLA 
FULLER 
ADAMS  '93  is 

currently 

employed  with 

the  North 

Mississippi  Medical  Center 

Community  Health  as  a  school 

nurse  at  Tupelo  Middle  School. 

Her  husband,  Dr.  John  M. 

Adams,  is  the  senior  pastor  at 

First  Baptist  Church  Mantachie. 

(PHOTO) 

CHRISTOPHER  DAVID 
BOND  '93  and  his  wife, 
STANCY  ORR  BOND  '95, 

currently  reside  in  Southaven. 
Chnstopher  is  director  of  the 
Memphis  Health  Project  at  the 
University  of  Memphis,  where 
he  is  pursuing  his  Ph.D. 
Chnstopher  is  also  adjunct  fac- 
ulty at  Belhaven  College  - 
Memphis  and  Northwest 
Community  College.  Stancy 
has  been  employed  by  Blue 
Cross  and  Blue  Shield  of 
Mississippi  for  the  past  seven 
years.  She  serves  on  the 
Steering  Committee  for  the 
Mississippi  Governor's  Women's 
Conference  and  is  chairman  for  the  South  Central 
Alumnae  Public  Relations  for  Delta  Zeta  and  the  Council 
on  Ministries  at  Getwell  Road  United  Methodist  Church. 

EVELYN  GREEN  '93  has  accepted  the  position  of  direc- 
tor of  the  Office  of  Technology  and  Resources  at 
Southern  Miss.  Green  previously  served  as  associate 
director  of  the  Division  of  Recreational  Sports  at 
Southern  Miss. 

CYNTHIA  STREET  '93  has  joined  one  of 
Nashville's  oldest  law  firms,  Manier  and 
Herod,  as  an  associate  concentrating  in  the 
area  of  general  civil  defense  litigation. 
Street,  a  former  associate  of  Wise,  Carter, 
Child  &  Caraway  in  Jackson,  now  resides 
in  Nashville  with  her  husband,  Scott.  She  previously 
served  at  Brunini,  Grantham,  Grower  &  Hewes,  of 
Jackson,  as  an  associate.  (PHOTO) 

STEPHEN  PAUL  HEARD  '94  and  his  wife,  Leslie, 
announce  the  December  27,  2002,  birth  of  their  son, 
Kenneth  Patrick. 

DR.  CYNTHIA  EASTERLING  MOORE  '94  has  been 
appointed  to  BancorpSouth's  Hattiesburg  Community 
Bank  Board.  Moore  is  associate  provost  and  a  professor  at 
Southern  Miss. 

C.  MICHAEL  WITTMANN  '94  and  his  wife,  April, 
announce  the  October  19,  2002,  birth  of  their  children. 
Faith  Anne  and  Tier  Michael. 

JACK  COLEMAN  '95  is  one  of  20  Hattiesburg  residents 
to  participate  in  the  2003  "Leaders  For  A  New  Century" 
program,  sponsored  by  the  Area  Development 
Partnership.  Coleman  is  the  male  involvement  specialist 
at  RACE.  Headstan. 


NORA  HUDSON  '95  has  relocated  to  Utah  for  a  two- 
year  training  program  in  yoga.  Hudson  previously  served 
as  assistant  director  for  Southern  Miss'  Division  of 
Recreational  Sports. 

CHRIS  MARCIANI  '95  recently  accepted  a  position  in 
NASCAR's  New  York  office  selling  corporate  partnerships. 
Before  joining  NASCAR,  Marciani  was  manager  of  corpo- 
rate partnerships  for  the  Arena  Football  League. 


SABRINA  LANE  RAGUSA  '95  and  her 

husband,  Brent,  announce  the  May  22, 
2002,  birth  of  their  daughter,  Gabnelle 
Nicole.  (PHOTO) 
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ERIC  L.  COOLEY  '96  is  one  of  20  Hattiesburg  resi- 
dents to  participate  in  the  2003  "Leaders  For  A  New 
Century"  program,  sponsored  by  the  Area  Development 
Partnership.  Cooley  is  an  account  executive  at  Cellular 

South 

LORI  HENSARLING  '96  and  PATRICK  MORGAN  were 

married  July  11,  2002.  The  couple  resides  in  Hawaii  and 
owns  and  operates  a  celebnty  booking  and  talent  agency. 

KEVIN  SELLERS  '96  and  Sharon  Parker  were  married 
February  22,  2003.  Kevin  is  employed  as  supervisor  of 
computer  resources  by  the  College  of  Business  at 
Southern  Miss;  Sharon  is  manager  of  Kirklands  in  Turtle 
Creek  Mall. 

JEREMY  SMITH  '96,  '99  is  assistant  dean  of  the 
Jackson  campus  Academic  Technical  Center  of  Hinds 
Community  College. 

First  Lt.  Bnan  D.  Turner,  USMC,  has  been  deployed  with 
the  Combined  Joint  Task  Force  to  the  Horn  of  Africa  in 
Djibouti,  Africa.  Turner,  the  husband  of  STEPHANIE 
BARNUM  TURNER  '96,  is  a  disbursing  officer  defend- 
ing our  country  as  part  of  Operation  Enduring  Freedom. 


ii 


■  ALFORNZIA  MICHELLE  YOUNG  '96 

has  been  named  New  Renaissance  Middle 
Schools  2002-2003  Teacher  of  the  Year. 
Additionally,  Young  is  pursuing  a  specialist 
degree  in  educational  media  at  Nova 
Southeastern  University.  She  currendy 

resides  in  Miami  with  her  three  children.  Raeshun,  20. 

Brandi,  18.  and  Kalaum,  18.  (.PHOTO) 

THOMAS  A.  BAKER  III  '97  is  currently  pursuing  a 
Ph.D.  with  a  degree  concentration  in  sport  management 
from  the  University  of  Florida. 

JULIE  BARNES  '97,  "98  is  one  of  20  Hattiesburg  resi- 
dents to  participate  in  the  2003  "Leaders  For  A  New 
Century"  program,  sponsored  by  the  Area  Development 
Partnership.  Barnes  is  a  controller  at  Hattiesburg 
Beverage  Company. 

ERIC  NORDMEIER  '97  and  SUSAN  RICHARDS  01 
were  married  February  22.  2003.  Enc  is  employed  .- 
Forrest  General  Hospital  in  Hattiesburg,  and  Susan  is 
employed  by  Mail  Boxes  Etc. 

V1CTOR  "V.J."  TROLIO  "97  and  his  wife,  ALLISON 
COLLINS  TROLIO  '99.  announce  the  August  S  2002 

birth  of  their  son.  Victor  Cohen 

CHAD  CAILLET  '98  and  JESSICA  COMPRETEA  oo 
were  married  December  14.  2002  Chad  is  employed  as 
the  assistant  baseball  coach  at  Meridian  Commumtv 
College,  and  Jessica  is  employed  .is  an  exercise  physiolo- 
gist at  Rush  Hospital  in  Meridian 
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LORI  HILL  GARRETT  '98  and  her 

husband,  Joel,  announce  the  June  25, 
2002,  birth  of  their  son,  William 
Joseph,  He  is  welcomed  by  big  broth- 
er Brandon.  (PHOTO) 


CHARLENA  THORNTON  '98,  '02  is  one  of  20 

Hattiesburg  residents  to  participate  in  the  2003 
"Leaders  For  A  New  Century"  program,  sponsored 
by  the  Area  Development  Partnership.  Thornton  is  a 
geographic  information  systems  operator  for  the 
Mississippi  Military  Department. 


PAM  TULLIS  '98,  '99  recently  joined 
the  Oxford-Lafayette  County  Chamber 
of  Commerce  as  the  assistant  executive 
director.  (PHOTO) 


PHILLIP  WRIGHT  '98  is  one  of  20  Hattiesburg  res- 
idents to  participate  in  the  2003  "Leaders  For  A  New 
Century"  program,  sponsored  by  the  Area 
Development  Partnership.  Wright  is  urban  emphasis 
director  for  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America. 
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JERALD  J.  BLACK  '99  and 

his  wife,  Tracey,  announce 
the  September  2,  2002,  birth 
of  their  son,  Jerald.  In 
January,  Black  began  serving 

as  deputy  director  of  public  affairs  at  Yokota  AB, 

Japan.  (PHOTO) 

HEATHER  HILL  '99  and  her  husband.  Tommy, 
announce  the  January  7,  2002,  birth  of  their  son, 
Matthew  Evan. 

DENISE  HRDLICA  '99  is  one  of  20  Hattiesburg  res- 
idents to  participate  in  the  2003  "Leaders  For  A  New 
Century"  program,  sponsored  by  the  Area 
Development  Partnership.  Hrdlica  is  a  co-anchor  for 
WDAM. 

BEN  MCILWAIN  II  '99  and  his  wife,  MICHELLE 
GEORGE  MCILWAIN  '99,  announce  the  May  17, 
2002,  birth  of  their  daughter,  Madison  Michelle. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON  '99  is  one  of  20  Hattiesburg 
residents  to  participate  in  the  2003  "Leaders  For  A 
New  Century"  program,  sponsored  by  the  Area 
Development  Partnership.  Johnson  is  a  loan  officer 
and  manager  of  BancorpSouth's  Broadway  Drive 
branch  in  Hattiesburg. 

KELCIE  JOY  MCKINLEY  PHILLIPS  '99  and 
JASON  BRIAN  PHILLIPS  '00  were  maimed  January 
18,  2003. 


CARLA  RIVERS  '99  and  her  hus- 
band, William,  announce  the  February 
18,  2002,  birth  of  their  daughter, 
Grace  Elizabeth.  She  is  welcomed  by 
siblings  Carlie  and  Mallorie.  (PHOTO) 
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DEMARAIS  DUCKWORTH  joined 
Koerber  Turner,  PLLC  as  a  staff  account- 
ant. (PHOTO) 


"Essays  on  Latin  American  Security: 

The  Collected  Writings  of  a  Scholar- 

Implementer" 

Dr.  Russell  W.  Ramsey  '63 

1st  Books  Library 

368  pages/ $22.95 

www.lstbooks.com 

Dr.  Russell  W  Ramsey  '63 
has  drawn  on  his  45  years  of 
professional  experience  teach- 
ing and  consulting  with  the 
armed  forces  and  police 
departments  of  Latin  America 
to  write  a  book  of  essays  on 
the  topic  of  Latin  American  security. 

In  "Essay  on  Latin  American  Security," 
Ramsey  traces  the  evolution  of  the  countries' 
armed  forces  from  "praetorian  guards"  into 
"modern  professionals  obedient  to  constitu- 
tional democracy."  In  doing  so,  he  explores 
various  military  philosophies  and  policies, 
including  guerilla  warfare,  using  the  country 
of  Colombia  as  a  case  model. 

The  book  also  examines  the  effects  of 
European  influence  and  doctrine  on  Latin 
America  and  contains  essays  discussing  America's 
training  of  Latin  American  security  forces. 

Slated  for  a  spring  release,  "Essays  on  Latin 
American  Security:  The  Collected  Writings  of 
a  Scholar-Implementer"  is  the  veteran 
author's  11th  nonfiction  book.  A  Spanish 
edition  of  "Essays,"  containing  60  percent  of 
the  essays  featured  in  the  American  version, 
will  be  released  at  the  same  time. 

Ramsey -.is  graduate  professor  of  hemi- 
spheric security  studies  for  Norwich 
University  and  Troy  State  University.  He  is 
the  nation's  longest-standing  and  most  pub- 
lished scholar  who  analyzes  the  Latin 
American  military  and  police  forces,  plus 
regional  security  issues. 

"Disconnected:  Deceit  and  Betrayal 

at  WorldCom" 

Lynne  Wilbanks  Jeter  '85 

Wiley  Publishing 

248  pages  /  $24.95 

www.wiley.com 

"Disconnected"  provides 
readers  with  a  front-row  seat 
to  the  WorldCom  disaster. 
Filled  with  fascinating  finan- 
cial details  and  entertaining 
anecdotes,  Mississippi  jour- 
nalist Lynne  Wilbanks  Jeter 

'85   takes   readers   behind   the   scenes   to 


explore  the  complex  personalities,  driving 
motivations  and  dubious  actions  of  the  key 
corporate  players.  Jeter  delves  into  topics  like 
how  former  CEO  Bemie  Ebbers  parlayed  own- 
ership of  a  two-bit  motel  into  stewardship  of 
the  most  feared  telecom  company  in  the 
world;  how  former  CFO  Scott  Sullivan  learned 
accounting  tricks  during  LDDS'  acquisition  of 
IDB,  which  landed  its  CEO  Jeffrey  Sukidoff  in 
jail;  and  how  former  CEO  John  Sidgmore  took 
over  the  worst  job  in  Corporate  America,  dis- 
closed billions  of  dollars  in  accounting  errors, 
filed  the  largest  bankruptcy  in  U.S.  history,  and 
emerged  unscathed. 

Jeter  has  been  the  primary  WorldCom 
reporter  for  the  only  statewide  business 
journal  in  Mississippi  (home  of  WorldCom 
headquarters),  the  Mississippi  Business 
Journal.  Lynne  has  closely  followed  the 
company's  rise  and  fall  since  its  inception  as 
LDDS  in  1983.  She  is  also  a  regular  con- 
tributing reporter  for  the  Clarion-Ledger, 
Mississippi's  largest  daily  newspaper. 

"Concept  Marketing  for 

Communities" 

Dr.  Rhonda  Phillips  '83,  '86 

184  pages  /  $64.95 

www.greenwood.com 

Dr.  Rhonda  Phillips  '83, 
'86,  a  University  of  Florida 
urban  and  regional  planning 
professor,  has  penned 
"Concept  Marketing  for 
Communities,"  a  book  that 
documents  her  two  years  of 
research  into  the  towns  scattered  across 
America  that  made  their  own  destinies  by 
re-inventing  themselves  and  their  images. 

Exceptional  communities  possessing  a 
definitive  sense  of  place,  the  cities  and 
towns  presented  in  this  book  have  created 
or  re-created  a  style,  ambience,  or  character 
that  transcends  the  ordinary  and  is  used  as 
the  basis  for  community  economic  develop- 
ment. Adapting  the  idea  of  concept  market- 
ing, these  communities  have  found  a  niche 
or  specialty  to  create  community  recogni- 
tion and  serve  as  a  basis  for  garnering  exter- 
nal investment,  tourism  and  other  revenue- 
generating  events. 

This  book  examines  the  use  of  popular  and 
corporate  culture,  retail  establishments,  his- 
torical tradition  and  surrealism  in  communi- 
ty concept  marketing  and  profiles  examples 
of  communities  from  a  diverse  array  of  con- 
texts and  geographical  settings.  Sg^ 
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|  LESLIE  C.  HUMPHRIES  has  joined 
Koerber  Turner,  PLLC  as  a  staff  account- 
ant. Humphries  previously  worked  with 
two  international  CPA  firms  in  New 
Orleans.  (PHOTO) 


J.  CLINTON  MCPHAIL  and  Laura  Peterson  were  mar- 
ried December  28,  2002.  Clinton  is  employed  by  Lenny's 
Sub  Shop  in  Mary  Esther,  Fla.,  as  general  manager,  and 
Laura  attends  the  University  of  West  Florida,  majonng  in 
public  relations. 

SARA  PETERSON  is  one  of  20  Hattiesburg  residents  to 
participate  in  the  2003  "Leaders  For  A  New  Century" 
program,  sponsored  by  the  Area  Development 
Partnership. 


DR.  ROBERT  J.  ROBBINS,  cardio- 
vascular surgeon,  is  leading  a  Federal 
Drug  Administration-supported  study, 
Prevent  IV,  to  evaluate  patients  under- 
going coronary  artery  bypass  graft 
procedures  at  Forrest  General 
Hospital.  (PHOTO) 


PRENTISS  HARPER  III  '00  and  ANYA  ELLIS  were 
married  December  21,  2002. 


TRACI  HOLMES  '00,  '02  is  one  of  20  Hattiesburg  resi- 
dents to  participate  in  the  2003  "Leaders  For  A  New 
Century"  program,  sponsored  by  the  Area  Development 
Partnership.  Holmes  is  communications  coordinator  for 
the  Hattiesburg  Convention  and  Visitors  Bureau  and 
pageant  coordinator  for  the  Miss  Hospitality  Pageant 

JOHN  KITCHENS  '00  and  JESSICA  HEMBREE  01 

were  married  January  4,  2003.  John  attends  Mississippi 
College  School  of  Law  and  is  employed  by  Kitchens  and 
Ellis  law  firm.  Jessica  is  employed  by  St.  Dominic's 
Hospital  in  Jackson  as  a  registered  nurse. 

HEATHER  HAYES  PARKER  00  and  her  husband, 
Paul,  recently  relocated  to  Indianapolis.  Paul  is 
employed  by  the  NCAA,  and  Heather  is  completing  her 
K-12  teacher's  certification. 

KRISTIE  PEARCE  '00  and  James  Roberts  were  married 
January  1 1 ,  2003.  The  couple  resides  in  New  Orleans,  La. 

CHRIS  PEDEN  '00  and  Carla  Kelly  were  married 
December  28,  2002 

ANN-MARIE  DENMAN  '01  is  a  biologist  for  the  state 
of  Mississippi  Department  of  Environmental  Quality  She 
is  based  out  of  the  North  Regional  office  in  Oxford. 


SHENIKKI  RATLIFF  01  and  Tony  Thornton  were  mar- 
ried January  4,  2002.  Shenikki  is  employed  by  Loyalton 
of  Hattiesburg,  and  Tony  is  serving  as  a  second  lieu- 
tenant in  the  U.S.  Army 

DANIEL  E  MCNEASE  '02  has  been  named  president 
and  chief  operating  officer  of  Rowan  Companies  Inc.,  a 
provider  of  international  and  domestic  offshore  contract 
drilling  and  aviation  services.  Previously,  McNease  served 
as  president  of  the  company's  drilling  division  and  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  directors. 


Students 


GARRETT  JONES  and  JENNA  EVERETT  were  mar- 
ried December  14,  2002.  Garrett  works  at  Union 
Planters  Bank,  andjenna  works  at  Covington  Ridge. 


In  Memoriam 


The  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  extends  sincere  sym- 
pathy to  the  families  of  the  following  alumni  and  friends. 

(Due  to  space  constraints,  obituaries  may  not  exceed  40 
words  and  are  subject  to  editing  by  the  editorial  staff  of 
The  Talon.) 
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ALONG  FOR  THE  RIDE! 

Southern  Miss  alumni  and  friends  who  reside  in 

Mississippi  can  show  their  support  for  the  University 

with  an  official  collegiate  license  plate.  Southern  Miss 

plates  can  be  purchased  from  your  local  Department 

of  Motor  Vehicles  for  an  additional  $50, 

with  60%  of  that  money  going  back  to 

the  University. 


Support  your  alma  mater  and  show  your 
Black  and  Gold  pride  with  an  official 
Southern  Miss  license  plate! 
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ROY  S.  HUFF  36  of  Mobile,  Ala.,  died  January  13, 
2003.  Huff,  90,  worked  most  of  his  life  in  his  family's 
furniture  business  in  Mobile. 

M.  LYNN  WILLIS  MCCORD  '38  of  KnoxvUle,  Tenn., 
died  March  20,  2002. 

HARRY  I.  CLARK  '41  of  Ruleville  died  February  19, 
2003.  Clark,  83,  had  served  as  a  captain  in  the  Air  Force 
during  World  War  II  and  is  survived  by  his  children  and 
his  sister  and  brother 

IDA  WEBB  LOWERY  CAMERON  '42  of  Starkville  died 
February  15,  2003.  She  was  83.  Cameron  is  survived  by 
her  four  children,  four  sisters  and  13  grandchildren. 

ALBERT  F.  HOLLINGSWORTH  '48  of  Lake  died 
February  27,  2003.  Hollingsworth,  79,  was  a  retired 
educator  and  served  as  superintendent  of  education  of 
Scott  County  Schools. 

LAWRENCE  OTHO  FORD  '49  of  Wilmington,  N.C., 
died  December  21,  2002.  He  was  81. 

BOBBIE  R.  HARPER  '50  of  Hattiesburg  died  February 
1,  2003.  Harper,  83,  was  a  retired  chiropractor. 

NORMAN  J.  BULLOCK  '52  of  Pensacola,  Fla.,  died 
January  17,  2003.  Bullock  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Ouida,  and  his  two  daughters,  Rhonda  Dabney  and 
Kathy  Truxillo. 

MARTHA  H.  GILL  '53  of  Gulfport  died  January  16, 
2003.  Gill,  71,  was  a  former  board  member  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  State  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning  and 
was  a  retired  schoolteacher. 

VIRGINIA  ALICE  COURTNEY  BUTLER  '54  of 

Pensacola,  Fla.,  has  died.  Butler,  71,  was  a  watercolor 
artist  and  retired  schoolteacher  and  developed  the 
speech  and  hearing  program  for  the  Escambia  County, 
Fla.,  school  system. 

AMELIA  FAY  LARD  '56  of  Memphis  died  January  6, 
2003.  Lard,  68,  taught  at  Auburn  University,  Memphis 
State  University  and  White  Station  High  School. 

W.  T.  FREEMAN  '57  of  Beaumont  died  February  18, 
2003.  Freeman,  73,  was  a  retired  educator. 


MYRTA  FAYE  HIGGINBOTHAM  WILLIAMS  '58 

died  September  9,  2002. 

RUSSELL  E.  MOHNEY  '62  died  August  2001. 

BRENDA  LEE  BURCH  SHADBOLT  '62  of 

Melbourne,  Fla.,  died  February  8,  2002 

MARY  CATHERINE  DEAN  '63  of  Collins  died  June 
2,2001. 

JOE  W.  JOLLY  '65  of  Ruth  died  January  21 ,  2003. 

DR.  PEYTON  COOK  GREAVES  '67  died  January  6, 
2002.  Greaves,  74,  taught  at  Southern  Miss  and 
Vanderbilt  University. 

JAMES  HAROLD  BRASHIER  '69  died  January  24, 
2003. 

DR.  WILLIAM  COKER  '71  of  Pensacola,  Fla.,  died 
December  13,  2002. 

JENNIFER  BREWER  MUNGO  '71  of  Columbia,  S.C., 
died  August  5,  2002. 

ROBERT  CHAPMAN  '75  of  Terry  died  December  30, 
2002.  Chapman,  64,  was  retired  from  the  U.S.  Naval 
Reserves  and  was  employed  with  the  Jackson  Police 
Department. 

ROBERT  JOSEPH  HIGGINS  '76  of  Schenectady,  NY, 
died  November  28,  2002, 

EZEKIEL  JORDAN  JR.  '76  of  Hattiesburg  died 
January  13,  2003.  Jordan,  71,  was  a  former  member  of 
the  Hattiesburg  City  Council  and  was  retired  from  the 
Air  Force  and  Moselle  Power  Plant. 

DR.  LILLIE  CARSON  DOTY  '85  of  Starkville  died 
February  19,  2003.  Doty,  64,  was  an  educator  for  near- 
ly 40  years. 

FLORA  BAIN  died  March  20,  2003.  A  longtime  sup- 
porter of  Southern  Miss,  Bain  established  two  endow- 
ments— one  for  the  College  of  Nursing  and  another  with 
fnend  Nua  Woods  for  the  Lady  Eagles  basketball  team. 


Share  the  milestones  in  your  life 

with  other  Southern  Miss  alumni. 

To  be  a  part  of  the  classnotes 

section  of  The  Talon, 

please  fill  out  this  form  and  mail  to: 

USM  Alumni  Association 
Box  5013,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406 
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KENNETH  I.  NEELY  SR.  '57  of  Stone  Mountain,  Ga„ 
died  January  17,  2003.  Neely,  72,  was  retired  from  Cities 
Services  Oil  Company. 

PERCY  THOMAS  MILLER  '58  of  Ocean  Springs  died 
January  30,  2003.  Miller,  71,  was  the  first  administrator 
of  Ocean  Springs  Hospital  and  served  in  that  capacity 
until  his  retirement  in  1994. 


MICHAEL  C.  BOURGEOIS  '89  of  Alexandria,  Va., 
died  November  28,  2002. 

H.S.  "STAN"  LANGSTON  JR.  of  LaPlace,  La.,  died 
February  10,  2003.  An  outstanding  baseball  and  foot- 
ball player,  Langston  was  also  a  talented  musician.  He 
is  survived  by  his  wife,  Rita,  his  parents,  a  brother  and 
sister,  two  nieces  and  four  nephews.  Eg* 
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Attach  additional  pages  and  photos  if  you'd  like. 

Please  enclose  a  self-addressed,  stamped  envelope  to 

return  any  materials  you  send.  Please  mark  photos  clearly. 
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etail     iscounts 


These  cards  are  accepted  at 

the  businesses  listed  below! 

Do  you  have  yours? 


SOUTHERN 
MISSISSIPPI 
ALUMNI- 


www.southernmissalumni.t 


lerson's  Rug  Market 

10%  discount  on  any  rug  purchase 

mont  Inn  &  Suites  •  #  + 

10%  discount  on  rack  rate 

rne  Brothers  Printing 

20%  discount  on  any  service 

ot  Lodge  -  # 

Nightly  rate  of  $55.00,  plus  tax 

ular  One  •  # 

Save  $30  on  cellular  activation  (except  on  local  plan)/ 

Free  pager  activation 

nfort  Suites  -  # 

Nightly  rate  of  $69.00,  plus  tax 

nino's  Pizza  -  # 

20%  discount  on  any  delivery  order 

hopen  Inn 

$10  savings  off  small  room  &  $20  savings  off  large  room  nightly  rates 

field's  Restaurant  -  # 

20%  discount  on  all  food  &  drink  purchases 

nd  Bank 

$100  discount  on  mortgage  loan  closing  costs 

tiesburg  Inn  •  •"' 

15%  discount  on  nightly  room  rate 

erty's  Furniture 

10%  discount  on  all  merchandise 

vthorn  Suites  -  + 

Nightly  rate  of  $69  +tax;  complimentary  breakfast 

Sales 

10%  discount  on  any  purchase 

slers  Team  Sports 

10%  discount  on  total  purchases 

ce  Computer  Systems 

20%  discount  on  normal  labor  charges 

Vegas  Golf  &  Tennis 

10%  discount  (certain  exclusions  apply) 

tha's  Bar-B-Que  Inn 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases 

g  Mason/Chris  Inman 

10%  discount  on  all  store  transactions/free  portfolio  reviews 

'ada  Bob's  Golf  (Gulf  Coast) 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

(  Grove  Rental  -  * 

10%  discount  on  rental  items  (not  valid  with  other  discounts 

or  promotions.) 

en's  Business  Machines 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

ris  Jewelers 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

k  Fitness 

15%  discount  off  membership  fee 

to  Arts  Studio 

10%  discount  on  any  gallery  purchase,  retail  purchase  or  service 

e  Belt  Paint  &  Body  Shop  -  * 

15%  discount  on  all  self-pay  labor 

e  Belt  Towing  &  Recovery  -  * 

15%  discount  on  all  towing  &  roadside  service/free  towing 

on  collisions 

e  Belt  Auto  Detail 

10%  discount  on  all  auto-detailing  services.  Free  pick-up  and  delivery 
in  the  Hattiesburg  area. 

e  Burr  Country  Club 

$5.00  off  one  18-hole  round  of  golf 

nerica/Ken  Sheil 

Free  financial  needs  analysis 

ura  Japanese  Dining  -  * 

10%  discount  on  total  purchase 

dow  Ridge  Golf  Club 
is  First  ■  # 

15%  discount  on  your  next  round  of  golf/not  valid  with  other  dis- 
counts or  promotions 
15%  discount  on  Southern  Miss  related  signs 

mons  Furniture 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

ic  Drive-In 

Free  20  oz  drink  or  slush  with  purchase  of  #1  or  #2  Sonic  Burger 

thern  Interiors 

5%  discount  on  flooring/10%  discount  on  furniture  and  accessories 

thland  Florists 

10%  discount  on  store  purchases  (cash  &  carry  items  excluded) 

Pines  Farm 

10%  discount  on  gift  baskets  and  catering 

i  Trophy  Shop 

10%  discount  on  all  engravings 

versity  Florist 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases  cash  and  carry  only 

i  Hook  Golf  Course 

20%  discount  on  daily  greens  fees 

ies  Restaurant 

$1.00  off  order  of  six-inch  sandwich,  side  order,  and  large 
drink/$1.00  off  gameday  party  subs 

II  discounts  subject  to  change  or  termination  without  prior  notice. 

ease  verify  discount  with  provider  before  making  purchase. 

attiesburg  location  only. 

lew  additions 

)ffer  not  valid  during  football  season. 

;e  businesses  are  participants  in  the  C.A.R.D.  Program  with  The  University 
Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association.  By  presenting  your  paid  alumni 
membership  card  you  are  entitled  to  a  discount  at  these  businesses. 


SOUTHERNMISSTRIVIA 


Answers 

1.  In  what  year  did  USM  enroll  its  first  African-American 
students? 

The  university  admitted  its  first  African-American  students, 
Raylawni  Branch  and  Gwendolyn  Elaine  Armstrong,  in 
September  1965. 

2.  In  what  year  did  the  university's  presence  on  the  Mississippi 
Gulf  Coast  begin? 

The  university  established  a  presence  on  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast 
in  1947,  when  it  first  organized  classes  at  Van  Hook  Hall,  Methodist 
Camp  Ground,  in  Biloxi. 

3.  A  hallmark  of  Southern  Miss'  final  home  game  of  the  football 
season  is  a  stirring  rendition  of  what  song  performed  by  The 
Pride  of  Mississippi  Marching  Band? 

At  the  final  home  game  of  the  football  season,  The  Pride  of 
Mississippi  Marching  Band  plays  "Amazing  Grace." 

4.  What  signals  the  beginning  of  the  Eagle  Walk  two  hours 
before  kickoff? 

A  blast  from  a  cannon  signals  the  beginning  of  the  Eagle  Walk. 


SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI 
MARKETING  PARTNERS 


Continue  your  support  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni 
Association  by  doing  business  with  the  Association's  Marketing  Partners.  By  utiliz- 
ing the  goods  and  services  of  these  marketing  partners,  you  will  be  generating 
additional  revenue  to  support  the  programming  and  operations  of  the  Association. 


Josten's 

Official  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Watch.  For  more  infor- 
mation, call  800-523-0124  and  request  operator  A22SE 


Alumni  Holidays  International 
Organizing  International  Excursions  For 
Southern  Miss  Alumni.  For  further  information  on 
upcoming  trips,  contact  the  Alumni  Association  at 
601-266-5013. 


DiplomaDisplay* 


American  Insurance  Administrators 

Life,  Heciltli  And  Short-Term  Major  Medical  Insurance. 

Go  to  httpy/www.am-insurance.com/AIA/SouthernMiss 
or  call  800-922- 1245 


On  Campus  Marketing 

Spedall)  Designed  Southern  Miss  Degree  Frames 

For  more  information,  go  to  www.diploit  displ   . 
or  caU  800-422-4100. 


MBHK 


MBNA' 

Special  offer  for  Southern  Miss  alumni  and  friends! 
Announcing  a  special  No- Annual-Fee  MasterCard1 
credit  card  now  conveniently  available  to  Southern  Miss 
Alumni.  Simply  call  (866)  GET-MBNA  for  details  about 
the  costs  and  terms  of  this  oiler  or  to  apply  for  the 
credit  card. 


SPRING  2003 
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Southern  Miss  to  the  Top!" 


Penned  in  1955  by  Robert  Hays,  assistant  director  of  The  Pride  of  Mississippi  Marching  Band,  "Southern  Miss  to 
the  Top!"  was  originally  written  as  a  closer  for  the  first  act  of  a  musical  based  on  student  life  at  the  university. 
The  song  was  so  popular  that  it  became  the  university's  fight  song.  It  has  been  echoed  at  athletic  contests  ever 
since. 


Because  in  the  1950s,  the  song  was  so  beloved  by  the  stu- 
dent body  that  it  became  the  university's  fight  song. 
Because  it  is  an  instrumental  aspect  of  any  Southern  Miss 
athletic  or  academic  event.  Because  it  is  played  each  time 


the  football  team  scores  a  touchdown.  Because  no  matter 
how  far  away  you  are  from  campus,  just  hearing  the  first 
few  notes  of  the  song  makes  you  want  to  grab  your  black 
and  gold  pompoms  and  root  the  Golden  Eagles  to  victory. 
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Like  a  good  neighbor, 
State  Farm  is  there  ? 

See  one  of  these  good  neighbor  agents: 


Biloxi 

Jimmy  Taylor 

228-3884120 

Brookhaven 

Bobby  Britt 
601-833-6786 

Hattiesburg 

Clyde  Bryant 
601-544-6566 

Hattiesburg 

Ben  Calhoun 
601-545-1511 

Hattiesburg 

Jason  Wesley 
601-264-1117 

Jackson 

Steve  Weeks 
601-922-7440 

Long  Beach 

Elvis  Gates 

228-864-6323 


Long  Beach 

Fred  Walker 

228-863-8535 

Lumberton 

Dorman  Davis 
601-796-8544 

Magee 

Leah  Blain 
601-849-3394 

McComb 

Lance  Varnado 
601-684-4193 

Picayune 

Ted  Musgrove 
601-798-4425 

Picayune 

Tommy  Keen 

601-798-4082 


STATE    FARM 


INSURANCE 


State  Farm  Insurance  Companies 

Home  Offices:  Bloomington,  Illinois 
statefarm.com 


Sue  Gallaspy 
Broker 


Jim  Gallaspy 
Property  Manager 
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"THE  BEST  IN  THEIR  FIEL] 


ft 


•  Nationwide  Referrals       •  Rentals 

•  Property  Management      •  Commercial  Sales 

•  Residential  Sajjes  •  Investment 

Contact  us  for  all  your  real  estate  needs,  or  for  referrals  to  other  destinations. 
^S        X-888-584-8184  :' 

3420  Hardy  Street,  Suite  2,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39402 
www.suegallaspy.com  •  email:  suegallaspyfimetdoor.com  •  Fax:  601-261-9567 
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SOUTHERN 
MISSISSIPPI 
•ALUMNI 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPPI 

ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION 

Box  5013 

Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-5013 


PERIODICAL 


